
SUNDAY, September 27, 2026 – 1st Sunday of Luke 

Saints of the Day: the holy Martyr Callistratus and the 49 Martyrs with him 

Plagal Fourth Mode · Sixth Eothinon 

 

 

 
 
 

Questions about our Parish?  E-mail church@stnickspgh.org or call 412-682-3866 

Our weekly Sunday worship schedule: Orthros 8:15 a.m. & Divine Liturgy 9:30 a.m. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

        

TODAY: 
• We warmly welcome the Chancellor of the Metropolis of Pittsburgh, Fr. George Callos, who is filling in 

for Fr. Eleftherios (who is away for a family wedding) 

• Coffee Hour is hosted by GOYA in the Large Hall 

 

THIS WEEK AT ST. NICHOLAS: 

• Monday, September 28:       YAL Basketball 7:00pm 

• Wednesday, September 30:    Paraklesis 6:00 pm 

• Thursday, October 1:             Pitt/CMU OCF 7:00 pm 

• Saturday, October 3:         ASSEMBLY of CANONICAL ORTHODOX BISHOPS in the USA 

                               Vespers & Reception at St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church 6:00 pm 

                                                         329 Washington Pike, Bridgeville, PA 15017 

• Sunday, October 4:         Liturgy & Reception at St. Nicholas Cathedral 

                                                     Orthros 8:00 am; Divine Liturgy 9:30 am 

                                                  Cultural Performances at Holy Cross 4:30 pm 

 

 

  

If you cannot join us 

in person, you may 

participate in our 

services live at 

www.stnickspgh.org/ 

by selecting the link 

“Click Here for Live 

Streaming.” 

WELCOME, VISITORS! You are honored guests here at St. Nicholas Cathedral and welcome at all our services. We invite you to 
receive the Holy Eucharist (Communion) if you are an Orthodox Christian who is prepared through fasting, prayer, and 
confession. If you are not Orthodox, or are Orthodox but have not prepared, we respectfully invite you instead to come forward 
at the end of the service for a blessing by the priest and a piece of blessed bread (antidoron).  
 

 

 

VISIT www.stnickspgh.org for news and updates about our parish! 
CLERGY:  Rev. Fr. Eleftherios Constantine and Rev. Dn. Robert Lykos 

Father’s e-mail address:  fr.ec@stnickspgh.org 
PROTOPSALTRIA:  Amy Hogg  

CHOIR DIRECTOR:  Steve Andrews | ORGANIST:  Brett Wells 
 

WELCOME TO ST. NICHOLAS CATHEDRAL! 

 

mailto:church@stnickspgh.org
http://www.stnickspgh.org/
http://www.stnickspgh.org/


TODAY’S HYMNS AND READINGS 
 

The Resurrection Hymn of the week in pl. 4th mode  

is chanted twice for the Small Entrance: 

Ἐξ ὕψους κατῆλθες ὁ Εὔσπλαγχνος, ταφὴν κατεδέξω τριήμερον, ἵνα 

ἡμᾶς ἐλευθερώσῃς τῶν παθῶν. Ἡ ζωὴ καὶ ἡ ἀνάστασις ἡμῶν, Κύριε δόξα σοι. 

You descended from on high, O compassionate One, and consented to a 

three-day burial, to free us from the passions. O Lord, our life and resurrection, 

glory to You! 

 

At the Small Entrance, the usual Entrance Hymn is chanted. 

 

Following the Small Entrance, the Resurrection Hymn of the week in pl. 4th mode is repeated (see above).  

 

Apolytikion for the Martyrs – 4th Mode. 

Oἱ Μάρτυρές σου Κύριε, ἐν τῇ ἀθλήσει αὐτῶν, στεφάνους ἐκομίσαντο τῆς ἀφθαρσίας, ἐκ σοῦ 

τοῦ Θεοῦ ἡμῶν· σχόντες γὰρ τὴν ἰσχύν σου, τοὺς τυράννους καθεῖλον, ἔθραυσαν καὶ δαιμόνων, τὰ 

ἀνίσχυρα θράση. Αὐτῶν ταῖς ἱκεσίαις, Χριστὲ ὁ Θεός, σῶσον τὰς ψυχὰς ἡμῶν.. 

Your Martyrs, O Lord, were worthily awarded by You the crowns of incorruption, in that they 

contested for You our immortal God. Since they possessed Your power, they defeated the tyrants, dashing 

the demons’ powerless displays of defiance. * O Christ God, at their fervent entreaties, save our souls. 

 

Apolytikion for our patron, St. Nicholas – 4th mode: 

Κανόνα πίστεως καὶ εἰκόνα πραότητος, ἐγκρατείας διδάσκαλον, ἀνέδειξέ σε τῇ ποίμνῃ σου, ἡ 

τῶν πραγμάτων ἀλήθεια· διὰ τοῦτο ἐκτήσω τῇ ταπεινώσει τὰ ὑψηλά, τῇ πτωχείᾳ τὰ πλούσια, Πάτερ 

ἱεράρχα Νικόλαε· πρέσβευε Χριστῷ τῷ Θεῷ, σωθῆναι τὰς ψυχὰς ἡμῶν. 

The truth of things have revealed you to your flock as a rule of faith, an icon of meekness, and a 

teacher of temperance; for this cause you have achieved the heights by humility, riches by poverty. O 

Father and Hierarch Nicholas, intercede with Christ God that our souls be saved. 

 

The usual Kontakion — 2nd mode: 

Προστασία τῶν Χριστιανῶν ἀκαταίσχυντε, μεσιτεία, πρὸς τὸν Ποιητὴν ἀμετάθετε, μὴ παρίδῃς, 

ἁμαρτωλῶν δεήσεων φωνάς, ἀλλὰ πρόφθασον, ὡς ἀγαθή, εἰς τὴν βοήθειαν ἡμῶν, τῶν πιστῶς 

κραυγαζόντων σοι· Τάχυνον εἰς πρεσβείαν, καὶ σπεῦσον εἰς ἱκεσίαν, ἡ προστατεύουσα ἀεί, Θεοτόκε, 

τῶν τιμώντων σε. 

O Protection of Christians that never falls, intercession with the Creator that never fails, we sinners 

beg you, do not ignore the voices of our prayers. O good Lady, we implore you, quickly come unto our 

aid, when we cry out to you with faith. Hurry to intercession, and hasten to supplication, O Theotokos 

who protect now and ever those who honor you.  

 

 

 

 

 



Today’s Epistle Reading (Seventeenth Sunday): 

The reading is from Paul’s Second Letter to the Corinthians (6:16 – 7:1) 

Ἀδελφοί, ὑμεῖς ἐστε ναὸς Θεοῦ ζῶντος, καθὼς εἶπεν ὁ Θεὸς ὅτι ἐνοικήσω ἐν αὐτοῖς καὶ 

ἐμπεριπατήσω, καὶ ἔσομαι αὐτῶν Θεός, καὶ αὐτοὶ ἔσονταί μοι λαός. διὸ ἐξέλθατε ἐκ μέσου αὐτῶν καὶ 

ἀφορίσθητε, λέγει Κύριος, καὶ ἀκαθάρτου μὴ ἅπτεσθε, κἀγὼ εἰσδέξομαι ὑμᾶς, καὶ ἔσομαι ὑμῖν εἰς 

πατέρα, καὶ ὑμεῖς ἔσεσθέ μοι εἰς υἱοὺς καὶ θυγατέρας, λέγει Κύριος παντοκράτωρ. Ταύτας οὖν 

ἔχοντες τὰς ἐπαγγελίας, ἀγαπητοί, καθαρίσωμεν ἑαυτοὺς ἀπὸ παντὸς μολυσμοῦ σαρκὸς καὶ 

πνεύματος, ἐπιτελοῦντες ἁγιωσύνην ἐν φόβῳ Θεοῦ. 

Brethren, you are the temple of the living God; as God said, “I will live in them and move among 

them, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. Therefore come out from them, and be separate 

from them, says the Lord, and touch nothing unclean; then I will welcome you, and I will be a father to 

you, and you shall be my sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty.” Since we have these promises, 

beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from every defilement of body and spirit, and make holiness perfect in 

the fear of God. [RSV] 

 

Today’s Gospel Reading (First Sunday of Luke):  

The reading is from the Holy Gospel according to Luke (5:1 – 11) 

Tῷ καιρῷ ἐκείνῳ, ἑστὼς ὁ Ἰησοῦς παρὰ τὴν λίμνην Γεννησαρέτ, εἶδε δύο πλοῖα ἑστῶτα παρὰ 

τὴν λίμνην· οἱ δὲ ἁλιεῖς ἀποβάντες ἀπ᾿ αὐτῶν ἀπέπλυναν τὰ δίκτυα. ἐμβὰς δὲ εἰς ἓν τῶν πλοίων, ὃ 

ἦν τοῦ Σίμωνος, ἠρώτησεν αὐτὸν ἀπὸ τῆς γῆς ἐπαναγαγεῖν ὀλίγον· καὶ καθίσας ἐδίδασκεν ἐκ τοῦ 

πλοίου τοὺς ὄχλους. ὡς δὲ ἐπαύσατο λαλῶν, εἶπε πρὸς τὸν Σίμωνα· ἐπανάγαγε εἰς τὸ βάθος καὶ 

χαλάσατε τὰ δίκτυα ὑμῶν εἰς ἄγραν. καὶ ἀποκριθεὶς ὁ Σίμων εἶπεν αὐτῷ· ἐπιστάτα, δι᾿ ὅλης τῆς 

νυκτὸς κοπιάσαντες οὐδὲν ἐλάβομεν· ἐπὶ δὲ τῷ ῥήματί σου χαλάσω τὸ δίκτυον. καὶ τοῦτο ποιήσαντες 

συνέκλεισαν πλῆθος ἰχθύων πολύ· διερρήγνυτο δὲ τὸ δίκτυον αὐτῶν. καὶ κατένευσαν τοῖς μετόχοις 

τοῖς ἐν τῷ ἑτέρῳ πλοίῳ τοῦ ἐλθόντας συλλαβέσθαι αὐτοῖς· καὶ ἦλθον καὶ ἔπλησαν ἀμφότερα τὰ 

πλοῖα, ὥστε βυθίζεσθαι αὐτά. ἰδὼν δὲ Σίμων Πέτρος προσέπεσε τοῖς γόνασιν Ἰησοῦ λέγων· ἔξελθε 

ἀπ᾿ ἐμοῦ, ὅτι ἀνὴρ ἁμαρτωλός εἰμι, Κύριε· θάμβος γὰρ περιέσχεν αὐτὸν καὶ πάντας τοὺς σὺν αὐτῷ 

ἐπὶ τῇ ἄγρᾳ τῶν ἰχθύων ᾗ συνέλαβον, ὁμοίως δὲ καὶ Ἰάκωβον καὶ Ἰωάννην, υἱοὺς Ζεβεδαίου, οἳ ἦσαν 

κοινωνοὶ τῷ Σίμωνι. καὶ εἶπε πρὸς τὸν Σίμωνα ὁ Ἰησοῦς· μὴ φοβοῦ· ἀπὸ τοῦ νῦν ἀνθρώπους ἔσῃ 

ζωγρῶν. καὶ καταγαγόντες τὰ πλοῖα ἐπὶ τὴν γῆν, ἀφέντες ἅπαντα ἠκολούθησαν αὐτῷ. 

At that time, while Jesus was standing by the lake of Gennesaret, he saw two boats by the lake; but 

the fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their nets. Getting into one of the boats, which was 

Simon’s, he asked him to put out a little from the land. And he sat down and taught the people from the 

boat. And when he had ceased speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into the deep and let down your nets 

for a catch.” And Simon answered, “Master, we toiled all night and took nothing! But at your word I will 

let down the nets.” And when they had done this, they enclosed a great shoal of fish; and as their nets 

were breaking, they beckoned to their partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they came 

and filled both the boats, so that they began to sink. But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ 

knees, saying, “Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord.” For he was astonished, and all who were 

with him, at the catch of fish which they had taken; and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, 

who were partners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; henceforth you will be catching 

men.” And when they had brought their boats to land, they left everything and followed him. [RSV] 
 

 



  



 

 

 

 
 

Save Saturday October 17th!!!!! 

St. Nicks will be running another delicious Greek2Go on 

Saturday, October 17, and the church needs your help!        

We are offering delicious takeout Greek food for pickup 

between noon and 6:00 PM.  

Your help is needed at any point in the day and yes, it is OK 

to come for an hour or two.  It takes a lot of manpower to 

fill the hundreds of food orders in a short period of time. 

Want to help at the busiest time?  Then please volunteer 

between 10:30 AM and 1:00 PM and/or between 3:30 PM 

and 6:00 PM.  

 

Need more information? 

Please contact Jim Machin 724-413-3607  

or 

Michelle Kostagrelos 412 680-1416 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Last week, the bells started to ring again for the beginning of Church School with an 

Agiasmo (Blessings of the Water)!  

As the Church School Director I am looking forward to working with the teachers and YOU 

(the St. Nicholas parishioners) to enrich the lives of our children.  St. Nicholas is our spiritual family 

and we all should take part in educating our youth (the you of tomorrow).  As a community, we 

need to show our children our love and devotion to our Orthodox faith.   

This year’s Church School theme is “Living the Liturgical Life.”  Each week in the bulletin 

& sermonette, there will be information about different Feast Days that we, as Orthodox Christians, 

commemorate, as well as proper Church etiquette. 

Every week your child is encouraged to bring “a donation” to Church School (this will help 

them learn the lesson of “stewardship”), plus, be assigned homework:  Do something nice for 

someone! 

Continuing this year, a Church School Choir!  Psalteria Amy Hogg will continue to have 

special lessons with Church School students to teach them to chant the Divine Liturgy. 

Please take the time to look over the 2026-2027 Church School Calendar, fill out the 

registration form and volunteer your time, talent, and treasure to help our children.   

I would like to thank the parents in advance for sharing your children with us every Sunday!  

But what can you do to help?  You can help our Church School program, in the final analysis, your 

child, by bringing him/her every Sunday.  Encourage your   child to tell you about the lesson taught 

for the day, as well as the craft brought home.  Pray with your child.  (Each lesson should begin and 

end with Prayer.)   

Attend  worship services together as a family; Divine Liturgy starts at 9:30 a.m. 

Yours in Christ, 

Miss Michelle 

  

  

  



 

 

 

 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stewardship 2026: Thank you to our new and returning Saint Nicholas Stewards! 
 For those who have not filled out a card, please do so as our church depends on 
stewardship for ongoing ministries as well as maintaining our beautiful Cathedral. 
 
Cards are available in the Narthex and online at http://www.stnickspgh.org. 

 

 

We build up the Body of Christ by offering  

our time, talents, and treasures with love and joy. 

Visit our website to fill out a Stewardship Card or to donate at www.stnickspgh.org. 

 

2026 STEWARDSHIP 
Total Stewards 198 (GOAL 300) 

Total Pledged $101,056.00 
 (GOAL ($255,000.00) 

Avg. Pledge $1033.91 

  

Homewood Cemetery 
St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Cathedral Greek Section 
There are currently 45 graves available for purchase. 

New Cost per grave: 
$4,000.00 per grave for a member of St. Nicholas. 

$5,000.00 per grave for non-member. 
Contact the Church Office at 412-682-3866 for further information. 

http://www.stnickspgh.org/
http://www.stnickspgh.org/


 

           

 

 

          

         

 

 



                            

 

 

 

Sponsorships Welcome for 

Parish Luncheon 

If you would like to help 

underwrite the Parish 

Luncheon, please make 

out a check to Saint 

Nicholas Cathedral, 

marking the memo 

“Parish Luncheon” and 

send it to the church 

office. 

Saint Nicholas thanks you! 



                           

 

 

 

St. Nicholas Cathedral New Year’s Eve 2026 
 
Join us as we celebrate the arrival of 2026 at St. 
Nicholas Cathedral. This New Year’s Eve 
gathering will also serve as a fund-raising event 
to support “The Cathedral  Roof Project”.  Your 
participation helps to preserve and strengthen 
our cathedral now and for the future. 
 
Help us plan the night! We are currently looking 
for individuals to be part of the NYE event 
planning committee. If you have enthusiasm, 
ideas, and would like to volunteer, we would love 
to hear from you! 
 

Please reach out to Bill Gary: 
Email: williamgary@comcast.net 

Call or Text: 412-889-4795 
 
With your help and support, let’s work together 
to make this event memorable and successful for 
our community! 
 

NRP's main fundraiser this year is a "Rock the Block" event 

on Saturday, October 31.  The event will run from 11:00 AM 

to 5:00 PM in front of Neighborhood Resilience Project 

2038 Bedford Ave Pittsburgh, PA 15219. 

If you would want to purchase VIP tickets or sponsor the 

event, please use this link for all the information. 

https://donorbox.org/events/962428/steps/choose_tickets 

mailto:williamgary@comcast.net
https://donorbox.org/events/962428/steps/choose_tickets


 



 

 

September/October 2026 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

27 

1st Sunday of Luke 

Orthros 

8:15 a.m. 
Divine Liturgy 

9:30 a.m. 

 
PGH Great Race 

 

28 

YAL Basketball 

7:00 p.m. 

29 30 

Paraklesis 

6:00 p.m. 

 

OCT 1  
Pitt/CMU OCF 

7:00 p.m. 

 

2 3 

Greek School 

10:00 a.m. 

4 

2nd Sunday of Luke 

Orthros 
8:15 a.m. 

Divine Liturgy 

9:30 a.m. 
 

Visit of the Assembly 

of Canonical 

 Orthodox Bishops in 

the USA 

5 

YAL Basketball 

7:00 p.m. 

6 7 

Paraklesis 

6:00 p.m. 
 

8 

Pitt/CMU OCF 

7:00 p.m. 
 

9 10 

Greek School 

10:00 a.m. 

11 

Sunday of the 7th 

Ecumenical Council 

Orthros 

8:15 a.m. 
Divine Liturgy 

9:30 a.m. 

 
Walk for Missions 

12p.m. 

 

12    

YAL Basketball 

7:00 p.m. 

13 

Adult Greek Classes 
6:30 p.m. 

14 

Paraklesis 

6:00 p.m. 

 

15 

Pitt/CMU OCF 

7:00 p.m. 

 

16 17 

GREEK to GO 

18 

Feast of 

St. Luke the 

Evangelist 

Orthros 
8:15 a.m. 

Divine Liturgy 

9:30 a.m. 
 

Pancakes for a  

Purpose 

 

19 

YAL Basketball 

7:00 p.m. 

20 

Adult Greek Classes 
6:30 p.m. 

21 

Paraklesis 

6:00 p.m. 

 

22 

Pitt/CMU OCF 

7:00 p.m. 

 

23 24 

Greek School 

10:00 a.m. 

25 

6th Sunday of Luke 

Orthros 

8:15 a.m. 

Divine Liturgy 

9:30 a.m. 

 

Fall Parish Assembly 

 

26 

YAL Basketball 

7:00 p.m. 

27 

Adult Greek Classes 
6:30 p.m. 

28 

Paraklesis 

6:00 p.m. 

 

29 

Pitt/CMU OCF 

7:00 p.m. 

 

30 31 

Greek School 

10:00 a.m. 


