
SUNDAY, September 13, 2026 – Sunday Before Holy Cross 

Saint of the Day: Cornelius, the Centurion  

Plagal Second Mode · Fourth Eothinon 

 

 

 
 
 

Questions about our Parish?  E-mail church@stnickspgh.org or call 412-682-3866 

Our weekly Sunday worship schedule: Orthros 8:15 a.m. & Divine Liturgy 9:30 a.m. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

        

TODAY: 
• We welcome back our choir after their summer break 

• Memorial Service for Stephen Harris (5 years) 

• Trisagion Services for Maritsa Dometakis (5 yrs) & Nico Dometakis (2 yrs) 

• A second basket will be passed today to benefit Hellenic College Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of 

Theology – our seminary in Boston 

• Special Parish Assembly will be held at the conclusion of Divine Liturgy 

• Coffee Hour is hosted by Parish Council and sponsored by the Harris family in the Large Hall 

 

THIS WEEK AT ST. NICHOLAS: 

• Monday, September 14:        Exaltation of the Holy Cross, Orthros 8:30 am, Div. Lit. 9:30 am 

 YAL Basketball 7:00 pm    

• Wednesday, September 16:  Paraklesis 6:00 pm 

• Thursday, September 17:     Pitt/CMU OCF 7:00 pm 

• Sunday, September 20:         Church Picnic at Schenley Park Vietnam Veterans Pavilion 

 

 

  

If you cannot join us 

in person, you may 

participate in our 

services live at 

www.stnickspgh.org/ 

by selecting the link 

“Click Here for Live 

Streaming.” 

WELCOME, VISITORS! You are honored guests here at St. Nicholas Cathedral and welcome at all our services. We invite you to 
receive the Holy Eucharist (Communion) if you are an Orthodox Christian who is prepared through fasting, prayer, and 
confession. If you are not Orthodox, or are Orthodox but have not prepared, we respectfully invite you instead to come forward 
at the end of the service for a blessing by the priest and a piece of blessed bread (antidoron).  
 

 

 

VISIT www.stnickspgh.org for news and updates about our parish! 
CLERGY:  Rev. Fr. Eleftherios Constantine and Rev. Dn. Robert Lykos 

Father’s e-mail address:  fr.ec@stnickspgh.org 
PROTOPSALTRIA:  Amy Hogg  

CHOIR DIRECTOR:  Steve Andrews | ORGANIST:  Brett Wells 
 

WELCOME TO ST. NICHOLAS CATHEDRAL! 

 

mailto:church@stnickspgh.org
http://www.stnickspgh.org/
http://www.stnickspgh.org/


TODAY’S HYMNS AND READINGS 
 

The Resurrection Hymn of the week in pl. 2nd mode  

is chanted twice for the Small Entrance: 

Ἀγγελικαὶ δυνάμεις ἐπὶ τὸ μνῆμα σου, καὶ οἱ φυλάσσοντες 

ἀπενεκρώθησαν· καὶ ἵστατο Μαρία ἐν τῷ τάφῳ, ζητοῦσα τὸ ἄχραντόν σου 

σῶμα. Ἐσκύλευσας τὸν ᾅδην, μὴ πειρασθεὶς ὑπʼ αὐτοῦ· ὑπήντησας τῇ 

Παρθένῳ, δωρούμενος τὴν ζωήν. Ὁ ἀναστὰς ἐκ τῶν νεκρῶν, Κύριε δόξα σοι. 

When the angelic powers appeared at Your tomb, the soldiers guarding it 

feared and became as dead. And standing by the sepulcher was Mary, who was seeking Your immaculate 

body. Unassailed by Hades, You divested it of spoils. Then You met the Virgin. You granted life. O Lord, 

risen from the dead, glory to You! 
 

At the Small Entrance, the usual Entrance Hymn is chanted. 
 

Following the Small Entrance, the Resurrection Hymn of the week in pl. 2nd mode is repeated (see above).  
 

Apolytikion for the Forefeast of the Cross – 2nd Mode. 

Tὸν ζωοποιὸν Σταυρὸν τῆς σῆς ἀγαθότητος, ὃν ἐδωρήσω ἡμῖν τοῖς ἀναξίοις Κύριε, σοὶ 

προσάγομεν εἰς πρεσβείαν. Σῷζε τοὺς βασιλεῖς καὶ τὴν πόλιν σου, εἰρηνεύοντας διὰ τῆς Θεοτόκου, 

μόνε φιλάνθρωπε. 

O benevolent Lord, as an intercessor we  present to You the life-giving Cross of Your goodness, 

which we the unworthy have as a gift from You. Save our leaders and our nation and keep them in peace, 

through the Theotokos. 
 

Apolytikion for the Consecration – 4th Mode. 

Ὡς τοῦ ἄνω στερεώματος τὴν εὐπρέπειαν καὶ τὴν κάτω συναπέδειξας ὡραιότητα, τοῦ ἁγίου 

σκηνώματος τῆς δόξης σου Κύριε. Κραταίωσον αὐτὸ εἰς αἰῶνα αἰῶνος, καὶ πρόσδεξαι ἡμῶν, τὰς ἐν 

αὐτῷ ἀπαύστως προσαγομένας σοι δεήσεις, πρεσβείαις τῆς Θεοτόκου, ἡ πάντων ζωὴ καὶ ἀνάστασις. 

You have made the earthly beauty of the holy tabernacle of Your glory to be like the majesty of the 

firmament on high, O Lord. Make it strong forever and ever and accept our supplications that we 

unceasingly bring to You there, at the intercession of the Theotokos. For You are the life and resurrection 

of all. 

The clergy chant the hymn for the memorial service in plagal fourth mode. 

Μνήσθητι Κύριε, ὡς ἀγαθὸς τῶν δούλων σου, καὶ ὅσα ἐν βίῳ ἥμαρτον συγχώρησον· οὐδεὶς γὰρ 

ἀναμάρτητος, εἰ μὴ Σὺ ὁ δυνάμενος, καὶ τοῖς μεταστᾶσι δοῦναι τήν ἀνάπαυσιν. 

Remember, O Lord, as You are good, Your servants, and forgive every sin they have committed in 

this life. For no one is sinless except You, Who have power to grant rest to those who have fallen asleep. 
 

Apolytikion hymn for our patron, St. Nicholas – 4th mode: 

Κανόνα πίστεως καὶ εἰκόνα πραότητος, ἐγκρατείας διδάσκαλον, ἀνέδειξέ σε τῇ ποίμνῃ σου, ἡ 

τῶν πραγμάτων ἀλήθεια· διὰ τοῦτο ἐκτήσω τῇ ταπεινώσει τὰ ὑψηλά, τῇ πτωχείᾳ τὰ πλούσια, Πάτερ 

ἱεράρχα Νικόλαε· πρέσβευε Χριστῷ τῷ Θεῷ, σωθῆναι τὰς ψυχὰς ἡμῶν. 

The truth of things have revealed you to your flock as a rule of faith, an icon of meekness, and a 

teacher of temperance; for this cause you have achieved the heights by humility, riches by poverty. O 

Father and Hierarch Nicholas, intercede with Christ God that our souls be saved. 



 

Festal Kontakion for Forefeast of the Cross – 4th mode: 

Οὐρανὸς πολύφωτος ἡ Ἐκκλησία, ἀνεδείχθη ἅπαντας, φωταγωγοῦσα τοὺς πιστούς· ἐν ᾧ 

ἑστῶτες κραυγάζομεν· Τοῦτον τὸν οἶκον στερέωσον Κύριε. 

Lord, Your Church appears to us * to be like heaven * full of light, and guides with light * all who 

believe in You, O Christ. * And we who stand in it cry to You: * Savior, establish forever this holy house. 

 

Today’s Epistle Reading (Sunday Before the Elevation of the Cross): 

The reading is from Paul’s Letter to the Galatians (6:11 – 18) 

Ἀδελφοί, ἴδετε πηλίκοις ὑμῖν γράμμασιν ἔγραψα τῇ ἐμῇ χειρί. ὅσοι θέλουσιν εὐπροσωπῆσαι ἐν 

σαρκί, οὗτοι ἀναγκάζουσιν ὑμᾶς περιτέμνεσθαι, μόνον ἵνα μὴ τῷ σταυρῷ τοῦ Χριστοῦ διώκωνται. 

οὐδὲ γὰρ οἱ περιτετμημένοι αὐτοὶ νόμον φυλάσσουσιν, ἀλλὰ θέλουσιν ὑμᾶς περιτέμνεσθαι, ἵνα ἐν τῇ 

ὑμετέρᾳ σαρκὶ καυχήσωνται. ἐμοὶ δὲ μὴ γένοιτο καυχᾶσθαι εἰ μὴ ἐν τῷ σταυρῷ τοῦ Κυρίου ἡμῶν 

Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ, δι᾽ οὗ ἐμοὶ κόσμος ἐσταύρωται κἀγὼ τῷ κόσμῳ. ἐν γὰρ Χριστῷ Ἰησοῦ οὔτε περιτομή 

τι ἰσχύει οὔτε ἀκροβυστία, ἀλλὰ καινὴ κτίσις. καὶ ὅσοι τῷ κανόνι τούτῳ στοιχήσουσιν, εἰρήνη ἐπ᾽ 

αὐτοὺς καὶ ἔλεος, καὶ ἐπὶ τὸν Ἰσραὴλ τοῦ Θεοῦ. Τοῦ λοιποῦ κόπους μοι μηδεὶς παρεχέτω· ἐγὼ γὰρ τὰ 

στίγματα τοῦ Κυρίου Ἰησοῦ ἐν τῷ σώματί μου βαστάζω. Ἡ χάρις τοῦ Κυρίου ἡμῶν Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ 

μετὰ τοῦ πνεύματος ὑμῶν, ἀδελφοί· ἀμήν. 

Brethren, see with what large letters I am writing to you with my own hand. It is those who want 

to make a good showing in the flesh that would compel you to be circumcised, and only in order that they 

may not be persecuted for the cross of Christ. For even those who receive circumcision do not themselves 

keep the law, but they desire to have you circumcised that they may glory in your flesh. But far be it from 

me to glory except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me, and 

I to the world. For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision counts for anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new 

creation. Peace and mercy be upon all who walk by this rule, upon the Israel of God. Henceforth let no 

man trouble me; for I bear on my body the marks of Jesus. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your 

spirit, brethren. Amen. [RSV] 

 

Today’s Gospel Reading (Sunday Before the Elevation of the Cross):  

The reading is from the Holy Gospel according to John (3:13 – 17) 

Eἶπεν ὁ Κύριος · οὐδεὶς ἀναβέβηκεν εἰς τὸν οὐρανὸν εἰ μὴ ὁ ἐκ τοῦ οὐρανοῦ καταβάς, ὁ υἱὸς τοῦ 

ἀνθρώπου ὁ ὢν ἐν τῷ οὐρανῷ. καὶ καθὼς Μωϋσῆς ὕψωσε τὸν ὄφιν ἐν τῇ ἐρήμῳ, οὕτως ὑψωθῆναι δεῖ 

τὸν υἱὸν τοῦ ἀνθρώπου, ἵνα πᾶς ὁ πιστεύων εἰς αὐτὸν μὴ ἀπόληται, ἀλλ᾽ ἔχῃ ζωὴν αἰώνιον. οὕτω γὰρ 

ἠγάπησεν ὁ Θεὸς τὸν κόσμον, ὥστε τὸν υἱὸν αὐτοῦ τὸν μονογενῆ ἔδωκεν, ἵνα πᾶς ὁ πιστεύων εἰς 

αὐτὸν μὴ ἀπόληται, ἀλλ᾽ ἔχῃ ζωὴν αἰώνιον. οὐ γὰρ ἀπέστειλεν ὁ Θεὸς τὸν υἱὸν αὐτοῦ εἰς τὸν κόσμον 

ἵνα κρίνῃ τὸν κόσμον, ἀλλ᾽ ἵνα σωθῇ ὁ κόσμος δι᾽ αὐτοῦ. 

The Lord Lord said, “No one has ascended into heaven but he who descended from heaven, the 

Son of man who is in heaven. And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of 

man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. For God so loved 

the world that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have 

eternal life. For God sent the Son into the world, not to condemn the world, but that the world might be 

saved through him.” [RSV] 

 
 



 
 



 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

  

  

Sunday, September 20, 2026, the bells will start to ring again for the beginning of Church 

School with an Agiasmo (Blessings of the Water)!  

As the Church School Director I am looking forward to working with the teachers and YOU 

(the St. Nicholas parishioners) to enrich the lives of our children.  St. Nicholas is our spiritual family 

and we all should take part in educating our youth (the you of tomorrow).  As a community, we 

need to show our children our love and devotion to our Orthodox faith.   

This year’s Church School theme is “Living the Liturgical Life.”  Each week in the bulletin 

& sermonette, there will be information about different Feast Days that we, as Orthodox Christians, 

commemorate, as well as proper Church etiquette. 

Every week your child is encouraged to bring “a donation” to Church School (this will help 

them learn the lesson of “stewardship”), plus, be assigned homework:  Do something nice for 

someone! 

Continuing this year, a Church School Choir!  Psalteria Amy Hogg will continue to have 

special lessons with Church School students to teach them to chant the Divine Liturgy. 

Please take the time to look over the attached 2026-2027 Church School  Calendar, fill out 

the registration form (and bring it on or before the 20th) and volunteer your time, talent, and 

treasure to help our children.   

I would like to thank the parents in advance for sharing your children with us every Sunday!  

But what can you do to help?  You can help our Church School program, in the final analysis, your 

child, by bringing him/her every Sunday.  Encourage your   child to tell you about the lesson taught 

for the day, as well as the craft brought home.  Pray with your child.  (Each lesson should begin and 

end with Prayer.)   

Attend  worship services together as a family; Divine Liturgy starts at 9:30 a.m. 

Yours in Christ, 

Miss Michelle 

  

  

  

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stewardship 2026: Thank you to our new and returning Saint Nicholas Stewards! 
 For those who have not filled out a card, please do so as our church depends on 
stewardship for ongoing ministries as well as maintaining our beautiful Cathedral. 
 
Cards are available in the Narthex and online at http://www.stnickspgh.org. 

 

 

We build up the Body of Christ by offering  

our time, talents, and treasures with love and joy. 

Visit our website to fill out a Stewardship Card or to donate at www.stnickspgh.org. 

 

2026 STEWARDSHIP 

Total Stewards 198 (GOAL 300) 
Total Pledged $101,056.00 

 (GOAL ($255,000.00) 
Avg. Pledge $1033.91 

  

Homewood Cemetery 
St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Cathedral Greek Section 
There are currently 5 graves available for purchase. 

Cost per grave: 
$2,800.00 per grave for a member of St. Nicholas. 

$3,300.00 per grave for non-member. 
Contact the Church Office at 412-682-3866 for further information. 

http://www.stnickspgh.org/
http://www.stnickspgh.org/


 

  



 

 

 



 



 

Parish Luncheon Sunday, October 4, 2026 

Along with the Assembly of Bishops, we are honored to once 

again welcome His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros of 

America, His Eminence Metropolitan Savas of Pittsburgh and 

many more hierarchs from across the USA to Saint Nicholas. 

Please join us for a community parish luncheon immediately 

following the Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. 

To make reservations, please contact Michelle Kotsagrelos  

at 412.680.1412. 

 

 

Sponsorships Welcome for Parish Luncheon 

If you would like to help underwrite the Parish 

Luncheon, please make out a check to Saint 

Nicholas Cathedral, marking the memo “Parish 

Luncheon” and send it to the church office. 

Saint Nicholas thanks you! 



 

 



 

 



 

September 2026 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

13 

Sunday before 

Holy Cross 

Orthros 
8:15 a.m. 

Divine Liturgy 

9:30 a.m. 
 

 

Great Vespers 
at Holy Cross 

in Mt. Lebanon, PA 

 

14 

Exaltation of the 

Holy Cross 

Orthros 8:30 a.m. 
Divine Liturgy 

9:30 a.m. 

 

YAL Basketball 

7:00 p.m. 

 

15 

 

16 

Paraklesis 

6:00 p.m. 

 

17 

Pitt/CMU OCF 

7:00 p.m. 

 

18 

 

19 

 

Sacrament: Wedding 

20 
Sunday after 

Holy Cross 

Orthros 
8:15 a.m. 

Divine Liturgy 

9:30 a.m. 
 

Church Picnic 

Vietnam Veterans 

Pavilion in Schenley 

Park 

 

21 
Parish Council 

Meeting 

7:00 p.m. 
 

YAL Basketball 

7:00 p.m. 
 

22 23 
Paraklesis 

6:00 p.m. 

 

24 
Pitt/CMU OCF 

7:00 p.m. 

 
. 

 

25 26 
Metropolis of 

Pittsburgh Clergy 

Laity Assembly 

27 
1st Sunday of Luke 

Orthros 

8:15 a.m. 
Divine Liturgy 

9:30 a.m. 
 

PGH Great Race 

 

28 
YAL Basketball 

7:00 p.m. 

29 30 
Paraklesis 

6:00 p.m. 

 

OCT 1  
Pitt/CMU OCF 

7:00 p.m. 
 

2 3 

4 

 
Orthros 

8:15 a.m. 

Divine Liturgy 
9:30 a.m. 

 

Parish Luncheon 

5 

YAL Basketball 

7:00 p.m. 

6 7 

Paraklesis 

6:00 p.m. 

 

8 

Pitt/CMU OCF 

7:00 p.m. 

 

9 10 

11 

 
Orthros 

8:15 a.m. 

Divine Liturgy 

9:30 a.m. 

 

12 YAL Basketball 

7:00 p.m. 

13 14 

Paraklesis 

6:00 p.m. 

 

15 

Pitt/CMU OCF 

7:00 p.m. 

 

16 17 


