
SUNDAY, March 29, 2026 – 5th Sunday of Lent 
Saint of the day: Our Devout Mother Mary of Egypt 

First Mode · Ninth Eothinon · Liturgy of St. Basil the Great 

 

 

 
 
 

Questions about our Parish?  E-mail church@stnickspgh.org or call 412-682-3866 

Our weekly Sunday worship schedule: Orthros 8:15 a.m. & Divine Liturgy 9:30 a.m. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

        

TODAY: 
• Coffee Hour hosted by GOYA in the Large Hall 

 
THIS WEEK AT ST. NICHOLAS: 

 

• Monday, March 30:  YAL Basketball 7:00 pm 

• Tuesday, March 31:  Adult Greek Classes 6:30 pm 

• Thursday, April 2:   Catechism 6:00 pm; Pitt/CMU OCF 7:30 pm 

• Saturday, April 4:                   Lazarus Saturday Orthros 8:30 am; Divine Liturgy 9:30 am 

  Followed by Youth Retreat and Palm Making 

• Sunday, April 5:   Palm Sunday; Palm Sunday Luncheon 

Bridegroom Service 6:30 pm 

 

 

    

New Days for our Festival this Year 
We're making a slight change in our usual festival days this year.  Our festival will begin on a Tuesday and end on a Sunday. 

64th Annual St. Nicholas Greek Food Festival 
Tuesday, May 5 to Mother's Day, Sunday May 10 

 

 

 

If you cannot join us 

in person, you may 

participate in our 

services live at 

www.stnickspgh.org/ 

by selecting the link 

“Click Here for Live 

Streaming.” 

WELCOME, VISITORS! You are honored guests here at St. Nicholas Cathedral and welcome at all our services. We invite you to 
receive the Holy Eucharist (Communion) if you are an Orthodox Christian who is prepared through fasting, prayer, and 
confession. If you are not Orthodox, or are Orthodox but have not prepared, we respectfully invite you instead to come forward 
at the end of the service for a blessing by the priest and a piece of blessed bread (antidoron).  
 

 

 

VISIT www.stnickspgh.org for news and updates about our parish! 
CLERGY:  Rev. Fr. Eleftherios Constantine and Rev. Dn. Robert Lykos 

Father’s e-mail address:  fr.ec@stnickspgh.org 
PROTOPSALTRIA:  Amy Hogg  

CHOIR DIRECTOR:  Steve Andrews | ORGANIST:  Brett Wells 
 

WELCOME TO ST. NICHOLAS CATHEDRAL! 

 

mailto:church@stnickspgh.org
http://www.stnickspgh.org/
http://www.stnickspgh.org/


TODAY’S HYMNS AND READINGS 

 

The Resurrection Hymn of the week in 1st mode is chanted twice for the Small Entrance: 

Τοῦ λίθου σφραγισθέντος ὑπὸ τῶν Ἰουδαίων, καὶ στρατιωτῶν 

φυλασσόντων τὸ ἄχραντόν σου σῶμα, ἀνέστης τριήμερος Σωτήρ, δωρούμενος τῷ 

κόσμῳ τὴν ζωήν. Διὰ τοῦτο αἱ Δυνάμεις τῶν οὐρανῶν ἐβόων σοι Ζωοδότα· Δόξα 

τῇ ἀναστάσει σου Χριστέ, δόξα τῇ βασιλείᾳ σου, δόξα τῇ οἰκονομίᾳ σου, μόνε 

Φιλάνθρωπε. 

The stone having been sealed by the Pharisees and chief priests, and Your all-immaculate body being 

guarded by soldiers, You rose on the third day, O Lord and Savior, granting life unto the world. Then the 

powers of the heavens cried out to You, O Giver of Life, and shouted, “Glory to Your resurrection, O Christ! 

Glory to Your eternal rule! Glory to Your plan for saving us, only benevolent God!” 

 

At the Small Entrance, the usual Entrance Hymn is chanted. 

 

Following the Small Entrance, the Resurrection Hymn of the week in first mode is repeated (see above).  

 

After this, the Hymn for the Saint of the day  

(St. Mary of Egypt) in plagal fourth mode is chanted:  

Ἐν σοὶ Μῆτερ ἀκριβῶς διεσώθη τὸ κατʼ 

εἰκόνα· λαβοῦσα γὰρ τὸν σταυρόν, ἠκολούθησας τῷ 

Χριστῷ, καὶ πράττουσα ἐδίδασκες ὑπερορᾶν μὲν 

σαρκὸς παρέρχεται γάρ, ἐπιμελεῖσθαι δὲ ψυχῆς, 

πράγματος ἀθανάτου· διὸ καὶ μετὰ Ἀγγέλων 

συναγάλλεται Ὁσία Μαρία τὸ πνεῦμά σου. 

In you, O Mother, is preserved undistorted 

what was made in the image of God; for taking up the 

cross, you followed Christ and by example taught, that 

we should overlook the flesh, since it passes away, and 

instead look after the soul, since it is immortal. And 

therefore, O devout Mary, your spirit rejoices with the 

angels. 

 

We then chant the Apolytikion hymn for our patron, St. Nicholas, in fourth mode: 

Κανόνα πίστεως καὶ εἰκόνα πραότητος, ἐγκρατείας διδάσκαλον, ἀνέδειξέ σε τῇ ποίμνῃ σου, ἡ 

τῶν πραγμάτων ἀλήθεια· διὰ τοῦτο ἐκτήσω τῇ ταπεινώσει τὰ ὑψηλά, τῇ πτωχείᾳ τὰ πλούσια, Πάτερ 

ἱεράρχα Νικόλαε· πρέσβευε Χριστῷ τῷ Θεῷ, σωθῆναι τὰς ψυχὰς ἡμῶν. 

The truth of things have revealed you to your flock as a rule of faith, an icon of meekness, and a 

teacher of temperance; for this cause you have achieved the heights by humility, riches by poverty. O Father 

and Hierarch Nicholas, intercede with Christ God that our souls be saved. 

 

Finally, we chant the usual Kontakion, in second mode: 

Προστασία τῶν Χριστιανῶν ἀκαταίσχυντε, μεσιτεία, πρὸς τὸν Ποιητὴν ἀμετάθετε, μὴ παρίδῃς, 

ἁμαρτωλῶν δεήσεων φωνάς, ἀλλὰ πρόφθασον, ὡς ἀγαθή, εἰς τὴν βοήθειαν ἡμῶν, τῶν πιστῶς 



κραυγαζόντων σοι· Τάχυνον εἰς πρεσβείαν, καὶ σπεῦσον εἰς ἱκεσίαν, ἡ προστατεύουσα ἀεί, Θεοτόκε, 

τῶν τιμώντων σε. 

O Protection of Christians that never falls, intercession with the Creator that never fails, we sinners 

beg you, do not ignore the voices of our prayers. O good Lady, we implore you, quickly come unto our aid, 

when we cry out to you with faith. Hurry to intercession, and hasten to supplication, O Theotokos who 

protect now and ever those who honor you. 

 

Today’s Epistle Reading (5th Sunday of Lent): 

The reading is from St. Paul’s Letter to the Hebrews (9:11-14) 

Ἀδελφοί, Χριστὸς παραγενόμενος ἀρχιερεὺς τῶν μελλόντων ἀγαθῶν διὰ τῆς μείζονος καὶ 

τελειοτέρας σκηνῆς, οὐ χειροποιήτου, τοῦτ᾽ ἔστιν οὐ ταύτης τῆς κτίσεως, οὐδὲ δι᾽ αἵματος τράγων καὶ 

μόσχων, διὰ δὲ τοῦ ἰδίου αἵματος εἰσῆλθεν ἐφάπαξ εἰς τὰ Ἅγια, αἰωνίαν λύτρωσιν εὑράμενος. εἰ γὰρ 

τὸ αἷμα ταύρων καὶ τράγων καὶ σποδὸς δαμάλεως ῥαντίζουσα τοὺς κεκοινωμένους ἁγιάζει πρὸς τὴν 

τῆς σαρκὸς καθαρότητα, πόσῳ μᾶλλον τὸ αἷμα τοῦ Χριστοῦ, ὃς διὰ Πνεύματος αἰωνίου ἑαυτὸν 

προσήνεγκεν ἄμωμον τῷ Θεῷ, καθαριεῖ τὴν συνείδησιν ὑμῶν ἀπὸ νεκρῶν ἔργων εἰς τὸ λατρεύειν Θεῷ 

ζῶντι; 

Brethren, when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things to come, then through the greater 

and more perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this creation) he entered once for all into the 

Holy Place, not with the blood of goats and calves but with his own blood, thus securing an eternal 

redemption. For if the sprinkling of defiled persons with the blood of goats and bulls and with the ashes of 

a heifer sanctifies for the purification of the flesh, how much more shall the blood of Christ, who through 

the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, purify your conscience from dead works to serve 

the living God? [RSV] 

 

Today’s Gospel Reading (5th Sunday of Lent):  

The reading is from the Holy Gospel according to Mark (10:32–45) 

Τῷ καιρῷ ἐκείνῳ, παραλαβὼν ὁ Ἰησοῦς τοὺς δώδεκα μαθητὰς αὐτοῦ ἤρξατο αὐτοῖς λέγειν τὰ 

μέλλοντα αὐτῷ συμβαίνειν, ὅτι ἰδοὺ ἀναβαίνομεν εἰς Ἱεροσόλυμα καὶ ὁ υἱὸς τοῦ ἀνθρώπου 

παραδοθήσεται τοῖς ἀρχιερεῦσι καὶ γραμματεῦσι, καὶ κατακρινοῦσιν αὐτὸν θανάτῳ καὶ 

παραδώσουσιν αὐτὸν τοῖς ἔθνεσι, καὶ ἐμπαίξουσιν αὐτῷ καὶ μαστιγώσουσιν αὐτὸν καὶ ἐμπτύσουσιν 

αὐτῷ καὶ ἀποκτενοῦσιν αὐτόν, καὶ τῇ τρίτῃ ἡμέρᾳ ἀναστήσεται. Καὶ προσπορεύονται αὐτῷ Ἰάκωβος 

καὶ Ἰωάννης υἱοὶ Ζεβεδαίου λέγοντες· διδάσκαλε, θέλομεν ἵνα ὃ ἐὰν αἰτήσωμεν ποιήσῃς ἡμῖν. ὁ δὲ 

εἶπεν αὐτοῖς· τί θέλετε ποιῆσαί με ὑμῖν; οἱ δὲ εἶπον αὐτῷ· δὸς ἡμῖν ἵνα εἷς ἐκ δεξιῶν σου καὶ εἷς ἐξ 

εὐωνύμων σου καθίσωμεν ἐν τῇ δόξῃ σου. ὁ δὲ Ἰησοῦς εἶπεν αὐτοῖς· οὐκ οἴδατε τί αἰτεῖσθε. δύνασθε 

πιεῖν τὸ ποτήριον ὃ ἐγὼ πίνω, καὶ τὸ βάπτισμα ὃ ἐγὼ βαπτίζομαι βαπτισθῆναι; οἱ δὲ εἶπον αὐτῷ· 

δυνάμεθα. ὁ δὲ Ἰησοῦς εἶπεν αὐτοῖς· τὸ μὲν ποτήριον ὃ ἐγὼ πίνω πίεσθε, καὶ τὸ βάπτισμα ὃ ἐγὼ 

βαπτίζομαι βαπτισθήσεσθε· τὸ δὲ καθίσαι ἐκ δεξιῶν μου καὶ ἐξ εὐωνύμων οὐκ ἔστιν ἐμὸν δοῦναι, ἀλλ᾿ 

οἷς ἡτοίμασται. Καὶ ἀκούσαντες οἱ δέκα ἤρξαντο ἀγανακτεῖν περὶ Ἰακώβου καὶ Ἰωάννου. ὁ δὲ Ἰησοῦς 

προσκαλεσάμενος αὐτοὺς λέγει αὐτοῖς· οἴδατε ὅτι οἱ δοκοῦντες ἄρχειν τῶν ἐθνῶν κατακυριεύουσιν 

αὐτῶν καὶ οἱ μεγάλοι αὐτῶν κατεξουσιάζουσιν αὐτῶν· οὐχ οὕτω δὲ ἔσται ἐν ὑμῖν, ἀλλ᾿ ὃς ἐὰν θέλῃ 

γενέσθαι μέγας ἐν ὑμῖν, ἔσται ὑμῶν διάκονος, καὶ ὃς ἐὰν θέλῃ ὑμῶν γενέσθαι πρῶτος, ἔσται πάντων 

δοῦλος· καὶ γὰρ ὁ υἱὸς τοῦ ἀνθρώπου οὐκ ἦλθε διακονηθῆναι, ἀλλὰ διακονῆσαι, καὶ δοῦναι τὴν ψυχὴν 

αὐτοῦ λύτρον ἀντὶ πολλῶν. 



At that time, Jesus took his twelve disciples, and he began to tell them what was to happen to him, 

saying, “Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem; and the Son of man will be delivered to the chief priests and 

the scribes, and they will condemn him to death, and deliver him to the Gentiles; and they will mock him, 

and spit upon him, and scourge him, and kill him; and after three days he will rise.” And James and John, 

the sons of Zebedee, came forward to him, and said to him, “Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever 

we ask of you.” And he said to them, “What do you want me to do for you?” And they said to him, “Grant 

us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory.” But Jesus said to them, “You do not 

know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or to be baptized with the baptism 

with which I am baptized?” And they said to him, “We are able.” And Jesus said to them, “The cup that I 

drink you will drink; and with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized; but to sit at my 

right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.” And when 

the ten heard it, they began to be indignant of James and John. And Jesus called them to him and said to 

them, “You know that those who are supposed to rule over the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great 

men exercise authority over them. But it shall not be so among you; but whoever would be great among 

you must be your servant, and whoever would be first among you must be slave of all. For the Son of man 

also came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” [RSV]  

 

~ ~ ~ 

 

The hymn of the Theotokos for the Liturgy of St. Basil is chanted (Instead of “It is truly right…”): 

Ἐπὶ σοὶ χαίρει, Κεχαριτωμένη, πᾶσα ἡ κτίσις, Ἀγγέλων τὸ σύστημα, καὶ ἀνθρώπων τὸ γένος, 

ἡγιασμένε ναέ, καὶ Παράδεισε λογικέ, παρθενικὸν καύχημα· ἐξ ἧς Θεὸς ἐσαρκώθη, καὶ παιδίον 

γέγονεν, ὁ πρὸ αἰώνων ὑπάρχων Θεὸς ἡμῶν. Τὴν γὰρ σὴν μήτραν, θρόνον ἐποίησε, καὶ τὴν σὴν 

γαστέρα, πλατυτέραν οὐρανῶν ἀπειργάσατο. Ἐπὶ σοὶ χαίρει, Κεχαριτωμένη, πᾶσα ἡ κτίσις· δόξα σοι. 

In you, O Lady full of grace, all creation rejoices, the hosts of Angels and the human race. O 

consecrated temple and allegorical Paradise, virgins boast of you. For God became incarnate from you, yes, 

our eternally existing God became a child from you. He made a throne of your womb, and He made your 

body wider than the heavens. In you, O Lady full of grace, all creation rejoices. Glory to you! 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

SAINTS ALIVE 
 
March 29th   

• Mark, Bishop of Arethusa 

• Martyr Cyril the Deacon and 

Those with him 
 

March 30th  

• John Climacus , author of The 

Divine Ladder of Ascent  
 

      March 31st  

• The Holy Hieromartyr Hypatius, 

Bishop of Gangra 

• Innocent, Enlightener of Alaska 

April 1st  

• Mary of Egypt 

• Gerontios & Vasilides the Martyrs 
 

April 2nd  

• Titus the Wonderworker 

• Theodora the Virgin-martyr of Palestine 

April 3rd  

• Nicetas, Abbot of the Monastery of Medicium 

• Joseph the Hymnographer 

April 4th  

• George the Righteous of Maleon 

• Righteous Plato the Studite  
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                          From the Church School Desk: 

‘Our’ children are very busy with school and extracurricular activities and could easily find reasonable excuses not to 

spend any time researching, writing and speaking about their faith, but please save the date (Church School students in grades 

7th–12th) for the St. Nicholas Oratorical Festival to be held April 2026. For more information, please contact Chairman 

Eve Elsen at 412-580-9415 or eve.m.elsen@gmail.com. 

Upcoming dates to remember: 

Youth Retreat, Breakfast & Palm Cross Making 

Saturday, April 4, 2026 

Following the Divine Liturgy 

 

Easter Egg Hunt 

Easter Sunday, April 12, 2026 

Following the Agape Service 

 

 I appreciate the support from all of you and thanks for sharing your children with us every Sunday!  

Yours in Christ, 

Miss Michelle 
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We build up the Body of Christ by offering  

our time, talents, and treasures with love and joy. 

Visit our website to fill out a Stewardship Card or to donate at www.stnickspgh.org. 

 

2026 STEWARDSHIP 

Total Stewards 117 (GOAL 300) 

Total Pledged $101,056.00 
 (GOAL ($255,000.00) 

Avg. Pledge $1033.91 

  
Stewardship 2026: Thank you to our new and returning Saint Nicholas Stewards! 
 For those who have not filled out a card, please do so as our church depends on 
stewardship for ongoing ministries as well as maintaining our beautiful Cathedral. 
 
Cards are available in the Narthex and online at http://www.stnickspgh.org. 

 

FOOD FESTIVAL NEWS 
 

We are happy to report we’ve completed almost all of 
our food festival cooking.  See you after Easter. 

 

• Kourambiethes, Saturday, April 18 

• Diples, Monday, April 27 
 
We have new days this year for our food festival. Our 

festival begins Tuesday, May 5, and runs through 
Sunday, May 10.  Spread the word! 

 

FOOD FESTIVAL AD BOOK 
The 64th edition of our St. Nicholas Greek Food Festival ad book will be hitting the press soon. 

Please consider supporting it with either a personal ad or one from your business. All proceeds benefit 
the Saint Nicholas Building Fund.  Contract forms are located in the Narthex. 

 

                 SIXTY CLUB TRIP 

REMINDER 
$200.00 deposit due April 15, 2026, payable to St. 

Nicholas Cathedral. 
 

Come one come all for this end of the summer 
special fun trip to New York City, August 18th, 

19th, & 20th.  The price for double occupancy is 
$989 per person; single occupancy is $1289 and 

triple occupancy is $959 per person.  This 
includes all taxes and gratuities, a Broadway 
show, a visit to the St. Nicholas Shrine and 
much more.For more information, please 

contact 
Alice Lardas Gary 

412-249-8612 
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PHILOPTOCHOS NEWS 

Philoptochos is trying to put together a list of individuals who are willing and able to help the area 

college students (Pitt, CMU, Carlow, Chatham, Duquesne, RMU, CCAC, Penn State (Pittsburgh), Point 

Park, and LaRoche) during their stay here in Pittsburgh.  A list of drivers, doctors, dentists, pharmacists, 

etc. is being compiled so they will have someone to call.  Your assistance will be greatly appreciated.  The 

goal is to have this list complete by the end of the year for distribution in January (next semester’).  For 

more information, contact Michelle Kotsagrelos at 412-680-1416. 

 

 

Homewood Cemetery 
St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Cathedral Greek Section 

 
There are currently 19 graves available for purchase. 

 
Cost per grave: 

$2,800.00 per grave for a member of St. Nicholas. 
$3,300.00 per grave for non-member. 

 
Contact the Church Office at 412-682-3866 for 

further information. 

MOMS & DADS of ST NICKS 
 

College and Graduate Students - The Moms and Dads 
of St. Nicholas would like you to be our guest at the 
Palm Sunday Luncheon on April 5 following Liturgy. 
Please make your reservation and inform them you are 
a college student. Looking forward to seeing everyone. 
 
For more information and reservations contact: 
Michelle Kotsagrelos 412-680-1416.  
 
If anyone is interested in sponsoring a student for the 
luncheon, please contact Dae Machin 724-413-1497 or 
Linda Hages 412-523-7938. 
 



 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 
 
 

                  
 
                                      

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Saint Nicholas Golf Outing Fundraiser is on 
Monday, June 22, 2026. 

The committee would love your help to  
make this event a great success. 

Please contact the church office at 412-682-3866 if interested. 



 



 



       

 

 

 
 

MARCH  2026 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

 

Saturday 

 
22 

4th Sunday 

of  

Lent 

Sunday of  

St. John Climacus 

Orthros 

8:15 a.m. 

Divine Liturgy 
9:30 a.m. 

 

23 

Great Compline 

6:00 p.m. 
 

YAL Basketball 

7:00 p.m. 
 

24 

Adult Greek 

Classes 

6:30 p.m. 

 

Vespers for 
Annunciation at 

Annunciation 

Church 
in White Oak, PA 

25 

Annunciation  

of  

the Theotokos  

and Greek 

Independence Day 
Orthros 

8:30 a.m. 

Divine Liturgy 
9:30 a.m. 

Followed by 

Doxology 
 

26 

Catechism Class 

6:00 p.m. 
 

Pitt/CMU OCF 

7:30 p.m. 
 

27 

Akathist Hymn 

6:00 p.m. 
 

Reception 

 hosted by 
 Parish Council 

 

28 

Greek School 

10:00 a.m. 
 

29 

5th Sunday 

of  

 Lent 

Sunday of  

St. Mary of Egypt 

Orthros 

8:15 a.m. 
Divine Liturgy 

9:30 a.m. 

 

30 

YAL Basketball 

7:00 p.m. 

 

31 

Adult Greek 

Classes 

6:30 p.m. 

 
 

1 APRIL  
 

2 

Catechism Class 

6:00 p.m. 

 

Pitt/CMU OCF 

7:30 p.m. 

 

3 

 

4 

Lazarus Saturday 

Orthros 

 8:30 am 

Divine Liturgy 
 9:30 am 

Followed by 

Youth Retreat and 
Palm Making 

5 

PALM SUNDAY 

Orthros 
8:15 a.m. 

Divine Liturgy 

9:30 a.m. 
 

Palm Sunday 

Luncheon 

 

Bridegroom Service 

6:30 pm 

6 

HOLY MONDAY 

 

Bridegroom Service 

6:30 pm 

7 

HOLY TUESDAY 

 

Bridegroom Service 

6:30 pm 

8 

HOLY 

WEDNESDAY 

 

Holy Unction 

3:00 pm 
 

Bridegroom Service 

6:30 pm 

Holy Unction offered 

At end of service 

9 

HOLY 

THURSDAY 

 

Vesperal Liturgy 

9:30 am 
 

Service of the 12 

Gospels 

6:00 pm 

10 

HOLY FRIDAY 

 

Royal Hours 

9:30 am 

 
Apokathelosis 

3:00 pm 

 

Lamentations 

6:30 pm 

 

11 

HOLY SATURDAY 

 
Vesperal Liturgy 

9:30 a.m. 

 
Midnight Office of the 

Resurrection 

11:00 p.m. 

 

Service of the 

Resurrection 

11:45 p.m. 

 

 

12 

GREAT AND HOLY 

PASCHA 

 

Agape Vespers 
11:00 a.m. 

 

13 

 

 

14 
Feasts of 

 Sts. Raphael, 

Nicholas, Irene,  

the Newly-revealed 

Martyrs 

 of Mytilene 

Liturgy at their 

Chapel at Dormition 

Church in Oakmont 

Adult Greek 

Classes 

6:30 p.m. 

 

15 

 

 

16 

Pitt/CMU OCF 

7:30 p.m. 

 

 

17 

 

 

18 

Greek School 

10:00 a.m. 

 

 

Sacrament:  
Baptism 

 11:00 a.m. 

Festival Prep and Cooking – Galatoboureko 

 Metropolis GOYA Spring Retreat 
March 27-29 (at Camp Nazareth) 


