
SUNDAY, January 25, 2026 – 15th Sunday of Luke 
Saint of the day: Gregory the Theologian, Archbishop of Constantinople 

Plagal Fourth Mode · Eleventh Eothinon 

 

 

 
 
 

Questions about our Parish?  E-mail church@stnickspgh.org or call 412-682-3866 

Our weekly Sunday worship schedule: Orthros 8:15 a.m. & Divine Liturgy 9:30 a.m. 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

        

TODAY: 
• Trisagion Service for Andrew Sotos (1 year) & Magdalini Theodorakis Hnarakis (44 years) 

• Coffee Hour hosted by GOYA in the Large Hall 

• POSTPONED: 

o PC Affirmation 

o Philoptochos Membership Drive  

o Oratorical Education Sunday 

o Happy Birthday USA Celebration 

 

THIS WEEK AT ST. NICHOLAS: 

• Monday, January 26:   Bible Study 5:30 p.m. 

YAL Basketball 7:00 p.m. 

• Tues, Wed, Thur?, Jan. 27-29:  Food Festival Prep: PASTITSIO 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  
• Tuesday, January 27:   Adult Greek Classes 6:30 p.m. 

• Thursday, January 29:  Pitt/CMU OCF 7:30 p.m. 

• Fri, Sat, Sun, January 30-Feb 1: GOYA BB Tournament in Cleveland, OH 

• Friday, January 30:   Synaxis of The Three Hierarchs, Orthros 8:30 a.m. Liturgy 9:30 a.m. 

• Saturday, January 31:   Greek School 10:00 a.m. 

• Sunday, February 1:   Memorial Services for Greek School, Charles T. Tumazos (54 yrs), 

Antonia Svolou (40 days), Panagiotis (Pete G.) Pappas 40 years and Evyenia Pappas 14 years 
 

If you cannot join us 

in person, you may 

participate in our 

services live at 

www.stnickspgh.org/ 

by selecting the link 

“Click Here for Live 

Streaming.” 

WELCOME, VISITORS! You are honored guests here at St. Nicholas Cathedral and welcome at all our services. We invite you to 
receive the Holy Eucharist (Communion) if you are an Orthodox Christian who is prepared through fasting, prayer, and 
confession. If you are not Orthodox, or are Orthodox but have not prepared, we respectfully invite you instead to come forward 
at the end of the service for a blessing by the priest and a piece of blessed bread (antidoron).  
 

 

 

VISIT www.stnickspgh.org for news and updates about our parish! 
CLERGY:  Rev. Fr. Eleftherios Constantine and Rev. Dn. Robert Lykos 

Father’s e-mail address:  fr.ec@stnickspgh.org 
PROTOPSALTRIA:  Amy Hogg  

CHOIR DIRECTOR:  Steve Andrews | ORGANIST:  Brett Wells 
 

WELCOME TO ST. NICHOLAS CATHEDRAL! 

 

mailto:church@stnickspgh.org
http://www.stnickspgh.org/
http://www.stnickspgh.org/


TODAY’S HYMNS AND READINGS 
 

The Resurrection Hymn of the week in pl. 4th mode is chanted twice for the Small Entrance: 

Ἐξ ὕψους κατῆλθες ὁ Εὔσπλαγχνος, ταφὴν κατεδέξω τριήμερον, ἵνα ἡμᾶς 

ἐλευθερώσῃς τῶν παθῶν. Ἡ ζωὴ καὶ ἡ ἀνάστασις ἡμῶν, Κύριε δόξα σοι. 

You descended from on high, O compassionate One, and consented to a three-

day burial, to free us from the passions. O Lord, our life and resurrection, glory to You! 

 

At the Small Entrance, the usual Entrance Hymn is chanted. 

 

Following the Small Entrance, the Resurrection Hymn of the week in plagal fourth mode is repeated (see above).  

 

We then chant the hymn for the saint of the day (Gregory the Theologian) in first mode.  

Ὁ ποιμενικὸς αὐλὸς τῆς θεολογίας σου, τὰς τῶν ῥητόρων ἐνίκησε σάλπιγγας· ὡς γὰρ τὰ βάθη 

τοῦ Πνεύματος ἐκζητήσαντι, καὶ τὰ κάλλη τοῦ φθέγματος προσετέθη σοι. Ἀλλὰ πρέσβευε Χριστῷ τῷ 

Θεῷ, Πάτερ Γρηγόριε, σωθῆναι τὰς ψυχὰς ἡμῶν.. 

The shepherd’s pipe of your theology overpowered the horns of the orators. For the more you 

plumbed the depths of the Spirit, ever greater eloquence was bestowed on you. O Father Gregory, intercede 

with Christ God, entreating Him to save our souls. 

 

We then chant the Apolytikion hymn for our patron, St. Nicholas, in fourth mode: 

Κανόνα πίστεως καὶ εἰκόνα πραότητος, ἐγκρατείας διδάσκαλον, ἀνέδειξέ σε τῇ ποίμνῃ σου, ἡ 

τῶν πραγμάτων ἀλήθεια· διὰ τοῦτο ἐκτήσω τῇ ταπεινώσει τὰ ὑψηλά, τῇ πτωχείᾳ τὰ πλούσια, Πάτερ 

ἱεράρχα Νικόλαε· πρέσβευε Χριστῷ τῷ Θεῷ, σωθῆναι τὰς ψυχὰς ἡμῶν. 

The truth of things have revealed you to your flock as a rule of faith, an icon of meekness, and a 

teacher of temperance; for this cause you have achieved the heights by humility, riches by poverty. O Father 

and Hierarch Nicholas, intercede with Christ God that our souls be saved. 

 

Finally, we chant the Festal Kontakion for the Presentation, in first mode: 

Ὁ μήτραν παρθενικὴν ἁγιάσας τῷ τόκῳ σου, καὶ χεῖρας τοῦ Συμεὼν εὐλογήσας ὡς ἔπρεπε, 

προφθάσας καὶ νῦν ἔσωσας ἡμᾶς Χριστὲ ὁ Θεός. Ἀλλʼ εἰρήνευσον ἐν πολέμοις τὸ πολίτευμα, καὶ 

κραταίωσον Βασιλεῖς οὓς ἠγάπησας, ὁ μόνος φιλάνθρωπος. 

You sanctified the womb of the Virgin by Your birth, and by Your presentation You blessed the hands 

of Symeon, when You came, and You saved us, O Christ our God. Now we pray You give peace to Your 

world at war, and let love for Your people prevail in all, O only benevolent Lord. 

 

 



Today’s Epistle Reading (For St. Gregory the Theologian): 

The reading is from Paul’s Letter to the Hebrews (7:26 – 28; 8:1 – 2) 

Ἀδελφοί, τοιοῦτος ἡμῖν ἔπρεπεν ἀρχιερεύς, ὅσιος, ἄκακος, ἀμίαντος, κεχωρισμένος ἀπὸ τῶν 

ἁμαρτωλῶν καὶ ὑψηλότερος τῶν οὐρανῶν γενόμενος, ὃς οὐκ ἔχει καθ᾽ ἡμέραν ἀνάγκην, ὥσπερ οἱ 

ἀρχιερεῖς, πρότερον ὑπὲρ τῶν ἰδίων ἁμαρτιῶν θυσίας ἀναφέρειν, ἔπειτα τῶν τοῦ λαοῦ· τοῦτο γὰρ 

ἐποίησεν ἐφάπαξ ἑαυτὸν ἀνενέγκας. ὁ νόμος γὰρ ἀνθρώπους καθίστησιν ἀρχιερεῖς ἔχοντας 

ἀσθένειαν, ὁ λόγος δὲ τῆς ὁρκωμοσίας τῆς μετὰ τὸν νόμον υἱὸν εἰς τὸν αἰῶνα τετελειωμένον. 

Κεφάλαιον δὲ ἐπὶ τοῖς λεγομένοις, τοιοῦτον ἔχομεν ἀρχιερέα, ὃς ἐκάθισεν ἐν δεξιᾷ τοῦ θρόνου τῆς 

μεγαλωσύνης ἐν τοῖς οὐρανοῖς, τῶν Ἁγίων λειτουργὸς καὶ τῆς σκηνῆς τῆς ἀληθινῆς, ἣν ἔπηξεν ὁ 

Κύριος, καὶ οὐκ ἄνθρωπος. 
 

Brethren, it was fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, blameless, unstained, separated 

from sinners, exalted above the heavens. He has no need, like those high priests, to offer sacrifices daily, 

first for his own sins and then for those of the people; he did this once for all when he offered up himself. 

Indeed, the law appoints men in their weakness as high priests, but the word of the oath, which came later 

than the law, appoints a Son who has been made perfect for ever. Now the point in what we are saying is 

this: we have such a high priest, one who is seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven, 

a minister in the sanctuary and the true tent which is set up not by man but by the Lord. [RSV] 

 

Today’s Gospel Reading (Fifteenth Sunday of Luke):  

The reading is from the Holy Gospel according to Luke (19:1 – 10) 

Τῷ καιρῷ ἐκείνῳ, διήρχετο ὁ Ἰησοῦς τὴν Ἰεριχώ· καὶ ἰδοὺ ἀνὴρ ὀνόματι καλούμενος Ζακχαῖος, 

καὶ αὐτὸς ἦν ἀρχιτελώνης, καὶ οὗτος ἦν πλούσιος, καὶ ἐζήτει ἰδεῖν τὸν Ἰησοῦν τίς ἐστι, καὶ οὐκ ἠδύνατο 

ἀπὸ τοῦ ὄχλου, ὅτι τῇ ἡλικίᾳ μικρὸς ἦν. καὶ προδραμὼν ἔμπροσθεν ἀνέβη ἐπὶ συκομορέαν, ἵνα ἴδῃ 

αὐτόν, ὅτι διʼ ἐκείνης ἤμελλε διέρχεσθαι. καὶ ὡς ἦλθεν ἐπὶ τὸν τόπον, ἀναβλέψας ὁ Ἰησοῦς εἶδεν αὐτόν 

καὶ εἶπεν πρὸς αὐτόν· Ζακχαῖε, σπεύσας κατάβηθι· σήμερον γὰρ ἐν τῷ οἴκῳ σου δεῖ με μεῖναι. καὶ 

σπεύσας κατέβη, καὶ ὑπεδέξατο αὐτὸν χαίρων. καὶ ἰδόντες πάντες διεγόγγυζον λέγοντες ὅτι παρὰ 

ἁμαρτωλῷ ἀνδρὶ εἰσῆλθε καταλῦσαι. σταθεὶς δὲ Ζακχαῖος εἶπε πρὸς τὸν Κύριον· Ἰδοὺ τὰ ἡμίση τῶν 

ὑπαρχόντων μου, Κύριε, δίδωμι τοῖς πτωχοῖς, καὶ εἴ τινός τι ἐσυκοφάντησα, ἀποδίδωμι τετραπλοῦν. 

εἶπε δὲ πρὸς αὐτὸν ὁ Ἰησοῦς ὅτι σήμερον σωτηρία τῷ οἴκῳ τούτῳ ἐγένετο, καθότι καὶ αὐτὸς υἱὸς 

Ἀβραάμ ἐστιν· ἦλθε γὰρ ὁ υἱὸς τοῦ ἀνθρώπου ζητῆσαι καὶ σῶσαι τὸ ἀπολωλός. 
 

At that time, Jesus was passing through Jericho. And there was a man named Zacchaeus; he was a 

chief collector, and rich. And he sought to see who Jesus was, but could not, on account of the crowd, 

because he was small of stature. So he ran on ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see him, for he 

was to pass that way. And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, make 

haste and come down; for I must stay at your house today.” So he made haste and came down, and received 

him joyfully. And when they saw it they all murmured, “He has gone in to be the guest of a man who is a 

sinner.” And Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, “Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor; 

and if I have defrauded any one of anything, I restore it fourfold.” And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation 

has come to this house, since he also is a son of Abraham. For the Son of man came to seek and to save the 

lost.” [RSV]  



 

SAINTS ALIVE! 

 

 

 
January 25th  

• Gregory the Theologian, 
Archbishop of Constantinople  

 
January 26th  

• Xenophon & his Companions 

• Symeon the Elder  

 

January 27th  

• Removal of the Relics of John 

Chrysostom, Archbishop of 

Constantinople 

• Peter the Righteous of Egypt 

 

 

January 28th  

• Ephraim the Syrian 

• Isaac the Syrian, Bishop of Ninevah 
 

January 29th  

• Removal of the Relics of Ignatius the God-bearer 
• Laurence the Recluse of the Kiev Caves 

 

January 30th    

• Synaxis of The Three Hierarchs: Basil the Great, 
Gregory the Theologian, & John Chrysostom  

• Hippolytos, Pope of Rome 
 

January 31st   

• Cyrus & John, the Unmercenaries 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trisagion on Sunday, February 1, 2026 

Greek School is holding a Trisagion in memory of His Eminence Metropolitan Maximos (2020), Rev. Fr. Sarantos 

Serviou (2023), Very Rev. Polycarp Romeas (2023), Fr. Michael Sfanos (2004), Archdeacon Euripides Christulides 

(2023), Archon Peter Clyde Papadakos (2022), Paraskevi Mavrogeorgis(1997), Vasilis Krinis(1997), Rudolph Athanasios 

Agraphiotis (1952), Vasiliki Bellios (2015), Harry Constandy (1961), Helen Hampers (2014), George Hazinas(2013), 

Ismene Kephaloyiannis(2013), John Sevilles(2002), George Thomas(1998), Angelo 

St. Nicholas Greek School’s Celebration of the Three Hierarchs and Greek Letters  on 

Sunday, February 1, 2026 

There will be a Trisagion for those who had been instrumental with St. Nicholas Greek School’s establishment, 

continuance, teaching, or scholarships.  We will also hold an Artoclasia for the health of our students, their families, 

faculty, and our community.  Recognition will be given to those who succeeded with proficiency testing, followed by a 

small presentation with chanting of the hymn “Phos Hilaron” chanted by all the children and alumni, dedicated in 

memory to Archon Peter Clyde Papadakos. This ancient hymn which was also stated by St. Basil the Great as an 

established hymn is chanted during Vesper Services. After Services, the Annual Greek School Bake Sale will take place 

during Coffee Hour with an exhibit of projects done by the children to commemorate The Three Hierarchs and Greek 

Letters.  

Keep open March 22, 2026, to join us in the celebration of the Feast Day of Evangelismos and Greek 

Independence. On that day a Doxology, a luncheon, followed with an annual program presented by the Greek School. 

February 9 is International Greek Language Day. This is celebrated worldwide. SPEAK GREEK!! 

 

http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=403
http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=403
http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=404
http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=405&PCode=PUBLICANT&D=T&date=01/27/2026
http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=405&PCode=PUBLICANT&D=T&date=01/27/2026
http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=405&PCode=PUBLICANT&D=T&date=01/27/2026
http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=406
http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=1950
http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=407
http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=408
http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=408
http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=716
http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=409


 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

   
 
 
 

From the Church School Desk: 

 

Today is the Metropolis of Pittsburgh’s Oratorical Education Sunday. Previous St. Nicholas Cathedral Oratorical Festival 

participants will pass a special tray to benefit the Metropolis of Pittsburgh’s Peter Clyde Papadakos Memorial Oratorical Scholarship Fund. 

Proceeds from the tray will be used to award cash scholarships to the top two (2) finalists in each Division  (Junior and Senior) at the 

Metropolis Festival Saturday, May 2, 2026, at the New Metropolis Center (Washington, PA). 

 

The St. Nicholas Church School teachers and students want to wish our GOYANs (and Church School students) Good Luck at the 

GOYA Basketball Tournament at Sts. Constantine & Helen Cathedral (Cleveland Heights, OH) next weekend!  

 I appreciate the support from all of you and thanks for sharing your children with us every Sunday! 

  

Yours in Christ 

Miss Michelle 

 

 

2025 STEWARDSHIP 
Total Stewards 301 (GOAL 300) 
Total Pledged $ 168,223.00 

 (GOAL ($255,000.00) 
Avg. Pledge $ 966.80 

   

 

"Your Own of Your Own, we offer to You…" 
  

We offer back to God that which He has given us. 
 

Visit our website to fill out a Stewardship Card or to donate at https://stnickspgh.org. 

  

Stewardship 2025: Thank you to our new and returning Saint Nicholas Stewards! 
 For those who have not filled out a card, please do so as our church depends on 
stewardship for ongoing ministries as well as maintaining our beautiful Cathedral. 
 
Cards are available in the Narthex and online at http://www.stnickspgh.org. 

 

http://www.stnickspgh.org/


 
 

        

   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

PHILOPTOCHOS NEWS 

Philoptochos is trying to put together a list of individuals who are willing and able to help the area 

college students (Pitt, CMU, Carlow, Chatham, Duquesne, RMU, CCAC, Penn State (Pittsburgh), Point 

Park, and LaRoche) during their stay here in Pittsburgh.  A list of drivers, doctors, dentists, pharmacists, 

etc. is being compiled so they will have someone to call.  Your assistance will be greatly appreciated.  The 

goal is to have this list complete by the end of the year for distribution in January (next semester’).  For 

more information, contact Michelle Kotsagrelos at 412-680-1416. 

 

 

Homewood Cemetery 
St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Cathedral Greek Section 

 
There are currently 21 graves available for purchase. 

 
Cost per grave: 

$2,800.00 per grave for a member of St. Nicholas. 
$3,300.00 per grave for non-member. 

 
Contact the Church Office at 412-682-3866 for 

further information. 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Food Festival Prep 

Outside cold, but inside warm.  We continue prepping for our May festival this week 

making over 200 pans of our popular Pastitsio. 

Multiple hands will be needed. No experience required. We’re all in this 

together.  Help us reach our goal for St. Nicholas!    

 

Koulourakia, Tuesday, February 3 

Pasta Flora, Tuesday, February 10 

Finikia,  Saturday, February 28 

Galatoboureko, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, March 9, 10 and 11 

Tiropita, Friday and Saturday, March 27 and 28 

Kourambiethes, Saturday, April 18 

Diples, Monday, April 27 

Karidopita, TBD 
  

 

 

 

POSTPONED 



 
 

 
 

 
 

POSTPONED 

 



            
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Volunteers Needed - Metropolis GOYA Basketball Tournament Hosted by 

St. Nicholas Cathedral, February 13-15, 2026 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Our St. Nicholas GOYA is looking forward to hosting the upcoming Metropolis Basketball Tournament the 

weekend of February 13-15, 2026. This is the last basketball tournament of the season and all the 

graduating seniors from all the participating parishes will be recognized on Sunday after Liturgy. We have 

planned a social for Friday evening after registration, a Dinner/Dance on Saturday evening and Sunday 

Brunch along with all the basketball games played all day Saturday. The championship games will be 

played Sunday after Liturgy. The Sunday Brunch is for everyone attending Liturgy. 

We provide a Hospitality Room with baked good and pastries for the parents, chaperones, coaches, and 

advisors. Many volunteers are needed over the weekend including score keepers, clock keepers, medical 

support at the courts, decorators, servers, set up and clean up for all the meals.  

Please consider volunteering some of your time during the weekend or baking an item for our hospitality 

room. 

Bakers, Servers, Decorators, General Help - Contact Linda Hages at 412-523-7938 or Maria Coutris at 

412-915-7838 to Volunteer. 

Gym Score Keepers and Clock Keepers  -  Contact John Frentzos by call/text 412-287-0275 to 

Volunteer.  

Ad Book - In order to help with the expenses of the tournament, there will be a Tournament Program Book. 

Please consider supporting our tournament by placing an advertisement or line sponsor. Please look for 

more information and the submission form in this Bulletin. 

Thank you to all of our parishioners for your continued support of our youth programs.  

 



 



 



 

 

JANUARY 2026 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

 

Saturday 

 
25 

15th 

 Sunday 

 of 

 Luke 

Orthros 

8:15 a.m. 

Divine Liturgy 

9:30 a.m. 

 

Philoptochos 

Membership Drive 

 

Oratorical Education 

Sunday 

 

Happy 250 USA 

Celebration 

  

 

26 

Bible Study 

5:30 p.m. 

 

YAL Basketball 

7:00 p.m. 

 

 

27 

Adult Greek Classes 

6:30 p.m. 

 

28 

 

 

 

29 

Pitt/CMU OCF 

7:30 p.m. 

 

 

30 

Synaxis 

 of 

The  

Three Hierarchs 

Orthros 

8:30 a.m. 

Divine Liturgy 

9:30 a.m. 

 

31 

Greek School 

10:00 a.m 

FEBRUARY 1 

 

Sunday 

 of  

the  

Publican 

 and  

Pharisee 

 

Triodion 

Begins  

Orthros 

8:15 a.m. 

Divine Liturgy 

9:30 a.m. 

 

Greek School: 

Three Hierarchs 

Celebration 

 

2 

The Presentation  

of 

 Our Lord  

And 

 Savior 

 in the Temple 

Orthros & 

Divine Liturgy at 

Ypapanti in East 

Pittsburgh 

 

YAL Basketball 

7:00 p.m. 

 

3 4 

YAL Volleyball 

7:00 p.m. 

 

5 

 

6 

Feast  

of  

St. Photios 

Orthros & 

Divine Liturgy 

Location: TBD 

 

7 

Greek School 

10:00 a.m. 

 

Vlahokerasiotiki  

Makaronada 

6:00 p.m. 

8 

Sunday  

of 

 the  

Prodigal Son 

Orthros 

8:15 a.m. 

Divine Liturgy 

9:30 a.m. 

 

 

9 

Bible Study 

6:00 p.m. 

 

YAL Basketball 

7:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

10 

Feast  

of  

St. Haralambos 

Orthros 

8:30 a.m. 

Divine Liturgy 

9:30 a.m. 

 

Adult Greek Classes 

6:30 p.m. 

 

 

11 

 

 

12 

Catechism Class 

6:00 p.m. 

 

Pitt/CMU OCF 

7:30 p.m. 

13 14 

Saturday of Souls 

Orthros 

 8:30 a.m. 

Divine Liturgy 

9:30 a.m. 

 

Greek School 

10:00 a.m. 

15 

Judgment Sunday 

(Meatfare Sunday) 

Orthros 

8:15 a.m. 

Divine Liturgy 

9:30 a.m. 

 

GOYA Basketball 

Tournament 

16 

Bible Study 

6:00 p.m. 

 

YAL Basketball 

7:00 p.m. 

 

17 

Adult Greek Classes 

6:30 p.m. 

 

 

18 

 

YAL Volleyball 

7:00 p.m. 

 

19 

Catechism Class 

6:00 p.m. 

 

Pitt/CMU OCF 

7:30 p.m. 

 

 

20 

 

 

21 

Commemoration 

 of the  

Holy Men and Women  

Who Excelled in 

Asceticism 

 

2nd Saturday of Souls 

Orthros  

8:30 a.m. 

Divine Liturgy 

9:30 a.m. 

 

Greek School 

10:00 a.m. 

 

 

GOYA BBall Tournament at Cleveland, OH 

GOYA BBall Tournament at St. Nicks 


