
SUNDAY, December 7, 2025 — 10th Sunday of Luke 
Saint of the Day: Ambrose, Bishop of Milan 

First Mode · Fourth Eothinon 

 

 

 
 
 

Questions about our Parish?  E-mail church@stnickspgh.org or call 412-682-3866 
Our weekly Sunday worship schedule: Orthros 8:15 a.m. & Divine Liturgy 9:30 a.m. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
        

TODAY: 
 

 

 Trisagion Services for Dr. Kyr Davides (3 months), Michael W. Bennett (19 years), Eugenia Pagonis Constantinides (34 
years), Andreas Savvas Constantinides (51 years), Stella E. Pagonis (34 years), Nicholas E. Pagonis (40 years), Angeliki 
“Kiki” Markopoulos (22 years), Athanasios Markopoulos (12 years), Ekaterina Markopoulos Tzouras (22 years), and Anna 
Margaros (5 years). 

 CHURCH BAZAAR 
 Stewardship Sunday 
 Parish Council Elections   
 

THIS WEEK AT ST. NICHOLAS: 
• Monday, December 8:  Bible Study (Gospel of Luke) 5:30 p.m. 

YAL Basketball 7:00 p.m. 
• Tuesday, December 9:  Adult Greek Classes 6:30 p.m. 
• Wednesday, December 10: YAL Volleyball 7:00 p.m. 
• Thursday, December 11:  Pitt/CMU OCF 7:30 p.m. 
• Friday, December 12:  Spyridon of Trymithous, the Wonderworker Liturgy in Monessen 
• Saturday, December 13:  Greek School 10:00 a.m. 
• Sunday, December 14:  Memorial Service for George Labrakopoulas (6 months)   

 
  

 

If you cannot join us 
in person, you may 
participate in our 

services live at 
www.stnickspgh.org/ 
by selecting the link 
“Click Here for Live 

Streaming.” 

WELCOME, VISITORS! You are honored guests here at St. Nicholas Cathedral and welcome at all our services. We invite you to 
receive the Holy Eucharist (Communion) if you are an Orthodox Christian who is prepared through fasting, prayer, and 
confession. If you are not Orthodox, or are Orthodox but have not prepared, we respectfully invite you instead to come forward 
at the end of the service for a blessing by the priest and a piece of blessed bread (antidoron).  
 

 
 

VISIT www.stnickspgh.org for news and updates about our parish! 
CLERGY:  Rev. Fr. Eleftherios Constantine and Rev. Dn. Robert Lykos 

Father’s e-mail address:  fr.ec@stnickspgh.org 
PROTOPSALTRIA:  Amy Hogg  

CHOIR DIRECTOR:  Steve Andrews | ORGANIST:  Brett Wells 
 

WELCOME TO ST. NICHOLAS CATHEDRAL! 
 

   Food Festival Preparations 2026 
We are starting up again. This is what our tentative January schedule looks like.  All help is appreciated. 

• Spanakopita, Wednesday with an Evening cooking session; Thursday, Friday, January 7, 8 and 9 
• Souzoukakia, Friday and Saturday, January 16 and 17 
• Pastitsio, Tuesday and Wednesday, January 27 and 28, (possibly Thursday, January 29). 

 

mailto:church@stnickspgh.org
http://www.stnickspgh.org/
http://www.stnickspgh.org/


TODAY’S HYMNS AND READINGS 
 

The Resurrection Hymn of the week in first mode is chanted twice for the Small Entrance: 
Τοῦ λίθου σφραγισθέντος ὑπὸ τῶν Ἰουδαίων, καὶ στρατιωτῶν 

φυλασσόντων τὸ ἄχραντόν σου σῶμα, ἀνέστης τριήμερος Σωτήρ, δωρούμενος τῷ 
κόσμῳ τὴν ζωήν. Διὰ τοῦτο αἱ Δυνάμεις τῶν οὐρανῶν ἐβόων σοι Ζωοδότα· Δόξα 
τῇ ἀναστάσει σου Χριστέ, δόξα τῇ βασιλείᾳ σου, δόξα τῇ οἰκονομίᾳ σου, μόνε Φιλάνθρωπε. 

The stone having been sealed by the Pharisees and chief priests, and Your all-immaculate body 
being guarded by soldiers, You rose on the third day, O Lord and Savior, granting life unto the world. 
Then the powers of the heavens cried out to You, O Giver of Life, and shouted, “Glory to Your 
resurrection, O Christ! Glory to Your eternal rule! Glory to Your plan for saving us, only benevolent God!” 

 
At the Small Entrance, the usual Entrance Hymn is chanted. 

 
Following the Small Entrance, the Resurrection Hymn of the week in first mode is repeated (see above). 

 
We then chant the hymn for our patron, St. Nicholas, in fourth mode: 

Κανόνα πίστεως καὶ εἰκόνα πραότητος, ἐγκρατείας διδάσκαλον, ἀνέδειξέ σε τῇ ποίµνῃ σου, ἡ 
τῶν πραγµάτων ἀλήθεια· διὰ τοῦτο ἐκτήσω τῇ ταπεινώσει τὰ ὑψηλά, τῇ πτωχείᾳ τὰ πλούσια, Πάτερ 
ἱεράρχα Νικόλαε· πρέσβευε Χριστῷ τῷ Θεῷ, σωθῆναι τὰς ψυχὰς ἡµῶν. 

The truth of things have revealed you to your flock as a rule of faith, an icon of meekness, and a 
teacher of temperance; for this cause you have achieved the heights by humility, riches by poverty. O 
Father and Hierarch Nicholas, intercede with Christ God that our souls be saved. 

 
Finally, we chant the Festal Kontakion (for the Forefeast of the Nativity), in third mode: 

Ἡ Παρθένος σήµερον, τὸν προαιώνιον Λόγον, ἐν Σπηλαίῳ ἔρχεται, ἀποτεκεῖν ἀποῤῥήτως. 
Χόρευε ἡ οἰκουµένη ἀκουτισθεῖσα, δόξασον µετὰ Ἀγγέλων καὶ τῶν Ποιµένων, βουληθέντα 
ἐποφθῆναι, Παιδίον νέον, τὸν πρὸ αἰώνων Θεόν. 

On this day the Virgin comes to the cave to give birth to God the Word ineffably, Who was before 
all the ages. Dance for joy, O earth, on hearing the gladsome tidings; with the Angels and the shepherds 
now glorify Him Who is willing to be gazed on as a young Child Who before the ages is God. 
 

Today’s Epistle Reading (Twenty-Sixth Sunday): 
The reading is from Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians (5:8 – 19) 

Ἀδελφοί, ὡς τέκνα φωτὸς περιπατεῖτε· — ὁ γὰρ καρπὸς τοῦ Πνεύματος ἐν πάσῃ ἀγαθωσύνῃ 
καὶ δικαιοσύνῃ καὶ ἀληθείᾳ· — δοκιμάζοντες τί ἐστιν εὐάρεστον τῷ Κυρίῳ. καὶ μὴ συγκοινωνεῖτε 
τοῖς ἔργοις τοῖς ἀκάρποις τοῦ σκότους, μᾶλλον δὲ καὶ ἐλέγχετε· τὰ γὰρ κρυφῆ γινόμενα ὑπ᾽ αὐτῶν 
αἰσχρόν ἐστι καὶ λέγειν· τὰ δὲ πάντα ἐλεγχόμενα ὑπὸ τοῦ φωτὸς φανεροῦται· πᾶν γὰρ τὸ 
φανερούμενον φῶς ἐστι. διὸ λέγει· ἔγειρε ὁ καθεύδων καὶ ἀνάστα ἐκ τῶν νεκρῶν, καὶ ἐπιφαύσει σοι 
ὁ Χριστός. Βλέπετε οὖν πῶς ἀκριβῶς περιπατεῖτε, μὴ ὡς ἄσοφοι, ἀλλ᾽ ὡς σοφοί, ἐξαγοραζόμενοι τὸν 
καιρόν, ὅτι αἱ ἡμέραι πονηραί εἰσι. διὰ τοῦτο μὴ γίνεσθε ἄφρονες, ἀλλὰ συνιέντες τί τὸ θέλημα τοῦ 
Κυρίου. καὶ μὴ μεθύσκεσθε οἴνῳ, ἐν ᾧ ἐστιν ἀσωτία, ἀλλὰ πληροῦσθε ἐν Πνεύματι, λαλοῦντες 
ἑαυτοῖς ψαλμοῖς καὶ ὕμνοις καὶ ᾠδαῖς πνευματικαῖς, ᾄδοντες καὶ ψάλλοντες ἐν τῇ καρδίᾳ ὑμῶν τῷ 
Κυρίῳ. 



 
Brethren, walk as children of light (for the fruit of the Spirit is found in all that is good and right 

and true), and try to learn what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, 
but instead expose them. For it is a shame even to speak of the things that they do in secret; but when 
anything is exposed by the light it becomes visible, for anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it 
is said, “Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give you light.” Look carefully then 
how you walk, not as unwise men but as wise, making the most of the time, because the days are evil. 
Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. And do not get drunk with wine, 
for that is debauchery; but be filled with the Spirit, addressing one another in psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with all your heart. [RSV] 
 

Today’s Gospel Reading (Tenth Sunday of Luke):  
The reading is from the Holy Gospel according to Luke (13:10 – 17) 

Tῷ καιρῷ ἐκείνῳ, ἦν διδάσκων ὁ Ἰησοῦς ἐν μιᾷ τῶν συναγωγῶν ἐν τοῖς σάββασι. καὶ ἰδοὺ γυνὴ 
ἦν πνεῦμα ἔχουσα ἀσθενείας ἔτη δέκα καὶ ὀκτώ, καὶ ἦν συγκύπτουσα καὶ μὴ δυναμένη ἀνακῦψαι 
εἰς τὸ παντελές. ἰδὼν δὲ αὐτὴν ὁ Ἰησοῦς προσεφώνησε καὶ εἶπεν αὐτῇ· γύναι, ἀπολέλυσαι τῆς 
ἀσθενείας σου· καὶ ἐπέθηκεν αὐτῇ τὰς χεῖρας· καὶ παραχρῆμα ἀνωρθώθη καὶ ἐδόξαζε τὸν Θεόν. 
ἀποκριθεὶς δὲ ὁ ἀρχισυνάγωγος, ἀγανακτῶν ὅτι τῷ σαββάτῳ ἐθεράπευσεν ὁ Ἰησοῦς, ἔλεγε τῷ ὄχλῳ· 
ἓξ ἡμέραι εἰσὶν ἐν αἷς δεῖ ἐργάζεσθαι· ἐν ταύταις οὖν ἐρχόμενοι θεραπεύεσθε, καὶ μὴ τῇ ἡμέρᾳ τοῦ 
σαββάτου. ἀπεκρίθη οὖν αὐτῷ ὁ Κύριος καὶ εἶπεν· ὑποκριτά, ἕκαστος ὑμῶν τῷ σαββάτῳ οὐ λύει τὸν 
βοῦν αὐτοῦ ἢ τὸν ὄνον ἀπὸ τῆς φάτνης καὶ ἀπαγαγὼν ποτίζει; ταύτην δέ, θυγατέρα Ἀβραὰμ οὖσαν, 
ἣν ἔδησεν ὁ σατανᾶς ἰδοὺ δέκα καὶ ὀκτὼ ἔτη, οὐκ ἔδει λυθῆναι ἀπὸ τοῦ δεσμοῦ τούτου τῇ ἡμέρᾳ τοῦ 
σαββάτου; καὶ ταῦτα λέγοντος αὐτοῦ κατῃσχύνοντο πάντες οἱ ἀντικείμενοι αὐτῷ, καὶ πᾶς ὁ ὄχλος 
ἔχαιρεν ἐπὶ πᾶσι τοῖς ἐνδόξοις τοῖς γινομένοις ὑπ᾿ αὐτοῦ. 

 
At that time, Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues on the sabbath. And there was a woman 

who had a spirit of infirmity for eighteen years; she was bent over and could not fully straighten herself. 
And when Jesus saw her, he called her and said to her, “Woman, you are freed from your infirmity.” And 
he laid his hands upon her, and immediately she was made straight, and she praised God. But the ruler 
of the synagogue, indignant because Jesus had healed on the sabbath, said to the people, “There are six 
days on which work ought to be done; come on those days and be healed, and not on the sabbath day.” 
Then the Lord answered him, “You hypocrites! Does not each of you on the sabbath untie his ox or his 
donkey from the manger, and lead it away to water it? And ought not this woman, a daughter of Abraham 
whom Satan bound for eighteen years, be loosed from this bond on the sabbath day?” As he said this, all 
his adversaries were put to shame; and all the people rejoiced at all the glorious things that were done by 
him. [RSV] 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

SAINTS ALIVE! 
 
 

 
 
December 7th  
• Ambrose, Bishop of Milan  
• Athenodoros the Martyr of 

Mesopotamia  

December 8th  
• Patapius the Righteous of Thebes  

 
 
December 9th   

• The Conception by St. Anna of the Most 
Holy Theotokos 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
December 10th   

• Menas, Hermogenes, & Eugraphus, Martyrs of 
Alexandria 

• Thomas the Righteous of Bithynia  
 
December 11th  

• Daniel the Stylite of Constantinople  
• Luke the New Stylite of Chalcedon  

 
December 12th  

• Spyridon the Wonderworker of Trymithous  
• Holy New Martyr Peter the Aleut   

December 13th  
• Martyrs Eustratios, Auxentios, Eugene, Mardarios, and 

Orestes of Greater Armenia  
• Lucia the Virgin-martyr  
• Herman the Wonderworker of Alaska & First Saint of 

America 

 
 
 
 

http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=326
http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=327
http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=329
http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=329
http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=330
http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=330
http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=331
http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=633
http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=332
http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=334
http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=335
http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=335
http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=635
http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=333
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From the Church School Desk: 

 
St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Cathedral Church School is preparing for their Holiday Outreach Projects.  We are looking for 

hats, mittens, scarves, gloves, etc. for Neighborhood Resilience Projects Project Bundle-up.  Thanks in advance for your warm 
winter accessories and teaching the children the gift of giving.  

The Church School children will present their Christmas Pageant under the direction of Joanna Darakos on Sunday, 
December 21, 2025.  Please refer to the enclosed practice schedule for further details.  

I appreciate the support from all of you and thanks for sharing your children with us every Sunday! 

Yours in Christ 
Miss Michelle 

 

 

 
 

 

2025 STEWARDSHIP 
Total Stewards 290 (GOAL 300) 
Total Pledged $ 167,883.00 

 (GOAL ($255,000.00) 
Avg. Pledge $ 981.77 

   

 

"Your Own of Your Own, we offer to You…" 
  

We offer back to God that which He has given us. 
 

Visit our website to fill out a Stewardship Card or to donate at https://stnickspgh.org. 
  

Stewardship 2025: Thank you to our new and returning Saint Nicholas Stewards! 
 For those who have not filled out a card, please do so as our church depends on 
stewardship for ongoing ministries as well as maintaining our beautiful Cathedral. 
 
Cards are available in the Narthex and online at http://www.stnickspgh.org. 

 

http://www.stnickspgh.org/


 
 
 



 

 
 

           
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PHILOPTOCHOS NEWS 

Philoptochos is trying to put together a list of individuals who are willing and able to help the area 
college students (Pitt, CMU, Carlow, Chatham, Duquesne, RMU, CCAC, Penn State (Pittsburgh), Point 
Park, and LaRoche) during their stay here in Pittsburgh.  A list of drivers, doctors, dentists, pharmacists, 
etc. is being compiled so they will have someone to call.  Your assistance will be greatly appreciated.  The 
goal is to have this list complete by the end of the year for distribution in January (next semester’).  For 
more information, contact Michelle Kotsagrelos at 412-680-1416. 

 

 

Homewood Cemetery 
St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Cathedral Greek Section 

 
There are currently 23 graves available for purchase. 

 
Cost per grave: 

$2,800.00 per grave for a member of St. Nicholas. 
$3,300.00 per grave for non-member. 

 
Contact the Church Office at 412-682-3866 for 

further information. 

SIXTY CLUB NEWS 
 

SAVE the DAY:   January 25, 2026 
EVERYONE  IS INVITED 

USA Birthday Party--250 years. Look for details. 
Anyone willing to join the planning committee for this 

event, please contact                                                        
Fran ( 412-731-0790 ) this week. 

Please remit $15.00 dues to Argie Stuart for 2025-2026. 
 



 



 



 

 

GOYA News 
 

ANGELS  - Please bring your wrapped gift or gift card 
to church TODAY. Thank you for making a difference in 

a child's life.  
 

 

Our GOYA is once again having their annual Pastitsio 
sale and Sarris Chocolate sale for the holidays. 

 Please look for both flyers in this bulletin. 
Pastitsio is available to purchase today. 

 The online Sarris Chocolate Sale will continue 
 through December 14.  

We greatly appreciate all the support for our 
fundraisers. The funds raised help support our  

GOYA ministry.  
Also, look for our upcoming Soup sale on December 7 

after Liturgy at the St. Nicholas Bazaar. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



  
 

  



 

 

 



 

  



 
 
 

  

TODAY 



 

DECEMBER 2025 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
7 

10th  
Sunday 

 of  
Luke 

Orthros 
8:15 a.m. 

Divine Liturgy 
9:30 a.m. 

 
St. Nicholas Bazaar 

 
Stewardship Sunday 

 
Parish Council 

Elections 

8  
Bible Study 

5:30 p.m. 
 

YAL Basketball 
7:00 p.m. 

 

9 
Adult Greek Classes 

6:30 p.m. 
 

10 
YAL Volleyball 

7:00 p.m. 
 

11 
Pitt/CMU OCF 

7:30 p.m. 
 

12 
Spyridon 

 of  
Trymithous,  

the  
Wonderworker 

Liturgy in Monessen 
 

13 
Greek School 

10:00 a.m 
 
 
 
 
 

14 
11th 

Sunday 
of 

Luke 
Orthros 

8:00 a.m. 
Divine Liturgy 

9:30 a.m. 
 
 

15 
Eleftherios  

the  
Hieromartyr 

Orthros 
 8:30 a.m. 
Liturgy  

9:30 a.m. 
 

Bible Study 
5:30 p.m. 

 
YAL Basketball 

7:00 p.m. 
 

16 
Adult Greek Classes 

6:30 p.m. 
 

 
 

17 
 

18 
Parish Council 

Meeting 
6:30 p.m. 

 

19 
 
 

20 
Greek School 

10:00 a.m 
 
 
 

21 
Sunday 
 before  
Nativity 
Orthros 

8:15 a.m. 
Divine Liturgy 

9:30 a.m. 
 

Christmas Pageant 
 

22 
Bible Study 

5:30 p.m. 
 

YAL Basketball 
7:00 p.m. 

 

23 
Adult Greek Classes 

6:30 p.m. 
 
 

24 
Royal Hours 

3:30 p.m. 
 

Vesperal  
Divine Liturgy 

 of  
St. Basil 

 the  
Great 

5:00 p.m. 
 
 

25 
The NATIVITY 

 of 
OUR LORD 
Festal Orthros 

8:30 a.m. 
Divine Liturgy 

 of  
St. John Chrysostom 

9:30 a.m. 
 

CHURCH 
OFFICE 
CLOSED 

 

26 
CHURCH 
OFFICE 
CLOSED 

 

27 
 
 

28 
Sunday  

after  
Nativity 
Orthros 

8:15 a.m. 
Divine Liturgy 

9:30 a.m. 
 
 
 

 

29 
YAL Basketball 

7:00 p.m. 
 

30 
Adult Greek Classes 

6:30 p.m. 
 

31 JANUARY 1, 2025 
 

NEW YEAR’S DAY, 
CIRCUMCISION  

OF 
 OUR LORD, 

FEAST 
 OF 

 BASIL THE GREAT 
Orthros 

9:00 a.m. 
Divine Liturgy 

10:00 a.m. 
 
 

CHURCH 
OFFICE 
CLOSED 

 

  


