SUNDAY, December 28, 2025 - Sunday after the Nativity of Christ
Saints of the day: Joseph the Betrothed; David the King; lakovos the Lord’s Brother
Fourth Mode - Seventh Eothinon

WELCOME TO ST. NICHOLAS CATHEDRAL!

VISIT www.stnickspgh.org for news and updates about our parish!
CLERGY: Rev. Fr. Eleftherios Constantine and Rev. Dn. Robert Lykos
Father’s e-mail address: fr.ec@stnickspgh.org
PROTOPSALTRIA: Amy Hogg

CHOIR DIRECTOR: Steve Andrews | ORGANIST: Brett Wells

Questions about our Parish? E-mail church@stnickspgh.org or call 412-682-3866
Our weekly Sunday worship schedule: Orthros 8:15 a.m. & Divine Liturqgy 9:30 a.m.

WELCOMIE, VISITORS! You are honored guests here at St. Nicholas Cathedral and welcome at all our services. We invite you to
receive the Holy Eucharist (Communion) if you are an Orthodox Christian who is prepared through fasting, prayer, and
confession. If you are not Orthodox, or are Orthodox but have not prepared, we respectfully invite you instead to come forward
at the end of the service for a blessing by the priest and a piece of blessed bread (antidoron).

To make a donation, visit our website
or scan the QR code

If you cannot join us OURMISSION OUR VISION

in person, you may
participate in our

services live at To proclaim the Gospel To be a welcoming and
ickspgh.ore/ of Jesus Christ in a spirit of owing parish, striving to
www.stnickspgh.or unity and love for all ve the new life in Christ
by selecting the link through worship, service, according to the teachings
“Click Here for Live education, fellowshi and Traditions of the

and outreach. Greek Orthodox Faith

Streaming.”

TODAY:

e Memorial Service for Kemon Lardas (3 years)
e Coffee Hour hosted by GOYA and sponsored by the family of Kemon Lardas in the Small Hall.

THIS WEEK AT ST. NICHOLAS:
e Monday, December 29: YAL Basketball 7:00 p.m.
e Thursday, January 1, 2026: Circumcision of Our Lord, Feast of Basil the Great
Orthros 9:00 a.m.; Divine Liturgy of St. Basil 10:00 a.m.

Food Festival Preparations 2026
We are starting up again soon. This is what our tentative January schedule looks like. All help is appreciated.
e Spanakopita, Wednesday with an Evening cooking session; Thursday, Friday, January 7, 8 and 9
e Souzoukakia, Friday and Saturday, January 16 and 17
e Pastitsio, Tuesday and Wednesday, January 27 and 28, (possibly Thursday, January 29).


mailto:church@stnickspgh.org
http://www.stnickspgh.org/
http://www.stnickspgh.org/

TODAY'S HYMNS AND READINGS

For the second Antiphon, the following festal variation is chanted
along with the corresponding verses:
Lwoov Nuag Yie ®eov, 0 ¢k [TapOévovu texOels, PaAAovtdc oot, AAANAovia.
Save us, O Son of God, who were born of a Virgin. We sing to You, Alleluia. https://dcs goarch.org/parish/

~ ~ o~

The Festal Hymn for Christ’s Nativity in fourth mode is chanted twice at the Small Entrance:
‘HT'évvnoic oov Xpiote 6 Oe0¢ MUV, AVETEAE T KOOHUW TO PG TO TNS YVWOEWS® €V AUTI) YAQ
Ol TOIG A0TEOLS AXTEEVOVTES, VIO A0TEQOS EDWDATKOVTO, 0¢ TIROOKLVELY, TOV "HAloV T1)¢ dtkatoovvng,
Kal o€ yvaokewy €€ Dpoug avatoAnv. Koote do&a oot
Your nativity, O Christ our God, has caused the light of knowledge to rise upon the world. For
therein the worshippers of the stars were by a star instructed to worship You, the Sun of Righteousness,
and to know You as Orient from on high. Glory to You, O Lord.

Following the Small Entrance, the Resurrection Hymn of the week in fourth mode is chanted.
TO @adEoV ¢ dAvaotaoews KNELYHA, €k oL AyyéAov pabovoat at tov Kvpiov Madnjtouat,
KAl TNV TIOOYOVIKTV ATOQaoLY drtopdipaocal, toig AmootoAols kavyxwpevatl éAeyov: 'EokVAevtat 6
Odvarog, 11Y£€00n Xootog 0 Oedc, dwEOVIEVOS TQ KOOHW TO HéYa EAEOG.
When the women disciples of the Lord heard the Angel joyously proclaim the resurrection, they
cast aside the ancestral verdict, and boasting in glory they said to the Apostles, “Death has been despoiled!
Christ God has risen, granting the great mercy to the world!”

After this, the Festal Hymn for Christ’s Nativity in fourth mode is repeated (see above).

Then we chant the Apolytikion hymn for the saints of the day (the Ancestors of God), in second mode:

EvayyeAiCov Twone, t@ Aavid T Oavpata 1w Oeomdtoor IlagbBévov eldec kvopoprioaoay,
et Maywv mpooekvvnoag, peta Iowévwv édofoAdynoag, dU' AyyéAov xonuatwoOeic. Tiéreve
Xowotov tov Oedv, owdnvat tag Puxag fNU@v.

Annunciate the miracles to David the ancestor of God, O Joseph. You saw the Virgin pregnant. You
glorified with the shepherds. You worshipped with the Magi. And you were warned by an Angel. Entreat
Christ God to save our souls.

Then, the clergy chant the hymn for the memorial service in plagal fourth mode.
Mv1oOntt Koote, wg dyabog tawv dovAwv oov, kal 6oa €v Biw UAQTOV oUYXWENOTOV: 0VDELS
YOO AVAAQTNTOG, L UT) U 0 OUVAUEVOS, KAl TOIG HETAOTACL dOLVAL THV AVATIXVOLV.
Remember, O Lord, as You are good, Your servants, and forgive every sin they have committed in this
life. For no one is sinless except You, Who have power to grant rest to those who have fallen asleep.

We then chant the Apolytikion hymn for our patron, St. Nicholas, in fourth mode:
Kavova miotews kat eikdva moadtntog, £ykoatelag dATKAAOV, avédelEé oe Th) TolpvT) ooV, 1
TV TEAYHATWV AAN0 el DL TOVTO EKTIOW TN) TATELVWOEL T VYNAL, 1) mtwXela ta mAovowx, I1dteo
tepaoxa NwoAae mpéoPeve Xootw 1o O, cwbnvat tag Puxag Nuv.



The truth of things have revealed you to your flock as a rule of faith, an icon of meekness, and a
teacher of temperance; for this cause you have achieved the heights by humility, riches by poverty. O
Father and Hierarch Nicholas, intercede with Christ God that our souls be saved.

Finally, we chant the Festal Kontakion for Christ’s Nativity, in third mode:

‘H ITap0évog orjpepov, tov UTeQOVOIOV TIKTEL, Kal 1] Y1) TO LTNAALOV, TQ) ATIQO0ITW TIQOOAYEL
Avyyeldot peta Ioévwv dofoAoyovot. Mdyot de petax &otépog 0d0LToQovOL dL” 1JUAG Yo €yevvron,
[Tawiov véov, 0 mEOo alvwyv Oeog.

On this day the Virgin gives * birth to the Super-essential. * To the Unapproachable, * earth is
providing the grotto. * Angels sing and with the shepherds offer up glory. * Following a star the Magi are
still proceeding. * He was born for our salvation, a newborn Child, the pre-eternal God.

Today’s Epistle Reading (Sunday After the Nativity):
The reading is from St. Paul’s Letter to the Galatians (1:11 — 19)
AdeA@ol, YVwEIClw VULV TO evaYYEALOV TO eVayyeAlo0ev UM’ €Uov OTL 0VK 0Tl katax &AvOQwmov:
0VOE YO éyw T AvOQWTOL MaQEéAaPov avTo ovte €dWaxOnV, dAAx dU' dmokaAvews Tnoov
Xototov. Hkovoate Yo v eunv avaotoopnv mote v @ Tovdalou, 0tL kad®’ OTegBoAny €dlwkov

™V ékkAnolav tov OeoL kal EmopBovv avThV, Kal mMEOEkoTToV &v T Tovdaiopw VmeQ MOAAOUG
OLVNAKLOTAG €V T YEVEL OV, TLEQLOTOTEQWS (NAWTIG DTTAQXWV TWV MATOKWY HOU TAQADOTEWV.
Ore d¢ e0dOKNOEV 0 Oc0g 6 aopiloag pe €k KOG INTEOS HOL Kal kaAéoag dux TG XAQLTOG avTOV
amokaAvPatr Tov viov avtov év Euol va evayyeAillwpar avTtov €v tolg €0veowy, evOéwg ov
neooaveGEUNV oagkl kat alpaty, ovde dvnABov eig TegoodAvpa TIEOC TOVG TEO €UOV ATIOOTOAOUG,
aAAx amnABov eic Agaflav, kai Ay vriéotpeda eic Aapaorov. 'Entetta peta €t tola avnABov eig
TepooOAvpa totopnoat ITétpov, kal Emépetva MEOG aVTOV TUEQAS dekamEVTE: ETEQOV OE TQV
ATOOTOAWYV OVK €ldoV el ur) TakwpPov tov ddeAgov tov Kuplov.

Brethren, I would have you know that the gospel which was preached by me is not according to
man. For I did not receive it from man, nor was I taught it, but it came through a revelation of Jesus Christ.
For you have heard of my former life in Judaism, how I persecuted the church of God violently and tried
to destroy it; and I advanced in Judaism beyond many of my own age among my people, so extremely
zealous was I for the traditions of my fathers. But when God who had set me apart before I was born, and
had called me through his grace, was pleased to reveal his Son in me, in order that I might preach him
among the Gentiles, I did not confer with flesh and blood, nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were
apostles before me, but I went away into Arabia; and again I returned to Damascus. Then after three years
I went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas and remained with him fifteen days. But I saw none of the other
apostles except James the Lord’s brother. [RSV]

Today’s Gospel Reading (Sunday After the Nativity):
The reading is from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew (2:13 — 23)
Avaxwonodvtwv twv Hdywyv, ov dyyedog Kvplov @atvetatr kat’ ovao 1@ Twone Aéywv:
€yep0elc mapaAafe O mMadlOV KAl TV HUNTEQX aVTOL Kal @evye el Atyvmtov, kat (o0t éxel €wg av
elnw oor péAAel yap Hogdng Cntetv 10 madiov tov amoAéoat avtd. O d¢ €yepbeic mapéAaPe to
TadloV KAl TNV UNTEQA AUTOV VUKTOG Kol AveXwENOoeV elg Alyvmtov, kal NV €kel £wg TG TeAELTNG
Howdov, tva mANewO1) 10 dndev 1o ToL Kupiov dx Tov MEoENToL AéyovToc: €€ AlyvmTov ékdAeon




OV LoV pov. Tote Hodng dwv 6t éventaixOn 01O twv pHaywv, €é0vpwon Alav, kat dnooteidag
AVEIAE TAVTAG TOVG AdAS TOLG év BnOAegéu kal €v maot Toig 6QioLs AUTIE ATIO DLETOVG KAL KATWTEQW,
KQTO TOV XO0OVOV OV NKOIPwOe maga TV P& ywv. T0te EMAN0wON T0 0n0év UTto Tepepiov TOL TTOOPT TOV
Aéyovtog @wvn) év Paua nkovodn, Oonvog kat kAavOpog kat 0dvopog moAvs: PaxnA kAaiovoa ta
Téxva avtng, kat ovk Nbede magakAnOnval Ot ovk eiotv. TeAevtoavrtog de tov Hewdov Wdov
ayyeAog Kvplov kat’ dvap patvetat to Twot)@ év AityOmtw Aéywv: £yep0eis mapdAafe 10 madiov kal
TV pUNTéoa aTOL Kal moeevov eig ynv ToganA: teOvrikaot yao ot {ntovvteg v Puxnv Tov matdiov.
0 d¢ &yepBeic mapéAaBe 0 madiov Kal TNV untéoa avtoL kat NADev eic ynv ToganA. dixovoag d¢ dtt
ApoxéAaog Paocrevet émi g Tovdalag avti Howdov tov mateog avtov, é@ofr)on ékel ameAOetv:
xonuatioelc 0¢ kat Ovap avexwenoev eig ta péen e I'aAdaiag, kal EABwV katErnoev eig TOALY
Agyopévnv Nalapért, Omws mANewOn 1o gnOév dix twv mpoepntwv 6Tt Nalweaiog kAnOnoetat.

When the magi had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said,
“Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there till I tell you; for Herod is about
to search for the child, to destroy him.” And he rose and took the child and his mother by night, and
departed to Egypt, and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had
spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt have I called my son.” Then Herod, when he saw that he had been
tricked by the magi, was in a furious rage, and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and
in all that region who were two years old or under, according to the time which he had ascertained from
the magi. Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: “A voice was heard in Ramah,
wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be consoled, because they
were no more.” But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in
Egypt, saying, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who sought the
child’s life are dead.” And he rose and took the child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. But
when he heard that Archelaus reigned over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there,
and being warned in a dream he withdrew to the district of Galilee. And he went and dwelt in a city called
Nazareth, that what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled, “He shall be called a Nazarene.” [RSV]

(CHRIST
[S BORN!

@ALORIFY
Him!




SAINTS ALIVE!

December 28t

e 20,000 Martyrs burned in Nicomedia
e Holy Martyr Glyceros

December 29t
e 14,000 infants (Holy Innocents) slain by
Herod in Bethlehem
e Our Righteous Father Marcellus, Abbot of
the Monastery of the Unsleeping Ones

December 30t

e Anysia the Virgin-martyr of Thessaloniki
e Gideon the New Martyr of Mount Athos

December 31%t
e Apodosis of the Nativity of Our Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ
e Melania the Younger, Nun of Rome

January 1%
e  Circumcision of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
e Basil the Great, Archbishop of Caesarea in Cappadocia

January 2™
e Sylvester, Pope of Rome
e  Kosmas, Archbishop of Constantinople

January 3"
e  Malachi the Prophet
Gordios the Martyr of Caesarea
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http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=642
http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=361
http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=361
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"YOUR OWN OF YOUR OWN, WE OFFER TO YOU..."

We offer back to God that which He has given us.

Visit our website to fill out a Stewardship Card or to donate at https://stnickspgh.org.

Stewardship 2025: Thank you to our new and returning Saint Nicholas Stewards!
For those who have not filled out a card, please do so as our church depends on
stewardship for ongoing ministries as well as maintaining our beautiful Cathedral.

oo B 202 STEWARDSHIP
- = Total Stewards | 301 (GOAL 300)
—g g— Total Pledged $168,223.00
= =z GOAL ($255,000.00)
E = Avg. Pledge $ 966.80

Goal Progress

Cards are available in the Narthex and online at http://www.stnickspgh.org.

From the Church School Desk:

St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Cathedral Church School is preparing for their Holiday Outreach Projects. We are looking
for hats, mittens, scarves, gloves, etc. for Neighborhood Resilience Projects Project Bundle-up. Thanks in advance for your
warm winter accessories and teaching the children the gift of giving.

On behalf of the St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Cathedral Church School teachers and students have a Happy & Healthy
2026!

Yours in Christ

Miss Michelle



http://www.stnickspgh.org/

REER KIS SAFE

AREHRIOEESE FPOLCIES

Are You a Youth Worker?

All Clergy, Altar Helpers, Sunday School or Greek School

Teachers, Folk Dance Instructors,

Oratorical Festival Chairs, GOYA Advisors, Basketball Coaches,
Chaperones, JOV Advisors, etc! Parish Council Members too.

If so, you must register or log-in to your account each year.

youthsafetyplatform.goarch.org

Note: PA Law has additional
requirements. For more info, search
Keep Kids Safe PA on the internet.

Questions? Email: youthsafety@goarch.org [=]2:5) =]

EI

PHILOPTOCHOS NEWS

Philoptochos is trying to put together a list of individuals who are willing and able to help the area
college students (Pitt, CMU, Carlow, Chatham, Duquesne, RMU, CCAC, Penn State (Pittsburgh), Point
Park, and LaRoche) during their stay here in Pittsburgh. A list of drivers, doctors, dentists, pharmacists,
etc. is being compiled so they will have someone to call. Your assistance will be greatly appreciated. The
goal is to have this list complete by the end of the year for distribution in January (next semester’). For
more information, contact Michelle Kotsagrelos at 412-680-1416.

Homewood Cemetery
St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Cathedral Greek Section

There are currently 23 graves available for purchase.
Cost per grave:
$2,800.00 per grave for a member of St. Nicholas.

$3,300.00 per grave for non-member.

Contact the Church Office at 412-682-3866 for
further information.

SIXTY CLUB NEWS

SAVE the DAY: January 25, 2026
EVERYONE IS INVITED
USA Birthday Party--250 years. Look for details.
Anyone willing to join the planning committee for this
event, please contact
Alice Gary ( 412-249-8612 ) this week.
Please remit $15.00 dues to Argie Stuart for 2025-2026.
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Happy Birthday
USA

Celebrate 250 Years with Friends & Family!

R ot
A Classic American Luncheon
Sunday, January 25™, 2026

Following Divine Liturgy

Sponsored by The 60's Club
&?’l& ae welconee

\
.

December 1-31, 2025
St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Cathedral
le are looking for new or clean & slightly used coats

ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM
BOOKSTORE

““CHRIST ISBORN
GLORIFY HIM! -

GOYA NEWS

ST. NICHOLAS SWEATSHIRTS

The St. John Chrysostom bookstore would

like to wish you and your family all of the
blessings of the newborn king and a happy ~-
and healthy New Year!

SAINT BASIL THE GREAT
JANUARY 1, 2026

A new order for sweatshirts (White with Blue
lettering) will be placed for our Parishioners,
GOYANS, Coaches, and Parents.
Crewnecks $20
Hoodies $30
Additional cost $5 for name on back
2X and 3X additional $3
Checks payable to St. Nicholas GOYA
Deadline for ordering is December 30th.
For more information text/call
Linda 412-523-7938.




BEANIE

SCARF SOCKS

PROJECT BUNDLE UP

WE ARE LOOKING FOR HATS, GLOVES/MITTENS, SCARVES & SOCKS
FOR NEIGHBORHOOD RESILIENCE PROJECTS PROJECT BUNDLE UP!

RISE UP AND BUILD

Our Cathedral is thankful to all who have fulfilled their 2025 pledges. If you have not made a 2025 pledge, there
is still time to do so, by filling out a 2025 Pledge Card, writing a check, or giving online. Please make sure that
your pledge payments can be handed in person to our church office or mailed and postmarked no later than

December 31, 2025, to meet the Federal Income Tax guidelines.

2026 Pledge cards have also been mailed out to our parishioners.
Please take a moment to fill out the card now (it is also online at: www.stnickspgh.org).

Rise up and Build is the 2026 campaign. You can build our church to new heights enabling its programs and
ministries to flourish. Without your support, our church would have no Sunday School, GOYA, Little Angels and
Joy, Greek School, Food Festival, Welcome Brunch for College Students name a few programs. Build upon what
has been and continues at Saint Nicholas Cathedral.

We wish you all our Saint Nicholas Family a Blessed Christmas and A Happy and Healthy 2026!


http://www.stnickspgh.org/

St. Nicholas GOYA

AD BOOK

Dear Parishioners

St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Cathedral's youth group (GOYA) is thrilled to be hosting a
Metropolis Basketball Tournament at our church this year. We are hoping that you will
consider placing an advertisement in our tournament book, to help support our youth.
Given the escalating costs of hosting these tournaments, the Tournament Program
Book contributes greatly to the essential revenue needed as part of our overall cost
raising efforts.

The tournament will be held the weekend of February 13-15, 2026 and we are
expecting over 500 people from across PA and OH to attend! The program book serves
as a great way to advertise local businesses and recognize our GOYANS.

Attached you will find our submission form, which has all of the information you need
to place the ad. The deadline for advertisements is February 4th.

If you have any questions or need additional information, please feel free to contact me
at (412)915-7838.

Thank you for your consideration and support!

Sincerely,

Wanca (Cocdtice

Maria Coutris



St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Cathedral
Pittsburgh, PA

GOYA METROPOLIS BASKETEALL TOURNAMENT
FEBRUARY 13-15, 2026

TOURNAMENT PROGRAM BOOK SUBMISSION FORM

Please support our youth by placing an ad in the tournament book. Advertisements may
include business as well as personal wishes to the groups and/or individual players.

Please check your choice below:

Centerfold $250.00

Full Page (5 % X 8 %) $150.00

Half Page (5 ¥z X 4 1/4) $100.00

1/4 Page (2 % X 4 1/4) $60.00

Line sponsor (maximum of 60 characters/line) $30.00

One photo may be included in FULL or HALF page ads
Additional photos are $5.00 each

Submission MUST BE .jpg format

All ads are BLACK & WHITE, no color options

Ads may be submitted in hard copy or through email by FEBRUARY 4th to:

Maria Coutris
mvcoutris@gmail.com

8551 Ivy Hill Drive #9
Poland, OH 44514

Please make checks payable to:

St. Nicholas GOYA (mail to address above)
If you have questions, please call: (412)915-7838

Thank you for your continued support!



DECEMBER 2025

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
28 29 30 31 JANUARY 1, 2026 2 3
Sunday YAL Basketball Adult Greek Classes
after 7:00 p.m. 6:30 p.m. NEW YEAR’S DAY
Nativity
Orthros CIRCUMCISION
8:15 am. OF
Divine Liturgy OUR LORD
9:30 a.m.
FEAST
OF
BASIL THE GREAT
Orthros
9:00 a.m.
Divine Liturgy
of
St Basil
10:00 a.m.
CHURCH
OFFICE
CLOSED
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Sunday Royal Hours THEOPHANY Synaxis GOYA Greek School
before of Festal Orthros of Holiday Party 10:00 a.m
Theophany Theophany 8:30 a.m. John at Boyce Park
Orthros 10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy the
8:15 a.m. 9:30 a.m. Holy Glorious
Divine Liturgy Vesperal (followed by the Great Prophet, Baptist,
9:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy Agiasmos) &
of Forerunner
Cutting of Vasilopita St. Basil the Great Adult Greek Classes Orthros
(followed by 6:30 p.m. 8:30 a.m.
the Great Agiasmos) Divine Liturgy
6:30 p.m. 9:30 a.m.
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Sunday Bible Study Adult Greek Classes Greek School
after 5:30 p.m. 6:30 p.m. Pitt/CMU OCF 10:00 a.m.
Theophany 7:30 p.m.
Orthros YAL Basketball
8:15 am. 7:00 p.m.
Divine Liturgy
9:30 a.m.

GOYA B-Ball Tourney in Columbus, OH




