
SUNDAY, December 14, 2025 — 11th Sunday of Luke 
Saint of the Day: Sunday of the holy Forefathers 

Second Mode · Fifth Eothinon 

 

 

 
 
 

Questions about our Parish?  E-mail church@stnickspgh.org or call 412-682-3866 

Our weekly Sunday worship schedule: Orthros 8:15 a.m. & Divine Liturgy 9:30 a.m. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

        

TODAY: 
 

 

❖ Memorial Service for George Labrakopoulos (6 months). 

❖ Trisagion Services for Stamatios (24 years), and Anastasia (22 years) Tsitsanos. 

❖ Coffee Hour hosted by GOYA and sponsored by the Labrakopoulos family in the large hall. 

 

 

THIS WEEK AT ST. NICHOLAS: 
• Monday, December 15:  Bible Study (Gospel of Luke) 5:30 p.m. 

YAL Basketball 7:00 p.m. 

• Tuesday, December 16:  St. Eleftherios the Hieromartyr 

 Orthros 8:30 a.m.; Divine Liturgy 9:30 a.m. 

Adult Greek Classes 6:30 p.m. 

• Thursday, December 18:  Pitt/CMU OCF 7:30 p.m. 

• Saturday, December 20:  Greek School 10:00 a.m. 

 

______ 

  

 

TODAY’S HYMNS AND READINGS 
The stone having been sealed by the Pharisees and chief priests, 

 

If you cannot join us 

in person, you may 

participate in our 

services live at 

www.stnickspgh.org/ 

by selecting the link 

“Click Here for Live 

Streaming.” 

WELCOME, VISITORS! You are honored guests here at St. Nicholas Cathedral and welcome at all our services. We invite you to 
receive the Holy Eucharist (Communion) if you are an Orthodox Christian who is prepared through fasting, prayer, and 
confession. If you are not Orthodox, or are Orthodox but have not prepared, we respectfully invite you instead to come forward 
at the end of the service for a blessing by the priest and a piece of blessed bread (antidoron).  
 

 

 

VISIT www.stnickspgh.org for news and updates about our parish! 
CLERGY:  Rev. Fr. Eleftherios Constantine and Rev. Dn. Robert Lykos 

Father’s e-mail address:  fr.ec@stnickspgh.org 
PROTOPSALTRIA:  Amy Hogg  

CHOIR DIRECTOR:  Steve Andrews | ORGANIST:  Brett Wells 
 

WELCOME TO ST. NICHOLAS CATHEDRAL! 

 

Food Festival Preparations 2026 
We are starting up again. This is what our tentative January schedule looks like.  All help is appreciated. 

• Spanakopita, Wednesday with an Evening cooking session; Thursday, Friday, January 7, 8 and 9 

• Souzoukakia, Friday and Saturday, January 16 and 17 

• Pastitsio, Tuesday and Wednesday, January 27 and 28, (possibly Thursday, January 29). 

 

mailto:church@stnickspgh.org
http://www.stnickspgh.org/
http://www.stnickspgh.org/


TODAY’S HYMNS AND READINGS 
 

The Resurrection Hymn of the week in second mode is chanted twice for the Small Entrance: 

Ὅτε κατῆλθες πρὸς τὸν θάνατον, ἡ ζωὴ ἡ ἀθάνατος, τότε τὸν ᾅδην 

ἐνέκρωσας, τῇ ἀστραπῇ τῆς θεότητος· ὅτε δὲ καὶ τοὺς τεθνεῶτας, ἐκ τῶν 

καταχθονίων ἀνέστησας, πᾶσαι αἱ δυνάμεις τῶν ἐπουρανίων ἐκραύγαζον· 

Ζωοδότα Χριστέ, ὁ Θεὸς ἡμῶν δόξα σοι. 

When You descended unto Death, O Lord, You who are immortal Life put Hades to death, by the 

lightning of Your divinity. And when You raised the dead from the netherworld, all the hosts of heaven 

sang aloud to You, “O Christ God, Giver of life, glory to You!” 

 

At the Small Entrance, the usual Entrance Hymn is chanted. 

 

Following the Small Entrance, the Resurrection Hymn of the week in second mode is repeated (see above). 

 

After this,we chant the hymn for the Holy Forefathers, in second mode: 

Ἐν πίστει τοὺς Προπάτορας ἐδικαίωσας, τὴν ἐξ Ἐθνῶν διʼ αὐτῶν προμνηστευσάμενος 

Ἐκκλησίαν. Καυχῶνται ἐν δόξῃ οἱ Ἅγιοι, ὅτι ἐκ σπέρματος αὐτῶν, ὑπάρχει καρπός εὐκλεής, ἡ 

ἀσπόρως τεκοῦσά σε. Ταῖς αὐτῶν ἱκεσίαις, Χριστὲ ὁ Θεός, σῶσον τὰς ψυχὰς ἡμῶν. 

By faith You justified the Forefathers, having through them betrothed to yourself the Church that 

came out of the nations. The saints are boasting in glory; for the glorious fruit, the Virgin who without 

seed gave birth to You, is from their progeny. At their entreaties, O Christ our God, save our souls. 

 

Then, the clergy chant the hymn for the memorial service in plagal fourth mode. 

Μνήσθητι Κύριε, ὡς ἀγαθὸς τοῦ δούλου σου, καὶ ὅσα ἐν βίῳ ἥμαρτεν συγχώρησον· οὐδεὶς γὰρ 

ἀναμάρτητος, εἰ μὴ Σὺ ὁ δυνάμενος, καὶ τῷ μεταστάντι δοῦναι τήν ἀνάπαυσιν. 

Remember, O Lord, as You are good, Your servant, and forgive every sin he has committed in 

this life. For no one is sinless except You, Who have power to grant rest to those who have fallen asleep. 

 

We then chant the hymn for our patron, St. Nicholas, in fourth mode: 

Κανόνα πίστεως καὶ εἰκόνα πραότητος, ἐγκρατείας διδάσκαλον, ἀνέδειξέ σε τῇ ποίμνῃ σου, ἡ 

τῶν πραγμάτων ἀλήθεια· διὰ τοῦτο ἐκτήσω τῇ ταπεινώσει τὰ ὑψηλά, τῇ πτωχείᾳ τὰ πλούσια, Πάτερ 

ἱεράρχα Νικόλαε· πρέσβευε Χριστῷ τῷ Θεῷ, σωθῆναι τὰς ψυχὰς ἡμῶν. 

The truth of things have revealed you to your flock as a rule of faith, an icon of meekness, and a 

teacher of temperance; for this cause you have achieved the heights by humility, riches by poverty. O 

Father and Hierarch Nicholas, intercede with Christ God that our souls be saved. 

 

Finally, we chant the Festal Kontakion (for the Forefeast of the Nativity), in third mode: 

Ἡ Παρθένος σήμερον, τὸν προαιώνιον Λόγον, ἐν Σπηλαίῳ ἔρχεται, ἀποτεκεῖν ἀποῤῥήτως. 

Χόρευε ἡ οἰκουμένη ἀκουτισθεῖσα, δόξασον μετὰ Ἀγγέλων καὶ τῶν Ποιμένων, βουληθέντα 

ἐποφθῆναι, Παιδίον νέον, τὸν πρὸ αἰώνων Θεόν. 

On this day the Virgin comes to the cave to give birth to God the Word ineffably, Who was before 

all the ages. Dance for joy, O earth, on hearing the gladsome tidings; with the Angels and the shepherds 

now glorify Him Who is willing to be gazed on as a young Child Who before the ages is God. 



Today’s Epistle Reading (Sunday for the Forefathers): 

The reading is from Paul’s Letter to the Colossians (3:4 – 11) 

Ἀδελφοί, ὅταν ὁ Χριστὸς φανερωθῇ, ἡ ζωὴ ἡμῶν, τότε καὶ ὑμεῖς σὺν αὐτῷ φανερωθήσεσθε ἐν 

δόξῃ. Νεκρώσατε οὖν τὰ μέλη ὑμῶν τὰ ἐπὶ τῆς γῆς, πορνείαν, ἀκαθαρσίαν, πάθος, ἐπιθυμίαν κακήν, 

καὶ τὴν πλεονεξίαν, ἥτις ἐστὶν εἰδωλολατρία, δι᾽ ἃ ἔρχεται ἡ ὀργὴ τοῦ Θεοῦ ἐπὶ τοὺς υἱοὺς τῆς 

ἀπειθείας, ἐν οἷς καὶ ὑμεῖς περιεπατήσατέ ποτε, ὅτε ἐζῆτε ἐν αὐτοῖς· νυνὶ δὲ ἀπόθεσθε καὶ ὑμεῖς τὰ 

πάντα, ὀργήν, θυμόν, κακίαν, βλασφημίαν, αἰσχρολογίαν ἐκ τοῦ στόματος ὑμῶν· μὴ ψεύδεσθε εἰς 

ἀλλήλους, ἀπεκδυσάμενοι τὸν παλαιὸν ἄνθρωπον σὺν ταῖς πράξεσιν αὐτοῦ καὶ ἐνδυσάμενοι τὸν νέον 

τὸν ἀνακαινούμενον εἰς ἐπίγνωσιν κατ᾽ εἰκόνα τοῦ κτίσαντος αὐτόν, ὅπου οὐκ ἔνι Ἕλλην καὶ Ἰουδαῖος, 

περιτομὴ καὶ ἀκροβυστία, βάρβαρος, Σκύθης, δοῦλος, ἐλεύθερος, ἀλλὰ τὰ πάντα καὶ ἐν πᾶσι Χριστός. 

Brethren, when Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. Put to 

death therefore what is earthly in you: fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which 

is idolatry. On account of these the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of disobedience. In these you 

once walked, when you lived in them. But now put them all away; anger, wrath, malice, slander, and foul 

talk from your mouth. Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old nature with its 

practices and have put on the new nature, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its 

creator. Here there cannot be Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, 

free man, but Christ is all, and in all. [RSV] 

 

Today’s Gospel Reading (Eleventh Sunday of Luke):  

The reading is from the Holy Gospel according to Luke (14:16 – 24) 

Eἶπεν ὁ Κύριος τὴν παραβολὴν ταύτην· Ἄνθρωπός τις ἐποίησε δεῖπνον μέγα καὶ ἐκάλεσε 

πολλούς· καὶ ἀπέστειλε τὸν δοῦλον αὐτοῦ τῇ ὥρᾳ τοῦ δείπνου εἰπεῖν τοῖς κεκλημένοις· ἔρχεσθε, ὅτι 

ἤδη ἕτοιμά ἐστι πάντα. καὶ ἤρξαντο ἀπὸ μιᾶς παραιτεῖσθαι πάντες. ὁ πρῶτος εἶπεν αὐτῷ· ἀγρὸν 

ἠγόρασα, καὶ ἔχω ἀνάγκην ἐξελθεῖν καὶ ἰδεῖν αὐτόν· ἐρωτῶ σε, ἔχε με παρῃτημένον. καὶ ἕτερος εἶπε· 

ζεύγη βοῶν ἠγόρασα πέντε, καὶ πορεύομαι δοκιμάσαι αὐτά· ἐρωτῶ σε, ἔχε με παρῃτημένον. καὶ 

ἕτερος εἶπε· γυναῖκα ἔγημα, καὶ διὰ τοῦτο οὐ δύναμαι ἐλθεῖν. καὶ παραγενόμενος ὁ δοῦλος ἐκεῖνος 

ἀπήγγειλε τῷ κυρίῳ αὐτοῦ ταῦτα. τότε ὀργισθεὶς ὁ οἰκοδεσπότης εἶπε τῷ δούλῳ αὐτοῦ· ἔξελθε 

ταχέως εἰς τὰς πλατείας καὶ ῥύμας τῆς πόλεως, καὶ τοὺς πτωχοὺς καὶ ἀναπήρους καὶ χωλοὺς καὶ 

τυφλοὺς εἰσάγαγε ὧδε. καὶ εἶπεν ὁ δοῦλος· κύριε, γέγονεν ὡς ἐπέταξας, καὶ ἔτι τόπος ἐστί. καὶ εἶπεν 

ὁ κύριος πρὸς τὸν δοῦλον· ἔξελθε εἰς τὰς ὁδοὺς καὶ φραγμοὺς καὶ ἀνάγκασον εἰσελθεῖν, ἵνα γεμισθῇ 

ὁ οἶκος μου. λέγω γὰρ ὑμῖν ὅτι οὐδεὶς τῶν ἀνδρῶν ἐκείνων τῶν κεκλημένων γεύσεταί μου τοῦ 

δείπνου. Πολλοὶ γάρ εἰσι κλητοί, ὀλίγοι δὲ εκλεκτοί. 

The Lord said this parable: “A man once gave a great banquet, and invited many; and at the time 

of the banquet he sent his servant to say to those who had been invited, ‘Come; for all is now ready.’ But 

they all alike began to make excuses. The first said to him, ‘I have bought a field, and I go out and see it; 

I pray you, have me excused.’ And another said, ‘I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I must go to 

examine them; I pray you, have me excused.’ And another said, ‘I have married a wife, and therefore I 

cannot come.’ So the servant came and reported this to his master. Then the householder in anger said to 

his servant, ‘Go out quickly to the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in the poor and maimed and 

blind and lame.’ And the servant said, ‘Sir, what you commanded has been done, and there is still room.’ 

And the master said to the servant, ‘Go out to the highways and hedges, and compel people to come in, 

that my house may be filled. For I tell you, none of those men who were invited shall taste my banquet. 

For many are called, but few are chosen.’” [RSV] 



 
 

SAINTS ALIVE! 
 

 

 
 

December 14th  

• Martyrs Thyrsus, Leucius, and Callinicus 
of Asia Minor  

December 15th  

• Eleutherios the Hieromartyr, Bishop of 
Illyricum, and his mother Anthia  

• The Martyr Susannah the Deaconess 
 
 

December 16th   

• The Holy Prophet Aggaeus (Haggai)  

• Modestos, Archbishop of Jerusalem  
  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
December 17th   

• Daniel the Prophet & Ananias, Azarias, & Misail, the 
Three Holy Youths  

• Dionysius of Zakynthos 
 
December 18th  

• Sebastian the Martyr & his Companions  

December 19th  

• Martyrs Boniface, Probus, Ares, Timothy, Polyeuktos, 
Eutychios and Thessaloniki  

• Our Righteous Father Gregentius, Bishop of Ethiopia 
 
December 20th  

• Ignatius the God-Bearer, Bishop of Antioch  

• Our Righteous Father Philogonius, Bishop of Antioch

http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=336
http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=336
http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=337&PCode=13LM&D=M&date=12/15/2025
http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=337&PCode=13LM&D=M&date=12/15/2025
http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=338
http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=340
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http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=341
http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=342
http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=343
http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=344
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http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=346


 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

   
 
 
 

From the Church School Desk: 

 

St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Cathedral Church School is preparing for their Holiday Outreach Projects.  We are looking for 

hats, mittens, scarves, gloves, etc. for Neighborhood Resilience Projects Project Bundle-up.  Thanks in advance for your warm 

winter accessories and teaching the children the gift of giving.  

The Church School children will present their Christmas Pageant under the direction of Joanna Darakos on Sunday, 

December 21, 2025.  Please refer to the enclosed practice schedule for further details.  

I appreciate the support from all of you and thanks for sharing your children with us every Sunday! 

Yours in Christ 

Miss Michelle 

 

 

 

2025 STEWARDSHIP 

Total Stewards 297 (GOAL 300) 

Total Pledged $ 168,003.00 
 (GOAL ($255,000.00) 

Avg. Pledge $ 976.76 
   

 

"Your Own of Your Own, we offer to You…" 

  

We offer back to God that which He has given us. 
 

Visit our website to fill out a Stewardship Card or to donate at https://stnickspgh.org. 

  

Stewardship 2025: Thank you to our new and returning Saint Nicholas Stewards! 
 For those who have not filled out a card, please do so as our church depends on 
stewardship for ongoing ministries as well as maintaining our beautiful Cathedral. 
 
Cards are available in the Narthex and online at http://www.stnickspgh.org. 

 

http://www.stnickspgh.org/


 

 

 
 

        

   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

PHILOPTOCHOS NEWS 

Philoptochos is trying to put together a list of individuals who are willing and able to help the area 

college students (Pitt, CMU, Carlow, Chatham, Duquesne, RMU, CCAC, Penn State (Pittsburgh), Point 

Park, and LaRoche) during their stay here in Pittsburgh.  A list of drivers, doctors, dentists, pharmacists, 

etc. is being compiled so they will have someone to call.  Your assistance will be greatly appreciated.  The 

goal is to have this list complete by the end of the year for distribution in January (next semester’).  For 

more information, contact Michelle Kotsagrelos at 412-680-1416. 

 

 

Homewood Cemetery 
St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Cathedral Greek Section 

 
There are currently 23 graves available for purchase. 

 
Cost per grave: 

$2,800.00 per grave for a member of St. Nicholas. 
$3,300.00 per grave for non-member. 

 
Contact the Church Office at 412-682-3866 for 

further information. 

SIXTY CLUB NEWS 
 

SAVE the DAY:   January 25, 2026 
EVERYONE  IS INVITED 

USA Birthday Party--250 years. Look for details. 
Anyone willing to join the planning committee for this 

event, please contact                                                        
Fran ( 412-731-0790 ) this week. 

Please remit $15.00 dues to Argie Stuart for 2025-2026. 
 



 

 

GOYA News 

 
 

Our GOYA is once again having their annual Pastitsio sale 

and Sarris Chocolate sale for the holidays. Please look for 

both flyers in this bulletin. Pastitsio is available to purchase 

today. 

 The online Sarris Chocolate Sale will continue 

 through December 14.  

We greatly appreciate all the support for our fundraisers. 

The funds raised help support our  

GOYA ministry.  

 

ST. NICHOLAS SWEATSHIRTS 
A new order for sweatshirts (White with Blue lettering) will 

be placed for our Parishioners, GOYAns, Coaches, and 

Parents.  

Crewnecks $20 

Hoodies $30 

Additional cost $5 for name on back 

2X and 3X additional $3 

Checks payable to St. Nicholas GOYA 

Deadline for ordering is December 30th. 

For more information text/call Linda 412-523-7938. 

 



 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

  



 

 

 
 
 

  



 

DECEMBER 2025 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

14 

11th 

Sunday 

of 

Luke 

Orthros 

8:00 a.m. 
Divine Liturgy 

9:30 a.m. 

 
 

15 

 

St. Eleftherios  

the Hieromartyr 

Orthros 

 8:30 a.m. 

Liturgy  
9:30 a.m. 

 

Bible Study 

5:30 p.m. 
 

YAL Basketball 

7:00 p.m. 

16 

 

Adult Greek Classes 

6:30 p.m. 
 

 

 

17 

 

18 

 

Parish Council 

Meeting 

6:30 p.m. 

 

19 

 

 

20 

 

Greek School 

10:00 a.m 

 
 

 

21 

Sunday 

 before  

Nativity 

Orthros 

8:15 a.m. 

Divine Liturgy 

9:30 a.m. 

 
Christmas Pageant 

 

22 

 

YAL Basketball 

7:00 p.m. 

 

23 

 

Adult Greek Classes 

6:30 p.m. 

 

 

24 

Royal Hours 

3:30 p.m. 
 

Vesperal  

Divine Liturgy 

 of  

St. Basil 

 the  

Great 

5:00 p.m. 
 

 

25 

The NATIVITY 

 of OUR LORD 

Festal Orthros 

8:30 a.m. 

Divine Liturgy 

 of  

St. John Chrysostom 

9:30 a.m. 
 

CHURCH 
OFFICE 

CLOSED 

 

26 

CHURCH 

OFFICE 
CLOSED 

 

27 

 

 

28 

Sunday  

after  

Nativity 

Orthros 

8:15 a.m. 
Divine Liturgy 

9:30 a.m. 

 
 
 

 

29 

 

YAL Basketball 

7:00 p.m. 

 

30 

 

Adult Greek Classes 

6:30 p.m. 

 

31 JANUARY 1, 2026 

 
NEW YEAR’S DAY, 

CIRCUMCISION  
OF 

 OUR LORD, 
FEAST 

 OF 
 BASIL THE GREAT 

Orthros 

9:00 a.m. 
Divine Liturgy of  

St Basil 

10:00 a.m. 

 

CHURCH 

OFFICE 
CLOSED 

 

  


