SUNDAY, December 14, 2025 — 11* Sunday of Luke

Saint of the Day: Sunday of the holy Forefathers

Second Mode - Fifth Eothinon

WELCOME TO ST. NICHOLAS CATHEDRAL!

VISIT www.stnickspgh.org for news and updates about our parish!
CLERGY: Rev. Fr. Eleftherios Constantine and Rev. Dn. Robert Lykos
Father’s e-mail address: fr.ec@stnickspgh.org
PROTOPSALTRIA: Amy Hogg

CHOIR DIRECTOR: Steve Andrews | ORGANIST: Brett Wells

Questions about our Parish? E-mail church@stnickspgh.org or call 412-682-3866
Our weekly Sunday worship schedule: Orthros 8:15 a.m. & Divine Liturqgy 9:30 a.m.

WELCOMIE, VISITORS! You are honored guests here at St. Nicholas Cathedral and welcome at all our services. We invite you to
receive the Holy Eucharist (Communion) if you are an Orthodox Christian who is prepared through fasting, prayer, and
confession. If you are not Orthodox, or are Orthodox but have not prepared, we respectfully invite you instead to come forward

at the end of the service for a blessing by the priest and a piece of blessed bread (antidoron).

To make a donation, visit our website

If you cannot join us ()UR MISSI()N ()UR VISION

in person, you may
participate in our

or scan the QR code

services live at To proclaim the Gospel To be a welcoming and
. of Jesus Christ in a spirit of owing parish, striving to
www.stnickspgh.org/ unity and love for all ve the new life in Christ
by selecting the link through worship, service, according to the teachings
“Click Here for Live education, fellowshi and Traditions of the

Streaming.”

and outreach. Greek Orthodox Faith

TODAY:

Memorial Service for George Labrakopoulos (6 months).

Trisagion Services for Stamatios (24 years), and Anastasia (22 years) Tsitsanos.
Coffee Hour hosted by GOYA and sponsored by the Labrakopoulos family in the large hall.

THIS WEEK AT ST. NICHOLAS:

Monday, December 15: Bible Study (Gospel of Luke) 5:30 p.m.

YAL Basketball 7:00 p.m.

Tuesday, December 16: St. Eleftherios the Hieromartyr

Orthros 8:30 a.m.; Divine Liturgy 9:30 a.m.
Adult Greek Classes 6:30 p.m.

Thursday, December 18: Pitt/CMU OCF 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, December 20: Greek School 10:00 a.m.

Food Festival Preparations 2026

We are starting up again. This is what our tentative January schedule looks like. All help is appreciated.
Spanakopita, Wednesday with an Evening cooking session; Thursday, Friday, January 7, 8 and 9

e Souzoukakia, Friday and Saturday, January 16 and 17
Pastitsio, Tuesday and Wednesday, January 27 and 28, (possibly Thursday, January 29).
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TODAY'S HYMNS AND READINGS

The Resurrection Hymn of the week in second mode is chanted twice for the Small Entrance:
‘Ote katABec mEog tov Odvatov, 1) Cwn 1) aBdvatog, téte TOV AdONV
évékpwoag, TN aotoart) Tth¢ Oedtnrog Ote d¢ Kal TOvg TEOvVewTAS, €K TV
kataxOoviwv avéotnoag, maoat al dLVAUES TV ETOVOAVIWV €KQAUYALOV'  hitps/desgoarchorg/parish/
Zwodota XLoté, 6 Ocog Nuwv d6Ea oot
When You descended unto Death, O Lord, You who are immortal Life put Hades to death, by the
lightning of Your divinity. And when You raised the dead from the netherworld, all the hosts of heaven
sang aloud to You, “O Christ God, Giver of life, glory to You!”

At the Small Entrance, the usual Entrance Hymn is chanted.
Following the Small Entrance, the Resurrection Hymn of the week in second mode is repeated (see above).

After this,we chant the hymn for the Holy Forefathers, in second mode:

'Ev miotet toug Tlpomatopag edwaiwoag, v €€ EOvov O avt@wv MEOUVNOTELOAUEVOS
ExxAnotav. Kavxaovtat év 06&1 ol Ayloy, 61t €k OTEQUATOS ATV, VTTAQXEL KAQTIOS €VKAETNG, 1)
AoTOpWG TekoLOA 0. Talg avtwv ikeoiatg, XpLoteé 0 Oedg, cwoov TAS PuXAS TIHWV.

By faith You justified the Forefathers, having through them betrothed to yourself the Church that
came out of the nations. The saints are boasting in glory; for the glorious fruit, the Virgin who without
seed gave birth to You, is from their progeny. At their entreaties, O Christ our God, save our souls.

Then, the clergy chant the hymn for the memorial service in plagal fourth mode.
MvrjoOnti Kvgte, wg ayaBog tov dovAov cov, kat doa €v Blw UaQTEV OLYXWENOOV: OVDELS YAQ
AVAUAQTNTOG, €L U1 LU 0 DUVAHEVOG, KAL T HETAOTAVTL dOVVAL THV AVATIAVOLV.
Remember, O Lord, as You are good, Your servant, and forgive every sin he has committed in
this life. For no one is sinless except You, Who have power to grant rest to those who have fallen asleep.

We then chant the hymn for our patron, St. Nicholas, in fourth mode:
Kavova miotewg katl eikdva mpadtntog, eykoateiag dddokaAov, avédelEé oe i) ol oov, 1)
TV MOAYUATWV AAT)O el dix TOVTO EKTHOW T TATEV@WOoeL T VPNAQG, ) Mtw)X el To mAovow, [Tdteg
tepaoxa NwoAae mpéoPeve Xootw 1 O, cwbnvat tag Puxag Nuv.
The truth of things have revealed you to your flock as a rule of faith, an icon of meekness, and a
teacher of temperance; for this cause you have achieved the heights by humility, riches by poverty. O
Father and Hierarch Nicholas, intercede with Christ God that our souls be saved.

Finally, we chant the Festal Kontakion (for the Forefeast of the Nativity), in third mode:

‘H INapOévog onuegov, tov moatwviov Adyov, év LZnnAalw £0XeTal, ATOTEKELV ATTOQONTWG.
Xogeve 1 olkovpévn dxovtioOeioa, do&aocov peta AyyéAwv kat twv Tloywévwy, PovAnOévia
énopOnvat, ITawdiov véov, OV EO alwvwv Oeodv.

On this day the Virgin comes to the cave to give birth to God the Word ineffably, Who was before
all the ages. Dance for joy, O earth, on hearing the gladsome tidings; with the Angels and the shepherds
now glorify Him Who is willing to be gazed on as a young Child Who before the ages is God.



Today’s Epistle Reading (Sunday for the Forefathers):
The reading is from Paul’s Letter to the Colossians (3:4 —11)
AdeAgol, 6tav 6 XoLoTog @avepwon), 1) Cwn U@V, tote Kal Vel oLV avT@ @avepwOnoeoOe &v
00&N. Nekpwoate o0V Tax HEAN DIV Tax ETL TG VNG, Topveiay, akabagoiav, abog, embupiav kaknv,
Kkal v mAgovellav, Ntig €0tiv edwAoAaTola, O & €oxetal 1 0Qyr Tov Oeov ETi TOLG VIOLG TG
amelfelag, &v ol Kal VUEIS Teglematioaté mote, Ote €0NTe v avTolS” VUVL ¢ amobeoOe kal LUeIS T

TiavTa, 0QYynVv, Ovuov, kaxiav, PAacenuiov, aloxooAoyiav €k oL OTOpATOS VU@V uT) PevdecOe eig
AAANAOUVG, ATLEKOVOAEVOL TOV TTAAXLOV &AVOQRWTOV LV TALS TEAEETLY AVTOL KAl EVOVOAUEVOL TOV VEOV
TOV AVOKALVOUHLEVOV ELG EMLY VWOV KAT elKOVA TOV KTloavTog avtov, 0Ttov ovk évi "EAANV kat Tovdaiog,
TLEQLTOUTN) Kol drpoBuotia, BaoPapog, LkvO1g, dovAog, EéAe00eQ0C, AAAX T& TtdVTa KAt év maot XQLoTtdc.

Brethren, when Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. Put to
death therefore what is earthly in you: fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which
is idolatry. On account of these the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of disobedience. In these you
once walked, when you lived in them. But now put them all away; anger, wrath, malice, slander, and foul
talk from your mouth. Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old nature with its
practices and have put on the new nature, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its
creator. Here there cannot be Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave,
free man, but Christ is all, and in all. [RSV]

Today’s Gospel Reading (Eleventh Sunday of Luke):
The reading is from the Holy Gospel according to Luke (14:16 — 24)

Eirtev 6 Kvolog v magaPoAnv tavtnv: AvOowmog Tig €moinoe delmvov uéyo kat ékaAeoe
TIOAAOVC Kal dTtéoteide TOV DOVAOV AUTOL T WEA TOL delTrvou eiTtelv Tolg kekAnpévols: éoxecle, otu
nomn €Tolud €0TL MAVTA. KAl EEAVTO ATIO HIAG TaQALTELOOAL TTAVTES. O TIOWTOG EIMEV AVTQ" AYQOV
Nyooaoa, kal éxw avayknv é£eADelv kal Idelv avTdV: €0WTw O, X e TAENTNUEVOV. Kal £TEQOG elme:
Cevyn Powv Nyopaoa TéVTE, Kal TTOQEVOUAL DOKIUACTAL AVTA" €QWTW O€, €X€ UE TAQNTNUEVOV. KAl
€TeQOG elme’ yuvalka €ynua, kol dix ToUTo oV dUvapaL EADELV. Kal TaQAyeVOHEVOS O OOVAOG EKELVOG
AT YYEAE T KLRIW aUTOL TavTA. TOTE 0QYLo0ElS O 0ik0deomdTNG elme T OOVAW avTov: EEeADe
TaX€wg el Tag MAaTElRG Kal QUHAS TNG TOAEWS, KAL TOUG MTWYXOLUS KAl AVATI)QOUS Kal XWAOUS Kal
TUPAOUG elodyaye WOE. Kal elTev 0 DOVAOG KUQLE, YEYOVeEV WG emétalag, kat £TL TOTOC €0l Kal elmev
O KVQLOG TIROG TOV dOVAOV" £EeADE €lg TG ODOVGS KAl PEAYHOUS Kal Avaykaoov eloeABety, tva YepoOn)
0 0ikog pov. Aéyw Yo VULV OTL 0VOEIS TV AVORWYV €KelvwV TV KeKANUEVWY yevoetal Hov Tov

detrtvov. IToAAoL Y& elot kKANTOL, OALyoL ¢ ekAekTOl.

The Lord said this parable: “A man once gave a great banquet, and invited many; and at the time
of the banquet he sent his servant to say to those who had been invited, ‘Come; for all is now ready.” But
they all alike began to make excuses. The first said to him, ‘I have bought a field, and I go out and see it;
I pray you, have me excused.” And another said, ‘I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I must go to
examine them; I pray you, have me excused.” And another said, ‘I have married a wife, and therefore I
cannot come.” So the servant came and reported this to his master. Then the householder in anger said to
his servant, ‘Go out quickly to the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in the poor and maimed and
blind and lame.” And the servant said, ‘Sir, what you commanded has been done, and there is still room.’
And the master said to the servant, ‘Go out to the highways and hedges, and compel people to come in,
that my house may be filled. For I tell you, none of those men who were invited shall taste my banquet.
For many are called, but few are chosen.”” [RSV]




CROSSzZROAD

CROSSROAD'N\‘»"T.«‘TE'ORG
r" - ‘
Q7= ki r

You Belong
at CrOSSRoad! s

CROSSEROAD #

10
DAYS TO

EXPLORE &
CONNECT! <

~N
~
-

-

-
-
~

~

Join youth from across the country to explore your faith,
purpose, and the Orthodox tradition. arco.de/CR-summer

SAINTS ALIVE!

December 14t December 17

e Daniel the Prophet & Ananias, Azarias, & Misail, the
Three Holy Youths

e Dionysius of Zakynthos

e Martyrs Thyrsus, Leucius, and Callinicus
of Asia Minor

December 15t
o  Eleutherios the Hieromartyr, Bishop of
lllyricum, and his mother Anthia e  Sebastian the Martyr & his Companions
e  The Martyr Susannah the Deaconess

December 18t

December 19"
e  Martyrs Boniface, Probus, Ares, Timothy, Polyeuktos,
December 16" Eutychios and Thessaloniki
e The Holy Prophet Aggaeus (Haggai) e Our Righteous Father Gregentius, Bishop of Ethiopia
e Modestos, Archbishop of Jerusalem
December 20"
e Ignatius the God-Bearer, Bishop of Antioch

e Our Righteous Father Philogonius, Bishop of Antioch
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"YOUR OWN OF YOUR OWN, WE OFFER TO YOU..."

We offer back to God that which He has given us.

Visit our website to fill out a Stewardship Card or to donate at https://stnickspgh.org.

Stewardship 2025: Thank you to our new and returning Saint Nicholas Stewards!
For those who have not filled out a card, please do so as our church depends on
stewardship for ongoing ministries as well as maintaining our beautiful Cathedral.

oo B 202 STEWARDSHIP
- = Total Stewards | 297 (GOAL 300)
= = Total Pledged $168,003.00
E = GOAL ($255,000.00)
:é é: Avg. Pledge $ 976.76

Goal Progress

Cards are available in the Narthex and online at http://www.stnickspgh.org.

From the Church School Desk:

St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Cathedral Church School is preparing for their Holiday Outreach Projects. We are looking for
hats, mittens, scarves, gloves, etc. for Neighborhood Resilience Projects Project Bundle-up. Thanks in advance for your warm
winter accessories and teaching the children the gift of giving.

The Church School children will present their Christmas Pageant under the direction of Joanna Darakos on Sunday,
December 21, 2025. Please refer to the enclosed practice schedule for further details.

| appreciate the support from all of you and thanks for sharing your children with us every Sunday!

Yours in Christ

Miss Michelle



http://www.stnickspgh.org/

REER KIS SAFE

AEREHRIOCESE POLCIES

Are You a Youth Worker?

All Clergy, Altar Helpers, Sunday School or Greek School

Teachers, Folk Dance Instructors,

Oratorical Festival Chairs, GOYA Advisors, Basketball Coaches,
Chaperones, JOY Advisors, etc! Parish Council Members too.

If so, you must register or log-in to your account each year.

youthsafetyplatform.goarch.org

Note: PA Law has additional
requirements. For more info, search
Keep Kids Safe PA on the internet.

Questions? Email: youthsafety@goarch.org [=]2:5) =]

EI

PHILOPTOCHOS NEWS

Philoptochos is trying to put together a list of individuals who are willing and able to help the area
college students (Pitt, CMU, Carlow, Chatham, Duquesne, RMU, CCAC, Penn State (Pittsburgh), Point
Park, and LaRoche) during their stay here in Pittsburgh. A list of drivers, doctors, dentists, pharmacists,
etc. is being compiled so they will have someone to call. Your assistance will be greatly appreciated. The
goal is to have this list complete by the end of the year for distribution in January (next semester’). For
more information, contact Michelle Kotsagrelos at 412-680-1416.

Homewood Cemetery
St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Cathedral Greek Section

There are currently 23 graves available for purchase.
Cost per grave:
$2,800.00 per grave for a member of St. Nicholas.

$3,300.00 per grave for non-member.

Contact the Church Office at 412-682-3866 for
further information.

SIXTY CLUB NEWS

SAVE the DAY: January 25, 2026
EVERYONE IS INVITED
USA Birthday Party--250 years. Look for details.
Anyone willing to join the planning committee for this
event, please contact
Fran (412-731-0790 ) this week.
Please remit $15.00 dues to Argie Stuart for 2025-2026.




6\,\0P WITH Us

ST.JOHN CHRYSOSTOM BOOKSTORE % ‘i&

HOLIDAY HOURS Enjoy a half-pan of delicious
,' - pastitsio. Perfect for family

(- W gatherings, holidays, oras a
$ thoughtful gift for someone in need.
SUNDAYS - FOLLOWING LITURGY »
’ WEDNESDAYS - DEC. 3, 10, AND 17 ! - T 7 e Pans are sold frozen.

10:00AM - 1:00PM

SATURDAYS - DEC. 6 AFTER LITURGY
DEC.13 AND 20 f _T ® £ . Benefits our youth group activities.
10:00AM -12:30PM

Sold on Sundays after Divine

Liturgy while supplies last.
ST. NICHOLAS BOOKS, NATIVITY BOOKS,

ACTIVITIES, ORNAMENTS AND ICONS R Or

ORTHODOX AND GREEK BOOKS, HOME ALTAR * R 3 .
SUPPLIES, GIFT CARDS AND MORE! NG Callthe chvrehioli coat
g X (412) 682-3866 or Argy Darakos

MORE INFO AT at (412) 979-4131 to request one.

BOOKSTORE@STNICKSPGH.ORG

@ JJ . GOYA News

Success Is Just a Click Away with . Our GOYA is once again having their annual Pastitsio sale

o N LI N E and Sarris Chocolate sale for the holidays. Please look for
both flyers in this bulletin. Pastitsio is available to purchase

today.
The online Sarris Chocolate Sale will continue
through December 14.
We greatly appreciate all the support for our fundraisers.
The funds raised help support our
GOYA ministry.

ST. NICHOLAS SWEATSHIRTS

Help us reach our goals!
St. Nicholas GOYA

ORGANIZATION NAME

10-2873
TROUPToE A new order for sweatshirts (White with Blue lettering) will
be placed for our Parishioners, GOYAns, Coaches, and
SELLER ID# (optional) Parents'
Crewnecks $20
HOW IT WORKS . Hoodies $30
@ Visit SarrisCandiesFundraising.com Additional cost $5 for name on back
SR ek g 2X and 3X additional $3
FREE GROUND T I Checks payable to St. Nicholas GOYA
ii.:lpsz(l)?G @ with every purchase made. Deadline for ordering is December 30th.
0,";',°F',at_R;:§ Groun;";,':::;ieng @ tems il shipdirectly toyour For more information text/call Linda 412-523-7938.
lome or can be picked up a

Must spend a minimum of $100 per address to receive free ground . : 7
shipging. No minimum purchase required to receive $7 flatrate ground Sarris Candies in Canonsburg.
shipping per address. Warm weather packaging and rush shipping
charges are additional. Shipping offers subject to change at any time.




St. Nicholas GOYA

AD BOOK

Dear Parishioners

St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Cathedral's youth group (GOYA) is thrilled to be hosting a
Metropolis Basketball Tournament at our church this year. We are hoping that you will
consider placing an advertisement in our tournament book, to help support our youth.
Given the escalating costs of hosting these tournaments, the Tournament Program
Book contributes greatly to the essential revenue needed as part of our overall cost
raising efforts.

The tournament will be held the weekend of February 13-15, 2026 and we are
expecting over 500 people from across PA and OH to attend! The program book serves
as a great way to advertise local businesses and recognize our GOYANS.

Attached you will find our submission form, which has all of the information you need
to place the ad. The deadline for advertisements is February 4th.

If you have any questions or need additional information, please feel free to contact me
at (412)915-7838.

Thank you for your consideration and support!

Sincerely,

Wanca (Cocdtice

Maria Coutris



St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Cathedral
Pittsburgh, PA

GOYA METROPOLIS BASKETEALL TOURNAMENT
FEBRUARY 13-15, 2026

TOURNAMENT PROGRAM BOOK SUBMISSION FORM

Please support our youth by placing an ad in the tournament book. Advertisements may
include business as well as personal wishes to the groups and/or individual players.

Please check your choice below:

Centerfold $250.00

Full Page (5 % X 8 %) $150.00

Half Page (5 ¥z X 4 1/4) $100.00

1/4 Page (2 % X 4 1/4) $60.00

Line sponsor (maximum of 60 characters/line) $30.00

One photo may be included in FULL or HALF page ads
Additional photos are $5.00 each

Submission MUST BE .jpg format

All ads are BLACK & WHITE, no color options

Ads may be submitted in hard copy or through email by FEBRUARY 4th to:

Maria Coutris
mvcoutris@gmail.com

8551 Ivy Hill Drive #9
Poland, OH 44514

Please make checks payable to:

St. Nicholas GOYA (mail to address above)
If you have questions, please call: (412)915-7838

Thank you for your continued support!



i St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Cathedral’s
> Christmas Pageant Rehearsal Schedule %

Sunday, November 23, 2025
\ For 45 minutes immediately following the Divine Liturgy for all children
AN Sunday, December 7, 2025
During Church School for Nursery-6th Graders %’ =
Sunday, December 14, 2025 %‘
For 45 minutes immediately following the Divine Liturgy for all children
& Sa{urday. December 20 2025
. Ao ~2:00P X
. F mal Rehearsal for all chqldren
< >
% Sunday, December 21, 2025
Christmas Pageant in Church
>
,‘C\‘;\,\x .
QUESTIONS?
CONTACT S
DIRECTOR

JOANNA DARAKOS
. k12-867-5376




: + CHRISTMAS DAY: THURSDAY, DECEMBER 25TH

BEANIE

GLOVES

A

Happy Birthday
USA

Celebrate 250 Years with Friends & Family!

ot
A Classic American Luncheon
Sunday, January 25", 2026

Following Divine Liturgy

Sponsored by The 60's Club
&{% ate welconte

SCARF

PROJECT BUNDLE UP

WE ARE LOOKING FOR HATS, GLOVES/MITTENS, SCARVES & SOCKS
FOR NEIGHBORHOOD RESILIENCE PROJECTS PROJECT BUNDLE UP!



DECEMBER 2025

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
11th
Sunday St. Eleftherios Adult Greek Classes Parish Council Greek School
of the Hieromartyr 6:30 p.m. Meeting 10:00 a.m
Luke Orthros 6:30 p.m.
Orthros 8:30 a.m.
8:00 a.m. Liturgy
Divine Liturgy 9:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study
5:30 p.m.
YAL Basketball
7:00 p.m.
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Sunday Royal Hours The NATIVITY CHURCH
before YAL Basketball Adult Greek Classes 3:30 p.m. of OUR LORD OFFICE
Nativity 7:00 p.m. 6:30 p.m. Festal Orthros CLOSED
Orthros Vesperal 8:30 a.m.
8:15 am. Divine Liturgy Divine Liturgy
Divine Liturgy of of
9:30 a.m. St. Basil St. John Chrysostom
the 9:30 a.m.
Christmas Pageant Great
5:00 p.m. CHURCH
OFFICE
CLOSED
28 29 30 31 JANUARY 1, 2026
Sunday
after YAL Basketball Adult Greek Classes NEW YEAR’S DAY,
Nativity 7:00 p.m. 6:30 p.m. CIRCUMCISION
Orthros OF
8:15 a.m. OUR LORD,
Divine thurgy FEAST
9:30 a.m. OF
BASIL THE GREAT
Orthros
9:00 a.m.
Divine Liturgy of
St Basil
10:00 a.m.
CHURCH
OFFICE

CLOSED




