SUNDAY, JANUARY 7, 2024 — Synaxis of the Prophet, Forerunner & Baptist John

Saints of the day: Synaxis of John the Holy Glorious Prophet, Baptist, & Forerunner

Plagal Second Mode - Ninth Eothinon

WELCOME TO ST. NICHOLAS CATHEDRAL!
VISIT www.stnickspgh.org TODAY for news and updates about our parish!

CLERGY: Rev. Fr. Eleftherios Constantine and Rev. Dn. Robert Lykos
Father’s Email: fr.ec@stnickspgh.org
PROTOPSALTRIA: Amy Hogg
CHOIR DIRECTOR: Steve Andrews
ORGANIST: Larsen Vincent

Questions about our Parish? E-mail church@stnickspgh.org or call 412-682-3866

Our Sunday worship schedule: September — May: Orthros 8:45 a.m. & Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

WELCOMIE, VISITORS! You are honored guests here at St. Nicholas Cathedral and welcome at all our services. We invite you to
receive the Holy Eucharist (Communion) if you are an Orthodox Christian who is prepared through fasting, prayer, and
confession. If you are not Orthodox, or are Orthodox but have not prepared, we respectfully invite you instead to come forward
at the end of the service for a blessing by the priest and a piece of blessed bread (antidoron).

QOur Mission & Vision Statements

The MISSION of St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Cathedral is to Proclaim the Gospel of Jesus
Christ in a Spirit of Unity and Love for All through Worship, Service, Education, Fellowship and
Outreach.

Our VISION is to be a Welcoming and Growing Parish, Striving to Live the New Life in Christ
according to the Teachings and Traditions of the Greek Orthodox Faith.

TODAY:

*

Watch Sunday services, which are streaming
live from St Nicholas Cathedral at
www.stnickspgh.org/
and click on “Live Streaming Click Here.”

On-Line Giving donations are up and running on
our web page www.stnickspgh.org by clicking
the please donate button —
or you may access the donation page by visiting
https://abundant.co/stnickspgh/give

* A Memorial Service is being chanted for the souls of the servants of God, Roger Jutras (40 days), Tsambika “Becky”

Vlahoulis (1 year), and Theodore Vlahoulis (7 years). May God grant them eternal rest.
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Cutting of Vasilopita.

Parish Council Affirmation of Office.

GOYA Christmas Party.

GOYA Girls & Boys Basketball practice.

Food Festival prep Spanakopita after church until 4:00 p.m.
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THIS WEEK AT ST. NICHOLAS:

Monday, January 8, 2024: YAL Basketball 7:00 p.m.

Coffee hour is hosted today by the GOYA and sponsored by the Jutras and Vlahoulis families in the Small Hall,

Tuesday, January 9, 2024: GOYA Girls Basketball 6:00 p.m.; Adult Greek Classes 6:30 p.m.

Fri/Sat/Sun January 12/13/14, 2024: GOYA BBall Tourney in Columbus OH

Saturday, January 13, 2024: Greek School 10:00 a.m.; Greek School Vasilopita, Carols and Hymns 12:00 noon




SUNDAY, JANUARY 7, 2024 — Synaxis of the Prophet, Forerunner & Baptist John
Saints of the day: Synaxis of John the Holy Glorious Prophet, Baptist, & Forerunner
Plagal Second Mode - Ninth Eothinon

TODAY'S HYMNS AND READINGS

For the 2" Antiphon, the following festal variation is chanted along with the corresponding verses:
Lwaoov nuag Yie @eov, 0 év Toedavy) Umd Twdvvou pantiolels, YaAdovrtac ooy, AAANAODIa.
Save us, O Son of God, who were baptized in the Jordan by John. We sing to You, Alleluia.

The Festal Hymn for the Feast of Theophany in first mode is chanted twice for the Small Entrance:

Ev Togdavn pantlopévov cov Kogte, 1 tg Toutdog épaveowbn moookivnolc: tod yao
I'evvijtoQoc 1) @wvi) moocepaQTiget got, dyanntdv oe Yiov ovoudlovoa: kai to [Tvevua év eidet
TEQLOTEQA, EPeBariov TOD AdYov O dopaléc. O émpaveic Xowoté 6 Oede, kai TOV kKéTUOV PwTioac
00&x ool

As You were baptized in the Jordan, O Lord, then the worship of the Trinity became manifest, for
the voice of the Father bore witness to You, naming You the Beloved Son; and the Spirit, in the form of a
dove, confirmed the certainty of the word. O Christ God, who appeared and illumined the world, glory
to You.

At the Small Entrance, the following Festal Entrance Hymn is chanted:
EvAoynuévog 6 éoxopevoc év ovopatt Kugiov. ®edg Koplog kal émépavev fuiv. Looov NHAC
Tie Ocov, 6 év Togdavn o Twavvou Pantobeis, PdAAovtas cot, AAANAoVIA.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. God is the Lord, and He revealed Himself to us.
Save us, O Son of God, who were baptized in the Jordan by John. We sing to You, Alleluia.

Following the Small Entrance, the Resurrection Hymn of the week in plagal second mode is chanted.

AyyeAwaiduvapelg Emi to pvijpa oov, kal ol uAdooovteg drevekowdnoav: kal (otato Maota
€V 0 TP, nToboa T0 &xEavTov cov cwpa. BokbAcvoag tov &dnv, uf mewpaobelc O avToDd:
vravnoag ) a0 éve, dwpotuevog v Lwniv. O avaotag &k tav vexpwv, Kooie d0&a ool

When the angelic powers appeared at Your tomb, the soldiers guarding it feared and became as
dead. And standing by the sepulcher was Mary, who was seeking Your immaculate body. Unassailed by
Hades, You divested it of spoils. Then You met the Virgin. You granted life. O Lord, risen from the dead,
glory to You!

After this, the Festal Hymn for the Theophany in first mode is repeated (see above).

Then we chant the Apolytikion hymn for the saint of the day (St John the Baptist), in second mode:

Mvijun Awcatiov pet” éykwpiov, oot d¢ dokéoer 1) patuoia tov Kupiov TTpddgoyte: avedeixOnge
yag oviws xai Ilgogntav oefacuwregos, 6t kal év geiBoos Bamrioon KatnEwong tov
Kkneuttopevov. ‘OBev e ainbelag bmegabAfoas, xaiowv evmyyediow Kal toic év A, Ocdv
PaveowBévta év oagki, OV algovia Ty dpagtiav Tob kOOHOU, Kal Taéxovta ULV T uéya EAgoc.



The memory of the just is observed with hymns of praise; for you suffices the testimony of the
Lord, O Forerunner. You have proved to be truly more ven'rable than the Prophets, since you were
granted to baptize in the river the One whom they proclaimed. Therefore, when for the truth you had
contested, rejoicing, to those in Hades you preached the Gospel, that God was manifested in the flesh, and
takes away the sin of the world, and grants to us the great mercy.

Then, the clergy chant the hymn for the memorial service in plagal fourth mode.
Mvnobnt Kbote, g dyabog twv dovAwv cou, kal 6oa év Biw fjuagtov ouyxwonoov: ovdeic
YOQ GvapaQmTog, £l pur) I 0 dUuVANEVOS, KAl TOIS HETAOTATL DODVAL THV AVATAVTLY.
Remember, O Lord, as You are good, Your servants, and forgive every sin they have committed in
this life. For no one is sinless except You, Who have power to grant rest to those who have fallen asleep.

We then chant the Apolytikion hymn for our patron, St. Nicholas, in fourth mode:
Kavova miotewg kal eikdva moadtntog, éyrkoatelag diddoralov, dvédealié oe ) TOLVY) oov, 1
TV TRAY ATV aAn B el dii TobTo éxTiow T1) Tamevoet T VPNAQ, ) mrwyeia té TAovow, TThtep
teodoxa NikoAae: moéofeve Xoiotd 1@ O, owbivarL tag Yuxag Nuav.
The truth of things have revealed you to your flock as a rule of faith, an icon of meekness, and a
teacher of temperance; for this cause you have achieved the heights by humility, riches by poverty. O
Father and Hierarch Nicholas, intercede with Christ God that our souls be saved.

Finally, we chant the Festal Kontakion for Christ’s Nativity, in third mode:
Enepdvng onpegov ) olicovpév), kal 10 @ag cov Kbgte, éonuewddn ép’ uag, év ényviooet
vuvovvtac oe. 'HAOeg épavne 10 Pag 10 dmpdaitov.
You appeared today to us * on earth, O Master, * and Your light was signed on us * who cry aloud
to You and say * with understanding, O Christ our God: You came and shone forth, O Light
unapproachable.

Instead of the Trisagion Hymn (Holy God...), the following is chanted:
Oool eig Xguotov épamnticOnte, Xootov évedvoaoBe. AAANovia.
As many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. Alleluia.

Today’s Epistle Reading (For the Forerunner):
The reading is from the Acts of the Apostles (19:1-8)

Ev aic fjpéoaig éketvaig, éyéveto &v @ tov AmoAAw eivar év KopivOw ITadAov dieABdvta téx
avewreguea ueen éABety elg "Epecov: kal ebpwv padntag tvag elne mpog avtote: i Tvetua “Ayov
EAGPeTE TIOTEVOAVTEG; OLDE ElMOV TIQOS AVTOV: AAA” 0UdE el TTvebua "Ayi6v oty kovoapev. Elré te
TROG ALTOVS' €ig Ti 00V EBamtioOnTe; ol 0 elmov- gig 0 Twavvov Bantiopa. Eime d¢ IadAoc: Twdvvne
uev épamntioe Pantiopa petavoias, @ Aag Aéywv eig tov éoxduevov pet altov va miotebowat,
TODT 0Ty £ig TOV Inoovv Xoiotov. Akovoavteg d¢ éBanticBnoav eic 1 dvopa tod Kugiov Tnoob.
Kati ¢mBévtoc avtoic tov IavAov tag xepag NABe 10 Ilvedua 10 "Aylov ¢ avtols, éAdAouv Te
YAwoooug kat moepnrevov. Hoav d¢ ol mavtes dvdoeg woel dekadvo. EioeABwv dt cig v
ouVAYWYNV ENAQENOLALETO Emti pMvac Teels dladeyopevog, kai melbwv i mepl g Pacreing Tod
Oeov.




In those days, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul passed through the upper country and came to
Ephesus. There he found some disciples. And he said to them, "Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you
believed?” And they said, "No, we have never even heard that there is a Holy Spirit." And he said, "Into
what then were you baptized?” They said, "Into John's baptism." And Paul said, "John baptized with the
baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, Jesus."
On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. And when Paul had laid his hands
upon them, the Holy Spirit came on them; and they spoke with tongues and prophesied. There were about
twelve of them in all. And he entered the synagogue and for three months spoke boldly, arguing and
pleading about the kingdom of God. [RSV]

Today’s Gospel Reading (For the Forerunner):
The reading is from the Holy Gospel according to John (1:29-34

T koo éxceivw, BAéme 6 Twavvng tov Tnooby éoxopevov meog adtov kal Aéyer Tde 6 duvoc
00 @200 6 aigwV TV &uaQTiay ToL KOTHOV. 00TAS 0Tt Ttepl 0D Eyw elmov: Omiow pov éoxetar avig
0¢ EumQoabév pov yéyovev, OTL TEWTOS HOU Tv. Kayw oK Tdewv avtdv, &AA” tva pavegwdi @
ToganA, dux tovto NABov éyw ev t@ BdatL BamtiCwv. kai épagrionoey Twdvvng Aéywv tt teBéapa
70 [lvevpa kataPaivov wg meQlotepav €€ oboavou, Kal Euewvev Em’ aUTOV. KAY® oLk T)derv avtdv,
aAA’ & meppag pe famtiCerv &v Bdaty, Eicelvog pot eimev: &’ 6v av 1dng o Ivedua kataBaivov kal
Hévov €T avTOV, 00TOS oty O Partilwv év TTvedpatt Ayiw. kdydw édoaxa kad pepagrionka étt
oUTOC 0TV O VIOC TOL Ocon.

At that time, John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, "Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes
away the sin of the world! This is he of whom I said, 'After me comes a man who ranks before me, for he
was before me." I myself did not know him; but for this I came baptizing with water, that he might be
revealed to Israel.” And John bore witness, "I saw the Spirit descend as a dove from heaven, and it
remained on him. I myself did not know him; but he who sent me to baptize with water said to me, "He
on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.' And I have
seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of God." [RSV]

Instead of "It is truly right...” the ninth ode of the feast is chanted:

MeyaAvvov poxi pov, Ty Avtpwoauévny, Nuac éx e xatdapag. "Q t@v OmtEp VoV, 0D TOKOU
oov Oavpdtwv! * Nouen mavayve, Mitep evAoynuévn, * Ar fig tuxévres mavteAots owmoiag, *
Enaliov kgotovpev wg eveQyeT), * Awpov pégovtes DUVoV eDXaQLoTiog.

O my soul, magnify the ever-virgin Maid who from the curse has redeemed us. Oall spotless Bride,
surpassing comprehension * are the wonders of your childbirth, blessed Mother! * Through you obtaining
comprehensive salvation, * we bring you a gift in striking up this worthy * hymn of gratitude to you our
Benefactress.

The Festal Communion hymn is chanted today, instead of the usual “praise the Lord...”:
Eig pvnuoovvov aicwviov Eotat dikawog. AAANAovia.
The righteous will be remembered for ever. Alleluia.

Instead of “We have seen the true light...” the Festal Hymn for Theophany is chanted.
‘Ev Topddvn pantilopévov cov Kooie ...
As You were baptized in the Jordan, O Lord ...



THEOPHANY HOUSE BLESSING SCHEDULING FORM

“WHAT IS THEOPHANY?” Each year on January 6 we celebrate the great feast of the Theophany of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, where God is revealed to the world as Trinity. At the Theophany, Christ
is baptized in the River Jordan by St. John the Baptist, and we are presented with a great mystery: “He who
is the Master of all is baptized by a servant, and He gives mankind cleansing through water.”

BLESSING OF HOMES: After the Blessing of the Water Service on January 6, Fr. Eleftherios will begin
blessing the homes of our parish with holy water.

WHAT IS A HOUSE BLESSING? In celebration of Theophany — and throughout the month of January
— Orthodox Christians invite Christ not only into their hearts, but also their homes. We call upon Him to
bring the blessings and spiritual cleansing of the Jordan into our daily lives. The priest blesses our homes
with Holy Water from the Theophany service. offering prayers for health, family, and God’s abundant
blessings in the coming year.

WHAT DO INEED TO DO?

* Please prepare a list of your family members’ names and an icon for the blessing.
* The service will begin in the dining room or an area where your icons are displayed.
You will be asked to guide the priest throughout your home for the Holy Water blessing.

* Kindly ensure a quiet environment by turning off televisions and silencing cell phones.

WHAT ABOUT BUSINESSES? Blessings are also available for offices or businesses.

IN ORDER TO HAVE YOUR HOUSE OR BUSINESS BLESSED, please fill out this form and
return it to the church office. Fr. Eleftherios will communicate with vou to schedule a date and time
for your house blessing.

Name:

Telephone: E-mail

Address:

PREFERRED TIME OF VISIT: Morning Afternoon Evening

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION/SPECIAL REQUESTS:

PRIVACY NOTICE: Your information will be kept confidential and used only for scheduling purposes.



2024 Stewardship Pledge Cards are in the Narthex

(Just ask a member of Parish Council)

Y Jell dfone

good & faithful

servant

STEWARDSIIE
i MINISTRY

Visit our website to fill out a Stewardship Card for 2024 or to make a donation
https://www.stnickspgh.or

e 2 = 202 STEWARDSHIP
E = Total Stewards 85 (GOAL 300)
= = Total Pledged $ 77,732.00
= £ GOAL ($235,000.00)
é g— ’ Avg. Pledge $971.65
Goal = :_Progress
YOUTH SAFETY WORKERS

Who is considered a Youth Safety Worker?

All Clergymen (Bishops/Priests/Deacons, both Active & Retired)

Pastoral Assistants & Youth Directors

People assisting, in any ministry, where the participants are under 18 years of age or in high school, whichever
is later.

Including Parish Youth Safety Administrators, Church School Teachers, Dance Directors, Greek School
Teachers, Youth Advisors (including Chaperones & Drivers) and Parish Council.
Even... Parents who occasionally help-out but are alone with other people’s children.

Each Youth Safety Worker is required to register yearly with the church.

Registration is available through the church office. In addition, all Youth Safety Workers are required to take two
courses (on-line training platform) annually and to complete a background check every other year.

Here is the website: Please register at https:/nesrisk.org/goarch/. The first course, Youth Safety, has two parts. The
second course, Youth Worker Regulations, has one part. Prompt completion is necessary as one cannot participate in
any youth programs without being registered, having a background check, having PA state clearances, and
completing the two courses.

Those interested in becoming a Youth Safety Worker and have not started the process or need to determine what
documentation you need to complete, please contact Taki Darakos, edarakos@aol.com, 412-944-4961.




From the Church School Desk!

The St. Nicholas Church School teachers and students want to wish our GOYAns (and Church School students) Good
Luck at the GOYA Basketball Tournament at Annunciation Cathedral (Coumbus, OH) next weekend!

Church School students in grades 7"~12"" can learn more about their faith and participate in the St. Nicholas
Oratorical Festival that will be held in March 2024. For more information, please contact our Oratorical Festival Chair
Eve Elsen at 412-580-9415 or eve.m.elsen@gmail.com.

Yours in Christ
Missy Michelle

GOYA NEWS

GOYA is selling sweatshirts. If you are interested in purchasing the apparel for
GOYA'’s fundraiser, please use the link below.

https://docs.coogle.com/forms/d/e/ 1FAIpQLSEe6qCSES2VplBaWNzwuvSiul TIA Ftz80F3yFbDALOzuWQ/viewform?usp=sf link

SAINT NICHOLAS GOLF OUTING COMMITTEE

We are looking for committee members for the golf outing fundraiser.
The committee needs people to help with sponsors, auction items, and golfers.
If you are interested in helping, please call the church office.

Thank you.



Food Festival Preparations

We will be busy this afternoon, all day tomorrow till 8:00pm, Tuesday and Wednesday preparing our most popular
side. 420 pans of Spanakopita need to be assembled, scored, wrapped and frozen. Many thanks to Alice Gary and
John Edgos for chairing this huge project. Let’s help get the job done!

January

Sunday, January 7 after Church till 4:00 pm
Monday, Jan. 8, 9:00 am continuously till
Spanakopita 8:00pm, Evening Cooking,
Tuesday & Wednesday, Jan. 9 and 10,
9:00 am—4:00pm
? Possibly Thursday, Jan. 11, 9:00 am
Friday and Saturday, January 19, 20,

Souzoukakia 9:00 to 4:00
Sunday, Jan. 21, After Church till 4:00
Koulourakia Saturday, January 27, 9:00 to 4:00
February
Pasta Flora Saturday, February 3, 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
Saturday, February 10, 9:00 am — 4:00pm
Baklava Sunday, Feb. 11, after Church till 4:00pm

Monday, February 12, 9:00am — 4:00pm

Friday and Saturday, February 23 and 24,
Pastitsio 9:00am — 4:00pm

Sunday, Feb. 25, After Church till 4:00pm

March
Karidopita Tuesday, March 5, 9:00 am to 4:00pm
Finikia Saturday,March 16, 9:00 am to 4:00pm
Friday and Saturday, , March 22 & 23,
Galatoboureko 9:00 am to 4:00pm
Sunday, March 24, after Church to 4:00pm

April
Kourambiethes Saturday, April 6, 9:00 am to 4:00pm
Tiropita Saturday, April 13, 9:00am to 4:00pm

Sunday, April 14, after Church to 4:00pm
Diples April 22 or 23, TBD




JANUARY 2024

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
Synaxis of John the
Holy Glorious : GOYA BBall T in Col OH
Prophet, Baptist, & YAL Basketball Adult Greek Classes Gr;::?zl-nlﬂf Sl
Forerunner 7:00 p.m. 6:30 p.m.
Orthros
§:45 a.m. GOYA Girls
Divine Liturgy Basketball Greek School
10:00 a.m. 6:00 p.m. 10:00 a.m.
. F—_— Greek School
Cutting of Vasilopita Vasilopita, Carols
Parish Council and Hymns
Affirmation of Office 12:00 noon
GOYA Girls BB
GOYA Xmas Party
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Leavetaking of the Parish Council St. Anthony the Great Sts. Athanasios and Greek School
Theophany Meeting Orthros 6:00 p.m. Cyril, Patriarchs of 10:00 a.m.
Orthros 6:30 p.m. Divine Liturgy Alexandria
8:45am. 7:00 p.m. Orthros Metropolis
Divine Liturgy YAL Basketball 8:00 a.m. Parish
10:00 a.m. 7:00 p.m. Adult Greek Classes Divine Liturgy Leadership
6:30 p.m. 10;00 a,m. Conference
GOYA Girls
Basketball
6:00 p.m.
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
12th Sunday of Luke YAL Basketball Adult Greek Classes Gregory the GOYA BBall Tourney in Akron, OH
Orthros 8:45 a.m. 7:00 p.m. 6:30 p.m, Theologian, Jan 26-28
Divine Liturgy Archbishop of
10:00 a.m. GOYA Girls Constantinople
Philoptochos Bz.tsketball Orthros Greek School
Membership Drive 6:00 pm. 9:00am. 10:00 a.m.
. Divine Liturgy
Oratorical Education 10-:00 a.m.
Sunday
GOYA Girls BB
28 29 30 31
15th Sunday of Luke YAL Basketball Synaxis of
Orthros 7:00 p.m. The Three Hierarchs
§:45am. Orthros
Divine Liturgy 9:00 am.
10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy
10:00 a.m.
Three Hierarchs
Celebration - Adult Greek Classes
Artoklasia and 6:30 p.m.
Memorial for
Greek School GOYA Girls
Basketball

6:00 p.m.




