SUNDAY, JANUARY 14, 2024 — Leavetaking of Theophany
Saints of the day: The Holy Fathers slain at Sinai and Raitho
Grave Mode - Tenth Eothinon

WELCOME TO ST. NICHOLAS CATHEDRAL!
VISIT www.stnickspgh.org TODAY for news and updates about our parish!
CLERGY: Rev. Fr. Eleftherios Constantine and Rev. Dn. Robert Lykos
Father’s Email: fr.ec@stnickspgh.org
PROTOPSALTRIA: Amy Hogg
CHOIR DIRECTOR: Steve Andrews
ORGANIST: Larsen Vincent

Questions about our Parish? E-mail church@stnickspgh.org or call 412-682-3866
Our Sunday worship schedule: September - May: Orthros 8:45 a.m. & Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

WELCOME, VISITORS! You are honored guests here at St. Nicholas Cathedral and welcome at all our services. We invite you to
receive the Holy Eucharist (Communion) if you are an Orthodox Christian who is prepared through fasting, prayer, and
confession. If you are not Orthodox, or are Orthodox but have not prepared, we respectfully invite you instead to come forward
at the end of the service for a blessing by the priest and a piece of blessed bread (antidoron).

Watch Sunday services, which are streaming
live from St Nicholas Cathedral at
www.stnickspgh.org/
and click on “Live Streaming Click Here.”

Our Mission & Vision Statements

The MISSION of St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Cathedral is to Proclaim the Gospel of Jesus
Christ in a Spirit of Unity and Love for All through Worship, Service, Education, Fellowship and

O On-Line Giving donations are up and running on

our web page www.stnickspgh.org by clicking
the please donate button —

or you may access the donation page by visiting

https:/abundant.co/stnickspgh/give

Our VISION is to be a Welcoming and Growing Parish, Striving to Live the New Life in Christ
according to the Teachings and Traditions of the Greek Orthodox Faith,

OUR DEEPEST CONDOLENCES TO the Family of James T. Kukunas who passed away on
Monday January 8, 2024. His funeral was on Friday January 12", May God grant him eternal rest.

TODAY:

%+ Coffee hour is hosted today by the Parish Council in the Small HallL

THIS WEEK AT ST. NICHOLAS:

« Monday, January 15, 2024: Parish Council Meeting 6:30 p.m.; YAL Basketball 7:00 p.m.
e  Tuesday, January 16, 2024: St. Anthony the Great (in anticipation); Orthros 6:00 p.m.; Divine Liturgy 7:00 p.m.
GOYA Girls Basketball 6:00 p.m.; Adult Greek Classes 6:30 p.m.
e  Wednesday, January 17, 2024: Young Adult Volleyball Night 7:00 p.m.
e  Thursday, January 18, 2024: Sts. Athanasios and Cyril, Patriarchs of Alexandria
Orthros 9:00 a.m.; Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.
»  Saturday, January 20, 2024: Greek School 10:00 a.m.; Metropolis Parish Leadership Conference.

The 2024 Parish Leadership Conference will take place Saturday, January 20, 2024, at
Dormition of the Theotokos GOC of Oakmont, PA from 10am-3pm.
¢  Sunday, January 21, 2024: Memorial Service for George Mandros (3 years).
Oratorical Education Sunday
Philoptochos Mimosas and Membership



SUNDAY, JANUARY 14, 2024 — Leavetaking of Theophany
Saints of the day: The Holy Fathers slain at Sinai and Raitho
Grave Mode - Tenth Eothinon

TODAY'S HYMNS AND READINGS

For the 2" Antiphon, the following festal variation is chanted along with the corresponding verses:
Zwoov fpag Yig @¢ov, 0 év Togdavn Umo Twdvvou Bantiodels, PaArovids oo, AAANAovIA.
Save us, O Son of God, who were baptized in the Jordan by John. We sing to You, Alleluia.

The Festal Hymn for the Feast of Theophany in first mode is chanted twice for the Small Entrance:

Ev Topdavn pamtiCopévov gov Kigie, 1) g Towddog épaveowbn mookivnolc: o yao
Tevvntogog 1 pawvi) meooeuaQtiget ooy, ayammtov oe Yiov ovoudlovoa: kal to TMvedua év eldet
TEQLOTEQAS, EfEPaiov ToU Adyou T dopalés. O émpaveic Xowte 6 Oede, kal Tov k6oUoV PuTioag
DOEax oo

As You were baptized in the Jordan, O Lord, then the worship of the Trinity became manifest, for
the voice of the Father bore witness to You, naming You the Beloved Son; and the Spirit, in the form of a
dove, confirmed the certainty of the word. O Christ God, who appeared and illumined the world, glory
to You.

At the Small Entrance, the following Festal Entrance Hymn is chanted:
EvAoynuévog 6 éoxopevos v ovouatt Kugiov. Beog Kbglog kai émépavey fuiv. Zooov fuig
Yie ®eov, 0 dvaoTag €k vekpwv, PaAlovtag oo, AAAnAovia.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. God is the Lord, and He revealed Himself to us.
Save us, O Son of God, risen from the dead. We sing to You, Alleluia.

Following the Small Entrance, the Resurrection Hymn of the week in grave mode is chanted.
KatéAvoag 1o Lraveg oov tov Bavatov: vépéag 1 Aot tov Iagadeoov: tev Mugopdowy
Tov Bonvov petéPadeg, kal Toig goic ATIOOTOAOLS KNEUTTEW émtétatac, Ot avéomg Xowote 0 Ocdc,
TAEXWV T KOOUW TO néya EAeog.
You destroyed death by Your Cross, You opened Paradise to the Robber. You turned the Myrrh-
bearing Women's lament into joy, and You commanded Your Apostles to preach that You rose, O Christ
God, granting the world the great mercy.

After this, the Festal Hymn for the Theophany in first mode is repeated (see above).

We then chant the Apolytikion hymn for our patron, St. Nicholas, in fourth mode:
Kavova miotews kal elicdva mpadtnTtog, Eykoateing diddokalov, avédeléé oe M) moipvr) oo, 1
TV MRAYUATWV aAn el di ToUTo ExTrow T) TamevaoeL T VPNAd, ) mrwxela & tAovow, Tateo
tegdoxa NikoAae mpéoBeve Xoote 1@ Oe, owdivat tag Puxdg uav.



The truth of things have revealed you to your flock as a rule of faith, an icon of meekness, and a
teacher of temperance; for this cause you have achieved the heights by humility, riches by poverty. O
Father and Hierarch Nicholas, intercede with Christ God that our souls be saved.

Finally, we chant the Festal Kontakion for Christ’s Nativity, in third mode:
Emepavng anpegov i) olkovpév), kai to @ag oov Kogle, tomuewddn &’ Nuag, év énryvdooel
vuvoovrag oe. 'HAOeg épdvng 10 Pag o anpdartov.
You appeared today to us * on earth, O Master, * and Your light was signed on us * who cry aloud
to You and say * with understanding, O Christ our God: You came and shone forth, O Light
unapproachable.

Today’s Epistle Reading (Sunday After Theophany):
The reading is from Paul's Letter to the Ephesians (4:7-13)

AdeAgol, évi ExdoT U@V 060N 1) XAQIS KT TO uéTEov TG dweeas ToD XoloTob. Ald Aéyel,
Avapag eic Mpog NypaA@TeEvaeY alyuadwoiay, kal £dwkev dopata toig avOpwnowg. To dé, AvERN, Tl
eotwy el W) OTL Kal KaTéPn mpwTtov elg T katwtega péon g yig O katafdg, avtdc toty kal 6
avaag UmEQAvew MAVTWVY T@V ovoavay, tva mAngwon T mdvia. Kal avtog Edwiev tolg pév
ATOTTOAOVG, TOUS D& TOPHTAG, TOUG dE evayYEALTTAS, TOUG OE TIOWEVAS Kl ddaokaAovg, TEOS TOV
KOTAQTUOHOV TV dyiwv, &g £Qyov dakoviag, €i¢ 0lkodopT|V 100 cdHatos oD Xoiotod: méxoL
KATAVINOWUEY Ol MAVTEG €lc TV EvOTnTa TS ToTEWS Kal NG ETYVOEWS TOU LIOL ToL BeoD, eic
avoox TéAelov, elg uéToov AKIAS TOD TANQWHATOS TOL XOLoTOoD.

Brethren, grace was given to each of us according to the measure of Christ's gift. Therefore it is
said, "When he ascended on high he led a host of captives, and he gave gifts to men." (in saying, "He
ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also descended into the lower parts of the earth? He who
descended is he who also ascended far above all the heavens, that he might fill all things.) And his gifts
were that some should be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip
the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of
the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the
fullness of Christ. [RSV]

Today’s Gospel Reading (Sunday After Theophany):
The reading is from the Holy Gospel according to John (1:29-34

T ka1 éxelve, dcovoag d¢ 6 Tnoots bt Twavvng maedoB), dvexwonoey eig v Faditaiay,
kai katadmwv ™y Nalagét EABwv katornoev eic Kameovaodp v nagabalaocoiav év doloic
ZapovAwv kai NepBadeiy, tva tAnowd1) to gndev dux Hoatov tob mogritov Aéyoviog: TR ZaBovAdv
kot yn NepbOadeiy, 600v Oaddoong, méoav tob Topddvou, TaAlain t@v ¢é0vav, 6 Aade 6 KaOnpevog
£V oKOTEL £10E PaOG péya, Kal Tolg kaBnpévolg év xwoa kal okid Bavatovemc dvéteidev adtoic. Amod
Tote ofato 6 Inoovg knEvooEw Kai Aéyetv: Metavoeite: 1yyike YaQ 1) BacAela tv ovgavav.

At that time, Jesus heard that John had been arrested, He withdrew into Galilee; and leaving
Nazareth He went and dwelt in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, that
what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: "The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali,
toward the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles, the people who sat in darkness have seen a great
light, and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death light has dawned." From that time Jesus
began to preach, saying, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." [RSV]




Instead of “It is truly right...” the ninth ode of the feast is chanted:

MeydaAvvov Yvxn pov, v Avtpwoauévny, Nuac ék e katdpag. "Q twv OTEQ VoLV, TOD TOKOU
oov Bavpdarwov! * Nopen navayve, Mnteg evAoynuévn, * Al fig tuxdvreg mavredots cwmoliag, *
End&iov kpototpev wg evegyét, ¥ Awpov pépovteg Uuvov ebxagloTiac.

O my soul, magnify the ever-virgin Maid who from the curse has redeemed us. O all spotless Bride,
surpassing comprehension * are the wonders of your childbirth, blessed Mother! * Through you obtaining
comprehensive salvation, * we bring you a gift in striking up this worthy * hymn of gratitude to you our
Benefactress.

The Festal Communion hymn is chanted today, instead of the usual “Praise the Lord...”":
Emteqpavn 1) xais tov Ocov, 1) cwtnjolog macwv avipdmnoic. AAAnAovia.
The grace of God has appeared for the salvation of all men. Alleluia.

Instead of “We have seen the true light...” the Festal Hymn for Theophany is chanted.
‘Ev Topdavn) BamttiCopuévov oov Kogte ...
As You were baptized in the Jordan, O Lord ...




2024 St. John Chrysostom Oratorical Archdiocese Festival

Introduced in 1983, the St. John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival provides Greek Orthodox
teenagers the opportunity to earn scholarships by writing and giving presentations about the
Orthodox faith. The Oratorical festival scholarships are funded by donations.

Please help us to continue to award scholarships to our Metropolis Finalists.
Donations to the Metropolis Scholarship Fund may be sent to:

Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Pittsburgh
5201 Ellsworth Ave. Pittsburgh, PA 15232
Attn: Alyssa Kyritsis

Please write Oratorical Scholarship in the memo portion of your check

The Oratorical Festival Program begins at the parish level and is divided into three divisions:
e Elementary Division (local festival only) for students in grades 4-6

« Junior Division for students in grades 7-9
« Senior Division for student in grades 10-12

2024 METROPOLIS OF PITTSBURGH FESTIVAL DATES

Saturday, April 20, 2024, at St. John the Forerunner in Youngstown, OH.

We will not be hosting District Festivals in 2024. Those who place at the Parish Level Festivals will
immediately go to the Metropolis Level.

REGISTRATION & FORMS: please click the link below to access the topics and other materials
including guidelines for our Essay, Poetry and Iconography divisions.

Oratorical Festival - Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Pittsburgh - Greek Orthodox Metropolis of
Pittsburgh (goarch.org)

NATIONAL ORATORICAL FESTIVAL:

June 7-9, 2024 at Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church in Buffalo, NY.



THEOPHANY HOUSE BLESSING SCHEDULING FORM

“WHAT IS THEOPHANY?” Each year on January 6 we celebrate the great feast of the Theophany of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, where God is revealed to the world as Trinity. At the Theophany, Christ
is baptized in the River Jordan by St. John the Baptist, and we are presented with a great mystery: “He who
is the Master of all is baptized by a servant. and He gives mankind cleansing through water.”

BLESSING OF HOMES: After the Blessing of the Water Service on January 6. Fr. Eleftherios will begin
blessing the homes of our parish with holy water.

WHAT IS A HOUSE BLESSING? In celebration of Theophany — and throughout the month of I anuary
— Orthodox Christians invite Christ not only into their hearts, but also their homes. We call upon Him to
bring the blessings and spiritual cleansing of the Jordan into our daily lives. The priest blesses our homes
with Holy Water from the Theophany service, offering prayers for health, family. and God’s abundant
blessings in the coming year.

WHAT DOINEED TO DO?

* Please prepare a list of your family members’ names and an icon for the blessing.
* The service will begin in the dining room or an area where your icons are displayed.
You will be asked to guide the priest throughout your home for the Holy Water blessing.

* Kindly ensure a quiet environment by turning off televisions and silencing cell phones.

WHAT ABOUT BUSINESSES? Blessings are also available for offices or businesses.

IN ORDER TO HAVE YOUR HOUSE OR BUSINESS BLESSED. please fill out this form and

return it to the church office. Fr. Eleftherios will communicate with vou to schedule a date and time

for vour house blessing,

Name:

Telephone: E-mail

Address:

PREFERRED TIME OF VISIT: Morning Afternoon Evening

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION/SPECIAL REQUESTS:

PRIVACY NOTICE: Your information will be kept confidential and used only for scheduling purposes.



2024 Stewardship Pledge Cards are in the Narthex

(Just ask a member of Parish Council)

C Ul dfone

good & faithful

servant

STEWARDSHI
MINISTRY

Visit our website to fill out a Stewardship Card for 2024 or to make a donation
https://www.stnickspgh.or

e = = 202 STEWARDSHIP
= = Total Stewards | 109 (GOAL 300)
g =, Total Pledged $ 83,282.00
= = GOAL ($235,000.00)
—g % = Avg. Pledge $915.19
Geal = E*Progress
YOUTH SAFETY WORKERS

Who is considered a Youth Safety Worker?

All Clergymen (Bishops/Priests/Deacons, both Active & Retired)

Pastoral Assistants & Youth Directors

People assisting, in any ministry, where the participants are under 18 years of age or in high school, whichever
is later.

Including Parish Youth Safety Administrators, Church School Teachers, Dance Directors, Greek School
Teachers, Youth Advisors (including Chaperones & Drivers) and Parish Council.
Even... Parents who occasionally help-out but are alone with other people’s children.

Each Youth Safety Worker is required to register yearly with the church.

Registration is available through the church office. In addition, all Youth Safety Workers are required to take two
courses (on-line training platform) annually and to complete a background check every other year.

Here is the website: Please register at https://nesrisk.org/goarch/. The first course, Youth Safety, has two parts. The
second course, Youth Worker Regulations, has one part. Prompt completion is necessary as one cannot participate in
any youth programs without being registered, having a background check, having PA state clearances, and
completing the two courses.

Those interested in becoming a Youth Safety Worker and have not started the process or need to determine what
documentation you need to complete, please contact Taki Darakos, edarakos@aol.com, 412-944-4961.




From the Church School Desk!

The St. Nicholas Church School teachers and students want to wish our GOYAns (and Church School students) Good
Luck at the GOYA Basketball Tournament at Annunciation Cathedral (Coumbus, OH) this weekend!

Church School students in grades 7"-12 can learn more about their faith and participate in the St. Nicholas
Oratorical Festival that will be held in March 2024. For more information, please contact our Oratorical Festival Chair
Eve Elsen at 412-580-9415 or eve.m.elsen@gmail.com.

Yours in Christ

Missy Michelle

GOYA NEWS
GOYA is selling sweatshirts. If you are interested in purchasing the apparel for GOYA’s
fundraiser, please use the link below.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/ I FAIpQLSEe6qCSE82VpIBgWNzwuvSjul TIAFtz80F3vFbDALOzu WQ/viewform?usp=sf link

SAINT NICHOLAS GOLF OUTING COMMITTEE

We are looking for committee members for the golf outing fundraiser.
The committee needs people to help with sponsors, auction items, and golfers.
If you are interested in helping, please call the church office.

Thank you.

Food Festival Preparations

We sincerely thank those of you who came to prepare Spanakopita this past week. We couldn’t have done it without you. We
made over 400 pans. Every person helping in our kitchen boosted our productivity and morale.

We are preparing Souzoukakia, another festival favorite, next weekend. No experience needed. A couple hours here and there
help get the job done. 8000+ Souzoukakia is no small task. Thank you, George Bellios, for chairing.

e Friday, January 19, 9:30 — 4:00
e  Saturday, January 20, 9:00 — 4:00
e Sunday, January 21, after Church till 4:00

We will finish off the month with Koulourakia, Saturday, January 27, 9:00 — 4:00.
St. Nicholas thanks you!



ST. NICK'S

YOUNG ADULT
VOLLEYBALL

Wednesday, Jan. 17
1-9 p.m.

JOIN US FOR FELLOWSHIP AND FuUN

Y19 S. Dithridge St., PGH

For more info, email nickhages@yohoo.com 1




PHILOPTOCHOS

OPERATION CLASSROOM

Our parish's Philoptochos is getting started with Operation Classroom this year! Operation Classroom's
mussion, according to National Philoptochos, is "to assist and offer support to teachers and students in
underserved or underfunded schools and provide resources that would not have been available through the
local school district.”

We are sponsoring donations of school supplies and personal hygiene products to Cornell School District
and Banksville Elementary, both associated with Philoptochos members at our church.

Do you want to help? Keep a lookout in the bulletin and m your email for a link to an Amazon wishlist where
you may purchase whichever items you wish. The list will go live on Jan. 26. You also have the option to
donate a little extra to your Philoptochos membership this month on Jan. 21, or make a donation just for

Operation Classroom!

Please write your checks to St. Nick's Philoptochos, and put Operation Classroom in the memo. St. Nicholas
Philoptochos thanks you for your generosity!

IFor more information on Operation Classroom, visit www.philoptochos.org/operation-classroom/

~ o~

The Philoptochos Board Invites You To

Mimosas & Membership

Sunday, January 21*
During Coffee Hour

Join us to celebrate our wonderful

1‘7 organization and our amazing women as we
kick off our 2024 membership drive.

Bring your membership donation and
| Join us for a mimosa!




GREEK SCHOOL

Trisagion on Sunday, January 28, 2024

Greek School is holding a Trisagion in memory of His Eminence Metropolitan Maximos (2020), Rev.
Fr. Sarantos Serviou (2023), Very Rev. Polycarp Romeas (2023), Fr. Michael Sfanos (2004),
Archdeacon Euripides Christulides (2023), Archon Peter Clyde Papadakos (2022), Paraskevi
Mavrogeorgis (1997), Vasilis Krinis (1997), Rudolph Athanasios Agraphiotis (1952), Vasiliki Bellios
(2015), Harry Constandy (1961), Helen Hampers (2014), George Hazinas (2013), Ismene
Kephaloyiannis (2013), John Sevilles (2002), George Thomas (1998), Angelo Tsourekis (2001).

St. Nicholas Greek School’s Celebration of the Three Hierarchs and Greek Letters on Sunday,
January 28, 2024

There will be a Trisagion for those who had been instrumental with St. Nicholas Greek School’s
establishment, continuance, teaching, or scholarships. We will also hold an Artoklasia for the
health of our students, their families, faculty, and our community. Recognition will be given to
those who succeeded in proficiency testing, followed by a small presentation with chanting of the
hymn “Phos llaron” chanted by all the children and alumni, dedicated in memory to Archon Peter
Clyde Papadakos. This ancient hymn which was even stated by St. Basil the Great as an established
hymn is chanted during Vesper Services. After Services, the Annual Greek School Bake Sale will
take place during Coffee Hour with an exhibit of projects done by the children to commemorate
The Three Hierarchs and Greek Letters.

Keep open March 31, 2024, to join us in the celebration of the Feast Day of Evangelismos and
Greek Independence. On that day a Doxology, a luncheon, followed with an annual program
presented by the students and GOYA dancers will take place.



JANUARY 2024

Sunday

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Leavetaking Parish Council St. Anthony Sts. Athanasios Greek School
of the Meeting the Great YAL Volleyball and Cyril, 10:00 a.m.
Theophany 6:30 p.m. Orthros 7:00 p.m. Patriarchs
Orthros 6:00 p.m. of Metropolis
8:45 am. YAL Basketball Divine Liturgy Alexandria Parish Leadership
Divine Liturgy 7:00 p.m. 7:00 p.m. Orthros Conference
10:00 a.m, 9:00 am.
Adult Greek Classes Divine Liturgy
6:30 p.m. 10:00 a.m.
GOYA
Girls Basketball
6:00 p.m.
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
12th Sunday of Luke YAL Basketball Adult Greek Classes Gregory the GOYA BBall Tourney in Akron, OH
Orthros 7:00 p.m. 6:30 p.m. Theologian, Jan 26-28
8:45 a.m. Archbishop of
Divine Liturgy GOYA Constantinople
10:00 a,m. Girls Basketball Orthros Greek School
Philoptochos 6:00 p.m. Dv9_:0(3| lzj._il. 10:00 a.m.
-<hi ; ivine Liturgy
Membership Drive 10:00 a,m.E}
Oratorical Education
Sunday
GOYA Girls BB
28 29 30 31
15th Sunday of Luke YAL Basketball Synaxis
Orthros 7:00 p.m. of
8:45 am. The Three Hierarchs
Divine Liturgy Orthros
10:00 a.m. 9:00 a.m.
Divine Liturgy
Three Hierarchs 10:00 a,m.
Celebration -
Artoklasia and Adult Greek Classes
Memorial for 6:30 p.m.
Greek School
GOYA

Girls Basketball
6:00 p.m.




