SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31, 2023 — Sunday after the Nativity of Christ
Saints of the Day: Joseph the Betrothed, David the King, and Iakovos the Lord’s Brother:
Our Devout Mother Melanie of Rome
Plagal First Mode - Eighth Eothinon

WELCOME TO ST. NICHOLAS CATHEDRAL!
VISIT www.stnickspgh.org TODAY for news and updates about our parish!
CLERGY: Rev. Fr. Eleftherios Constantine and Rev. Dn. Robert Lykos
Father’s Email: fr.ec@stnickspgh.org
PROTOPSALTRIA: Amy Hogg
CHOIR DIRECTOR: Steve Andrews
ORGANIST: Larsen Vincent

Questions about our Parish? E-mail church@stnickspgh.org or call 412-682-3866
Our Sunday worship schedule: September - May: Orthros 8:45 a.m. & Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

WELCOME, VISITORS! You are honored guests here at St. Nicholas Cathedral and welcome at all our services. We invite you to
receive the Holy Eucharist (Communion) if you are an Orthodox Christian who is prepared through fasting, prayer, and
confession. If you are not Orthodox, or are Orthodox but have not prepared, we respectfully invite you instead to come forward
at the end of the service for a blessing by the priest and a piece of blessed bread (antidoron).

Watch Sunday services, which are streaming
live from St Nicholas Cathedral at

Our Mission & Vision Statements www.stnickspeh.org/

and click on “Live Streaming Click Here.”

The MISSION of St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Cathedral is to Proclaim the Gospel of Jesus
Christ in a Spirit of Unity and Love for All through Worship, Service, Education, Fellowship and

Ol On-Line Giving donatlon?‘ are up and runn_lng on
our web page www.stnickspgh.org by clicking
Our YISION is to be a Welcoming and Growing Parish, Striving to Live the New Life in Christ the please donate button —

according to the Teachings and Traditions of the Greek Orthodox Faith. or you may access the donation page by visiting

https:/abundant.co/stnickspgh/give

TODAY:

% Trisagion Service for Krystal Hedderman (40 days) and Constantinos Zozos (12 years).

*,

% No Church School.
¢ Coffee hour is hosted today by the Parish Council in the Small Hall.

THIS WEEK AT ST. NICHOLAS:
e«  Monday, January 1, 2024: Happy New Year (Church Office Closed)
NEW YEAR’S DAY, CIRCUMCISION OF OUR LORD, FEAST OF BASIL THE GREAT:
Orthros 9:00 a.m.; Divine Liturgy of St. Basil 10:00 a.m.
e  Tuesday, January 2, 2024: GOYA Girls Basketball 6:00 p.m.
e Friday, January 5, 2024: Royal Hours of Theophany 10:00 a.m.
Vesperal Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great, followed by the Great Agiasmos 6:30 p.m.
e Saturday, January 6,2024: THEOPHANY Festal Orthros 9:00 a.m.; Divine Liturgy followed by the Great Agiasmos 10:00 a.m.
No Greek School
e Sunday, January 7, 2024: Cutting of Vasilopita; Parish Council Affirmation of Office
GOYA Girls Basketball
GOY A Christmas Party
Memorial Services for Roger Jutras (40 days), Tsambika “Becky” Vlahoulis (1 year) & Theodore Vlahoulis (7 years)

*,

o




SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31, 2023 — Sunday after the Nativity of Christ

Saints of the Day: Joseph the Betrothed, David the King, and Iakovos the Lord’s Brother;
Our Devout Mother Melanie of Rome
Plagal First Mode - Eighth Eothinon

TODAY'S HYMNS AND READINGS

For the second Antiphon, the following festal variation is chanted along with the corresponding verses:
Lawoov Nuac Yie @eov, 0 ¢k I[Tapbévou texOelc, YaAAovTag oot, AAANAoGia.
Save us, O Son of God, who were born of a Virgin. We sing to You, Alleluia.

The Festal Hymn for Christ's Nativity in fourth mode is chanted at the Small Entrance:
HTévvnoic oov Xploté 6 Oedg MUy, avéteide T KOOHE TO PG TO THS YVWTEWS: v avTh) Yo
Ol TOLS AOTEOLG AaTEEVOVTES, DO AaTéQOS Ed1dATKOVTO, Tt TIpoTKLVELY, TOV “HAloV NG dkaoovvng,
Kkail ot ywvwokew €€ tovg avatoAnv. Kigte d6&a oo
Your nativity, O Christ our God, has caused the light of knowledge to rise upon the world. For
therein the worshippers of the stars were by a star instructed to worship You, the Sun of Righteousness,
and to know You as Orient from on high. Glory to You, O Lord.

At the Small Entrance, the Festal Entrance Hymn is chanted:

Ex yaotog mQo ‘Ewogogov eyévimod oe. Vuooe Kbglog kat ov petapeAndioetar o leQevg
elg ToV al@va kata TV Td&wv MeAxioedék. Zooov fuac YiE Oeod, 6 avaoTig &k Veko@v, PaAAovTag
oot AAAnAovia.

“Thave begotten You from the womb before the morning star.” The Lord swore and will not repent,
“You are a priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek.” Come, let us worship and bow down
before Christ. Save us, O Son of God, risen from the dead. We sing to You, Alleluia.

Following the Small Entrance, the Resurrection Hymn of the week in plagal first mode is chanted.

Tov ovvavagxov Adyov Iatoi kai ITvedpaty, tov ék TlapBévou texOévia eic owtnolav MUV,
AVUUVIOWUEY TUOTOL Kal mQookuviowuey: GTLnUdOKNoE oagki, AveABEelv &v 1@ Yoo, kat Odvartov
UTIOHLEVAL, Kal £Y€e10a ToUS TeBvetag, év i £vdo&w dvaotdoel avTOD.

As the Father and Spirit are unoriginate, so the Word, who was born from the Virgin for us. Let us
praise Him, O believers, and let us worship Him. For our salvation He was pleased to be crucified in the
flesh, and to undergo death, and to resurrect the dead, by His glorious resurrection.

After this, the Festal Hymn for Christ’s Nativity in fourth mode is repeated (see above).

Then we chant the Apolytikion hymn for the saints of the day (the Ancestors of God), in second mode:

EvayyeAiCov Twore, 1@ Aavid ta Badpata 1@ Geondtoor TlapBévov eldec KLOQoENIoaoayv,
petax Maywv moooekvvnoag, peta Towévwv €doEoAdynoag, di° AyyéAov xonuatwoBelc. Tréteve
Xolotov tov Oedv, cwbnvat tag Yuy g uav.



Annunciate the miracles to David the ancestor of God, O Joseph. You saw the Virgin pregnant. You
glorified with the shepherds. You worshipped with the Magi. And you were warned by an Angel. Entreat
Christ God to save our souls.

We then chant the Apolytikion hymn for our patron, St. Nicholas, in fourth mode:
Kavova miotews kai eikdva moadmtog, éyrkoateiog dddokatov, dviédelsé oe TI) TTOLpVT) ooV, 1)
TV TEAYHATWV aAT)O el dlx ToUTO ExTrow T Tamevaoet té DUMAG, T mtwye (o T mAovow, Tatep
tegaoxa NukoAae: moéofeve Xootd ¢ e, cwbiva Tig PUXAC V.
The truth of things have revealed you to your flock as a rule of faith, an icon of meekness, and a
teacher of temperance; for this cause you have achieved the heights by humility, riches by poverty. O
Father and Hierarch Nicholas, intercede with Christ God that our souls be saved.

Finally, we chant the Festal Kontakion for Christ’s Nativity, in third mode:

'H IapBévog onuegov, tov Urtegovaiov tiktel, kai 1) YN 10 LmAauov, @ &mgooitw npoodye.
Ayyedor peta Mowévwv dofoAoyobaol Méyor d¢ peta dotéooc OdOLTTOROVTL DU MUK YQ EyevvriOn,
IMaudlov véov, 6 o vy Oedc.

On this day the Virgin bears * the Transcendent in Essence; * to the Unapproachable, the earth does
offer a small cave; * Angels join in choir with shepherds * in giving glory; * with a star the Magi travel
upon their journey; * for our sakes is born a young Child, * He that existed * before the ages as God.

Today’s Epistle Reading (Sunday Before Theophany):
The reading is from St. Paul’s Second Letter to Timothy (4:5-8)

Térxvov TiuoBee, vige &v maoy, kaomdBnoov, &gyov moinoov edayyeAioToD, ™V dlakoviay
gov TAngo@ognoov. Eyw yao 1dn omévdopar, kal 6 kaigdg Thg &g avaioewc ¢ epéomre. Tov ayova
TOV KAAOV Tjywvioual, Tov dopov tetéAska, TV miotv Tetionkar Aowmdv dmékeltai uot O g
OUKAOTUVNG OTéQPAVOC, OV dmodoeL ot 6 Koolog év éiceivy i) fuéoa, 6 dikaiog koutc, ov uovov dé
gpol, CAAA kal Ao TOLS TYAmNKOOL TV EMPAVELY ADTOD.

Timothy, my son, always be steady, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfil your
ministry. For I am already on the point of being sacrificed; the time of my departure has come. I have
fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me the
crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on that Day, and not only
to me but also to all who have loved his appearing. [RSV]

Today’s Gospel Reading (Sunday Before Theophany):
The reading is from the Holy Gospel according to Mark (1:1-8)

Agxn Tov evayyeAiov Tood Xptotod, viod tob Ocod. Q¢ yéyoartal év Toig TEOPNTALS, DOV
£YW ATOOTEAAW TOV Gty YEAOY OV 1O QOTITIOL OV, HS KATATKEVATEL TV GOV oL EunpoaBév couvr
Pwv PowvTog v T 0w, Etolpudoate v 6d0v Kupiov, eV0elag moteite o Toifovg avtoy, éyéveto
Twdvvne BantiCov v ) €onuw kai knevoowv Bantioua petavoing eic apeowy apaotiwv. Kal
¢EemogeveTo mMEOg avTOV Ttaoa 1) Tovdaiar xwoa kat o TegocoAvpita, Kal epamntiCovto mavTeg év
Togdavn) motap@ O’ avTob éEopoAoyovpevol Tag dpagtioc avtav. Hy ot 6 Twavvng &vdedvuévog




TQIXAS K Aov Kai Cwovnv deguativy mepl TV 0oLy adtol, kal ¢abiwv digidac kal HEAL dryQlov.
Kai exnouooe Aéywv: Egxetal 6 loxupdTepds pov dmiow pov, ob ok eiui ikavog kKOag Aboat tov
pavta v drodnpdtwy avtol: éyw uév épdntioa DUAs &v Udati, avtog d¢ Bamtioel Vuag év
[Tvebpat Ayiw.

The beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in Isaiah the prophet,
‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who shall prepare your way; the voice of one crying in
the wilderness: prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.” John the baptizer appeared in the
wilderness, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And there went out to him all
the country of Judea, and all the people of Jerusalem; and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan,
confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, and had a leather girdle around his waist,
and ate locusts and wild honey. And he preached, saying, “After me comes he who is mightier than I, the
thong of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. I have baptized you with water; but he
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” [RSV]

Instead of “It is truly right..."” the ninth ode of the feast is chanted:

Meyadvvov oyt pov, Tiv Avtpwoauévny, Nuac éx Tic katdpac. Ttéoyewv pév NU&S, @
aivduvov @opw, * Paov awmmv, @ mog dé TlagBéve, * “Tuvoug Deatvery, ouvtévwg Tebnypévous,
* Boywdég eotv, aAAa kai Mrjtne oBévog, * ‘Oon méuiev 1) mooaigeoic didov.

O my soul, magnify the ever-virgin Maid who from the curse has redeemed us. Easier for us is from fear
to love silence, * free of any peril as it is, O Virgin; * whereas to weave stirring hymns out of longing * in
earnest, is difficult. Therefore, O Mother, * give us strength to match our volition, we pray you

The Festal Communion hymn is chanted today, instead of the usual “praise the Lord...":
Avtgwoty améotetde Koglog @ Aag avtot. AAAnAovia.
The Lord sent redemption to His people. Alleluia.

Instead of “We have seen the true light...” the Festal Hymn for the Nativity is chanted.
‘H I'évvnoic oov Xplote 6 @eog Nu@v...
Your nativity, O Christ our God...
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GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA

ARCHEPISCOPAL ENCYCLICAL

Prot. No. 363/2023
Archepiscopal Encyclical on the New Year 2024

January 1, 2024

Qore el tig év Xouotd couvi) ktiowg T doxain magnAbey, idov YEYOVE KAVK Th TAVTA.
(ITgog KoguvBioug B' 5:17)
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation! What's past has passed.
Behold! Everything is new!
(I Cor 5:17)

Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and
Deacons, the Monks and Nuns, Presidents and Members of Parish Councils, Honorable
Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of Leadership 100, the Day and
Afternoon Schools, Philoptochos Societies, the Youth, Greek Orthodox Organizations,
and the entirety of the Christ-named Plenitude of the Holy Archdiocese of America:

Beloved brothers and sisters in Christ,

On this first day of the New Year of 2024, let us embrace the newness in Christ,
which He has appointed for our renewal and salvation. The Apostle Paul reminds us that
we are, in fact, new creations! And that whatever has transpired is beyond us, forgiven
and even forgotten. For every new year — whether this civil one, or the Ecclesiastical
New Year on September 1 — is a call and opportunity to begin again. Why? Because in
Christ, “everything is new.”

This is the truest and the best optimism. Neither a false hope for the future, nor a
denial of mistakes in the past. We press forward in Christ, Who is an ever-flowing
fountain of love, mercy, compassion and forgiveness. This is how we are called to live —
in the dynamic flow of God’s grace through the Holy Spirit. Whether it is by our
participation in the Sacred Mysteries of the Church, or by applying the teachings of our
Savior in our everyday lives. When we pray, “give us this day our daily bread,” it is much
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more than an invocation of the Eucharist, as precious and profound as it is. We are
affirming that the gift of life itself is a constant source of God's nourishing love and care.

Therefore, my beloved brothers and sisters in Christ, let us embrace 2024 with the
optimism that is grounded in the truth of God. And as we base our hopes in the promises
of His Grace, let us remember the Saint of this Day, and the sacred institution of our
Archdiocese that bears his righteous name. Saint Basil Academy is a literal incarnation of
new beginnings. It is a place of God’s love and His promise where newness of life
flourishes. Let us always generously remember the Academy and its mission. And may
the New Year of God’s grace bestow upon you and all those you love the blessings of
good health of body and soul, and the newness of life that propels you to reach for even
greater spiritual heights.

With much paternal love in Christ,

/{3‘ oS ﬁ{}%/éOS

T ELPIDOPHOROS
Archbishop of America

Note: To be read in every parish of the Archdiocese on Monday, January 1, 2024,



THEOPHANY HOUSE BLESSING SCHEDULING FORM

“WHAT IS THEOPHANY?" Each year on January 6 we celebrate the great feast of the Theophany of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, where God is revealed to the world as Trinity. At the Theophany. Christ
is baptized in the River Jordan by St. John the Baptist, and we are presented with a great mystery: “He who
is the Master of all is baptized by a servant, and He gives mankind cleansing through water.”

BLESSING OF HOMES: After the Blessing of the Water Service on January 6. Fr. Eleftherios will begin
blessing the homes of our parish with holy water.

WHAT IS A HOUSE BLESSING? In celebration of Theophany — and throughout the month of January
— Orthodox Christians invite Christ not only into their hearts, but also their homes. We call upon Him to
bring the blessings and spiritual cleansing of the Jordan into our daily lives. The priest blesses our homes
with Holy Water from the Theophany service, offering prayers for health, family, and God's abundant
blessings in the coming year.

WHAT DOINEED TO DO?

e Please prepare a list of your family members’ names and an icon for the blessing.
* The service will begin in the dining room or an area where your icons are displayed.

You will be asked to guide the priest throughout your home for the Holy Water blessing.

Kindly ensure a quiet environment by tumning off televisions and silencing cell phones.

WHAT ABOUT BUSINESSES? Blessings are also available for offices or businesses.

IN ORDER TO HAVE YOUR HOUSE OR BUSINESS BLESSED., please fill out this form and
return it to the church office. Fr. Eleftherios will communicate with vou to schedule a date and time
for vour house blessing.

Name:

Telephone: E-mail

Address:

PREFERRED TIME OF VISIT: Morning Afternoon Evening

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION/SPECIAL REQUESTS:

PRIVACY NOTICE: Your information will be kept confidential and used only for scheduling purposes.



2023 Stewardship Pledge Cards are in the Narthex

(Just ask a member of Parish Council)

If you have already submitted your 2023 Stewardship Commitment, THANK YOU!
If not, please take the time to mar financial Stewardship Commitment today and
complete the talent portion of the card to enable OUR Community to grow and
carry on the mission of our faith.

HELP US REACH/ EXCEED OUR GOAL!!

$230,000 -—E g— G&Vmg z E ’
= = Eucharistic 202 STEWARDSHIP
= = Stewardship Total Stewards | 294 (GOAL 300)
= e Total Pledged $132,145.00
= = GOAL ($230,000.00)
% = Avg. Pledge $702.90

Goal - —_Progress

YOUTH SAFETY WORKERS

Who is considered a Youth Safety Worker?

All Clergymen (Bishops/Priests/Deacons, both Active & Retired)

Pastoral Assistants & Youth Directors

People assisting, in any ministry, where the participants are under 18 years of age or in high school, whichever
is later.

Including Parish Youth Safety Administrators, Church School Teachers, Dance Directors, Greek School

Teachers, Youth Advisors (including Chaperones & Drivers) and Parish Council.
Even... Parents who occasionally help-out but are alone with other people’s children.

Each Youth Safety Worker is required to register yearly with the church.

Registration is available through the church office. In addition, all Youth Safety Workers are required to take two
courses (on-line training platform) annually and to complete a background check every other year.

Here is the website: Please register at htips:/nesrisk.org/goarch/. The first course, Youth Safety, has two parts. The
second course, Youth Worker Regulations, has one part. Prompt completion is necessary as one cannot participate in
any youth programs without being registered, having a background check, having PA state clearances, and
completing the two courses.

Those interested in becoming a Youth Safety Worker and have not started the process or need to determine what
documentation you need to complete, please contact Taki Darakos, edarakos@aol.com, 412-944-4961 .




GOYA NEWS

Pastitsio Sale - GOYA is selling delicious pans of pastitsio, just in time for your holiday meal or to give as a gift to friends
and family. Pick up today a frozen 9 by 13 pan of Pastitsio for $35.00 by stopping by the GOYA table. For more information
please contact Alea Melacrinos Mavrogeorgis via text 412-726-5940. Please identify who you are in a detailed message.
Checks can be made to St. Nicholas GOYA or cash is also acceptable. Thank you for supporting our fundraiser.

From the Church School Desk!

St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Cathedral Church School is preparing for their
Holiday Outreach Project:

We are looking for hats, mittens, scarves, gloves, etc. for Neighborhood Resilience Project’s "Project
Bundle-up” to decorate our tree. Many thanks in advance for your warm winter accessories and teaching the children the
gift of giving.

Wishing you a Happy & Healthy 2024!

Yours in Christ
Miss Michelle

ST. NICHOLAS CATHEDRAL SIXTY CLUB

To All Brothers and Sisters in Christ of All Ages,
May the Love, Hope and Joy of the Christmas Season
last throughout the New Year.

May it bring us Peace and Good Health.



{WE ARE LOGKING FoR )
HATS. MITTENS.
\ OSCIRVES & GLGVES |

ﬂ U NEIGHBORHOOD
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2024 Festival Preparations We are gearing to start up again next Sunday, January 7 after church with Spanakopita, our biggest
festival undertaking. Join us if you can to help assemble 420+ pans of this most popular side. All help is greatly appreciated. We
will be working all day Monday, January 8 from 9:00am in the morning through to 8:00pm in the evening, continuing Tuesday and

Wednesday till 4:00pm. Thursday is scheduled as a safety day if we are not finished.
January

Thursday, January 4 (Prep)
Sunday, January 7 after Church till 4:00 pm
Spanakopita Monday, Jan. 8, 9:00 am continuously till

8:00pm, Evening Cooking,

Jan. 9, and 10, 9:00 — 4:00
Possibly, Thursday, Jan. 11, 9:00 am
Friday and Saturday, January 19, 20,

Souzoukakia 9:00 to 4:00
Sunday, Jan. 21, After Church till 4:00
Koulourakia Saturday, January 27, 9:00 to 4:00
February
Pasta Flora February 3
Baklava February 10, 11, 12
Pastitsio February 23, 24, 25
March
Karidopita March 5
Finikia March 16
Galatoboureko March 22, 23, 24
April
Kourambiethes April 6
Tiropita April 13, 14
Diples April 22 or 23, TBD




JANUARY 2024

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
31 1 2 3 4 5 6
Sunday after Nativity CHURCH OFFICE GOYA Royal Hours of THEOPHANY
Orthros CLOSED Girls Theophany Festal Orthros
.8‘:45 a.m, NEW YEAR'S DAY, Basketball 10:00 a.m. ] 9-:00 am.,
Divine Liturgy CIRCUMCISION 6:00 p.m. Vesperal Divine Liturgy
10:00 a.m. OF OUR LORD, Divine Liturgy followed by the
FEAST OF BASIL of G"ﬁ%‘&gmsmﬂs
THE GREAT: St. Basil the Great, N B
(No Church School) Orthros followed by the | No Greek School
9:00 a.m., Divine Great Agiasmos
Liturgy of St, Basil 6:30 p.m.
10:00 a.m,
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
Synaxis of YAL Basketball Adult Greek Classes -
John the Holy 7:00 p.m, 6:30 p.m. GOYA BBall Tourney in Columbus, OH
Glorious Prophet,
Baptist, & GOYA Greek School
Forerunner Girls 10:00 a.m.
Orthros Basketball Greek School
8:45 am, 6:00 p.m. Vasilopita, Carols
Divine Liturgy and Hymns
10:00 a.m. 12:00 noon
Cutting of Vasilopita
Parish Council
Affirmation of Office
GOYA Girls BB
GOYA Xmas Party
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Leavetaking MLK Day St. Anthony the Great Sts. Athanasios Greek School
of the Orthros and 10:00 a.m.
Theophany Parish Council 6:00 p.m. Cyril, .
Orthros Meeting Divine fiturgy Patriarchs of Alexandria M;tr(‘)_plo lis
8:45 am. 6:30 p.m. 7:00 p.m. Orthros L o |.s A
L . - eadership
Divine Liturgy YAL Basketball Adult Greek Classes  %:00 am. Conference
10:00 a.m, 7:00 p.m. 6:30 p.m. Divine Liturgy
10:00 a.m.
GOYA
Girls
Basketball
6:00 p.m.
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
12th Sunday of Luke YAL Basketball Adult Greek Classes Gregory the Theologian,
Orthros 7:00 p.m. 6:30 p.m. Archbishop of GOYA BBall Tourney in Akron, OH
8:45am. GOYA Girls Constantinople
Divine Liturgy Baskethall Orthros Greek School
10:00 a.m. 6:00 p.m. 9;00 am, 10:00 am.
Philoptochos Divine Liturgy
Membership Drive 10:00 a.m.
Oratorical Education
Sunday
GOYA Girls BB
28 29 30 31
15th Sunday of Luke YAL Basketball Synaxis of
Orthros 7:00 p.m. The Three Hierarchs
§:45 am. Orthros
Divine Liturgy 9:00 am.
10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy
Three Hierarchs 10:00 a.m.
Celebration - Adult Greek Classes
Artoklasia and 6:30 p.m.
Memorial for GOYA Girls
Greek School Basketball

6:00 p.m.




