SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24, 2023 — Sunday before the Nativity of Christ
Saints of the Day: All those pleasing to God throughout the ages according to our Lord’s Genealogy
from Adam to Joseph the Betrothed; All the Prophets and Prophetesses (especially the Prophet Daniel

and the Three Holy Youths); Eugenia the Righteous Nun-martyr of Rome and those with her

Fourth Mode - Seventh Eothinon

WELCOME TO ST. NICHOLAS CATHEDRAL!
VISIT www.stnickspgh.org TODAY for news and updates about our parish!
CLERGY: Rev. Fr. Eleftherios Constantine and Rev. Dn. Robert Lykos
Father’s Email: fr.ec@stnickspgh.org
PROTOPSALTRIA: Amy Hogg
CHOIR DIRECTOR: Steve Andrews
ORGANIST: Larsen Vincent

Questions about our Parish? E-mail church@stnickspgh.org or call 412-682-3866
Our Sunday worship schedule: September - May: Orthros 8:45 a.m. & Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

WELCOMIE, VISITORS! You are honored guests here at St. Nicholas Cathedral and welcome at all our services. We invite you to
receive the Holy Eucharist (Communion) if you are an Orthodox Christian who is prepared through fasting, prayer, and
confession. If you are not Orthodox, or are Orthodox but have not prepared, we respectfully invite you instead to come forward
at the end of the service for a blessing by the priest and a piece of blessed bread (antidoron).

Watch Sunday services, which are streaming
live from St Nicholas Cathedral at
www.stnickspgh.org/
and click on “Live Streaming Click Here.”

Our Mission & Vision Statements

The MISSION of St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Cathedral is to Proclaim the Gospel of Jesus
Christ in a Spirit of Unity and Love for All through Worship, Service, Education, Fellowship and

Outreach On-Line Giving donations are up and running on

our web page www.stnickspgh.org by clicking
the please donate button —
or you may access the donation page by visiting
hitps://abundant.co/stnickspgh/sive

Our VISION is to be a Welcoming and Growing Parish, Striving to Live the New Life in Christ
according to the Teachings and Traditions of the Greek Orthodox Faith.

TODAY:
%+ Christmas Eve Vespers 4:30 p.m.
% No Church School.
% Coffee hour is hosted today by the GOYA in the Small Hall.

THIS WEEK AT ST. NICHOLAS:

¢« Monday, December 25, 2023: Merry Christmas (Church Office Closed)

CHRISTMAS DAY The NATIVITY of OUR LORD Orthros 9:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.
e  Saturday, December 30, 2023: NO Greek School
e Sunday, December 31, 2023: No Church School

Trisagion/Memorial Service for Krystal Hedderman (40 days)




SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24, 2023 — Sunday before the Nativity of Christ
Saints of the Day: All those pleasing to God throughout the ages according to our Lord’s Genealogy
from Adam to Joseph the Betrothed; All the Prophets and Prophetesses (especially the Prophet Daniel
and the Three Holy Youths); Eugenia the Righteous Nun-martyr of Rome and those with her
Fourth Mode - Seventh Eothinon

TODAY'S HYMNS AND READINGS

The Resurrection Hymn of the week in fourth mode is chanted at the Small Entrance:

To qaudeov e avaotaoews KNELYHa, ék T00 AyyéAov paBodoar ai Tov Kugiov Mabnroat, kai v
TIOYOVIKIV ATopacv anogpipacal, tolg Amootodols kavywpevar éAeyov: BokvAevtat 6 Bdvarog, Tyéobn
Xo1o10g 0 Beds, dwWEOUEVOS TG KOTHW TO Héya EAeog.

When the women disciples of the Lord heard the Angel joyously proclaim the resurrection, they cast aside

the ancestral verdict, and boasting in glory they said to the Apostles, “Death has been despoiled! Christ God has
risen, granting the great mercy to the world!”

At the Small Entrance, the usual Entrance Hymn is chanted:
Following the Small Entrance, the Resurrection Hymn of the week in fourth mode is repeated (see above).

After this, we chant the hymn of the day (for the Forefeast of the Nativity) in fourth mode.

AmeyQagpeto moté, ouv @ mEEoPUT) Tworp, g €k oméguatos Aavid, év BnBAeip 1) Mapudy,
KKUO(POQOVOA TNV ATTOROV Kuogpopiav. Enéotn d¢ kaugog 6 tijg Mevvijoews, kal tOmog fiv 00dels ¢ kataAbpate:
AAN” g Tegmvov maAdtiov 0 IZmjAaiov, Tf) Bao\ide édelicvuto. Xouotog yevvatal Thv molv megovoay,
AVaoTNOWY Elkova.

As she carried in her womb what she conceived without seed, Mary went to Bethlehem with elder Joseph
to enroll, for they were of the house and the lineage of David. The time arrived for her to give birth to her Child;
but then there was no place * in the inn for them. Therefore, the grotto served as a luxurious royal palace for the
Queen. And Christ the Lord is born, to raise the image which was formerly fallen.

Then we chant the hymn for the Fathers in second mode.
MeyaAa i g miotews katopBapatal ‘Ev i) ruyi) tig pAoyds, wg éni tdatog avanavoews, ot dytot
Toeig Taideg nydAdovro, kal 6 mooprng AaviiA, Aedvtwv moyn)y, ©g meofatwy Edeivuto. Taic adt@v
tkeaiong Xouoté 0 ®edg, 0oV TAS YPUXAS U@V,
Magnificent are the accomplishments of faith! The holy Three Servants greatly rejoiced, as they stood in the
fountain of fire, as if beside the still waters; and the Prophet Daniel appeared to be a shepherd of lions, as if they
were sheep. At their entreaties, O Christ God, save our souls.

We then chant the Apolytikion hymn for our patron, St. Nicholas, in fourth mode:
Kavova miotews kal elcova moaotnros, ykgarteiag dddokadov, avédelEé oe i) molpvy oov, 1) T@v
Teary patwy aAnBewr duk TOUTO EKTNOW TI) TamevoeL T DPNAG, T ntwxela & nAovola, TTdteg tepdoxa
NucoAae mpéoeve Xoote 1@ e, cwbnvat Tag Yuxag nuav.
The truth of things have revealed you to your flock as a rule of faith, an icon of meekness, and a teacher of

temperance; for this cause you have achieved the heights by humility, riches by poverty. O Father and Hierarch
Nicholas, intercede with Christ God that our souls be saved.



Finally, we chant the Festal Kontakion (for the Forefeast of the Nativity), in third mode:

'H HagBévog anpegov, tov mpoawwviov Adyov, év ZrmAaie épxetal, dmotekelv amodoytws. Xogeve 1
olkovpévn drovtoBeion, doEaoov peta AyyéAwv kal t@v Mowévav, BovAnévia énopdivar, Tabdiov véov,
TOV TIRO alovwy Oedv.

On this day the Virgin comes to the cave to give birth to God the Word ineffably, Who was before all the
ages. Dance for joy, O earth, on hearing the gladsome tidings; with the Angels and the shepherds now glorify Him
Who is willing to be gazed on as a young Child Who before the ages is God.

Today’s Epistle Reading (Sunday before the Nativity of Christ):
The reading is from St. Paul's Letter to the Hebrews (11:9-10, 32-40)

AdeAgoi, nioTel magawkmoev APpadp lg YAV g émayyeAiag kg &AAotolav, &v oxnvais katoumoag et
Toadue xat TancwB v ovykAneovopwy T énaryyeAiag g adtic - é£edéxeto yap TV Tove BepeAiovs éxovaay
TOAW, Tig TexviTng Kal dnpovEyog 6 Bedc. Kai T 1t Adyw; émidelpel pie yap dupyolpevov 6 xodvog mepl Tedecov,
Baodic, Zappav, Tepbae, Aavid te kal ZapouvnA kai tev mgogntav, ol did niotews katnywvicevto PaciAeiag,
elQYaoavTo ducatoobvny, ENETUXOV EmayyeAlwv, Epoatav otdpata Aedvtwy, Eofeoav divapuy mugdg, épuyov
otopaTa paxaipng, dvvanwinoav ano doBeveing, éyeviiinoav loxveol év moAéuw, mageuBoAds ExAwvay
aAdotgiwv - EAaxPov yuvaikes €E Gvaotdoewg TOUG VEKQOUC avT@V GAAoL 8¢ EtvpmavioOnoav, ob
TIQOODEEANEVOL TNV ATOADTQWOLY, {va KQEITTOVOG AVaoTAOEWS TOXWOW * éTeQot DE umarypdv kai paotiywv

nelgay EAafov, €t d¢ degpav kal @uAaiig éABGoBnoay, énplobnoav, év @dve paxaione anéBavov,
meQmABov év pmAwtalg, ev atyelols déguaoty, votegovevor, BABGpEVOL, KakovXOULEVOL OV 0UK v dEtog O
Koopog, €mi EQnpialg mAavapevol kal dgeow kal ommAaio kal Tais Omaic Thg YA Kai obtol mévtec
pagrugnOévtes dux g miotews ovk Exopioavto Ty EémayyeAlav, tob Beol meQlL MUV KDETOV TU
rpoPAepapévou, tva P xwpig v teAeiwbooty.

Brethren, by faith Abraham sojourned in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac
and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. For he looked forward to the city which has foundations, whose
builder and maker is God. And what more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson,
Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets —who through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, received
promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out of
weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. Women received their dead by resurrection. Some were
tortured, refusing to accept release, that they might rise again to a better life. Others suffered mocking and scourging,
and even chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were tempted, they were killed
with the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, ill-treated —of whom the world was
not worthy —wandering over deserts and mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. And all these, though well
attested by their faith, did not receive what was promised, since God had foreseen something better for us, that apart
from us they should not be made perfect. [RSV]

Today’s Gospel Reading (Sunday before the Nativity of Christ):
The reading is from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew (1:1-25)

BifAog yevéoews Tnoov Xowatol viod Aavid viod APgadp. ABoadu éyévvnoev tov Toadk, Toadik d¢
gyévvnoev tov Tarwp, Taxawp d¢ &yévvnoev tov Tovdav kat tolg ddeApovs avtod, Tovdag d yévinoev Tov
Dageg wai tov Zaga éx e Oapide, Phoeg bt yévvnoey tov Eogap, Bogwmu d¢ éyévvnoey tov Agdp, Aok dé
gyévvnoev tov Apvadap, Apwvadaf dé éyévvnoev tov Naaoowv, Naaoowy dé éyévinoev tov ZaAudv,
ZaAuwv d¢ éyévvnoev tov Bool éx g Paxd&B, Bool d¢ éyévvnaey tov Twpnd éx tig Povs, Twpnd d¢ éyévvnoey
tov Teooai, Teooai d¢ eyévvnoev tov Aauid tov faciléa. Aauid d¢ éyévinoev tov Zodopdva éx thg tod Ovplov,
ZoAopwv d¢ éyévvnoev tov Popoay, PoPoip & éyévvnoev tov ABut, ABux d éyévvnoev tov Aodep, Aodgp dé
gyévvnoev 1ov Twoagpar, Tocapar d& éyévvnoev tov Twoap, Twoap d¢ éyévvnoev tov Oliav, Oliac d¢
gyévvnoev tov Toabap, Toabap dé éyévvnoev tov Axal, Axal d¢ éyévvnoev tov Elekiav, Elexiac di




eyévvnoev tov Mavaoon, Mavaoong 8¢ éyévvnoev tov Apds, Audwg d¢ éyévvnoev tov Twolay, Twoiac &
gyévvnoev tov Texoviav kal tovg adeApoic avton el ¢ petouceaiac BapuAwvos. Meta d¢ TV peToucesiov
BapvAwvoe Texoviag éyévvnoev tov Zadadud, ZaAabmiA d¢ éyévvnoev 1ov ZopoPaBéA, ZopofPafeA dé
gyévvnoev tov ABLovd, ABLovd d¢ éyévvnoev tov EAwaiy, BAtakip b yévvnaev tov Alwo, Alwg dE éyévvnoev
Tov Ladwi, Ladwk d¢ eyévvnoev tov Axiy, Axip dé éyévvnoev tov EAwovd, EAwDd d¢ éyévvnoev tov EAealao,
EAedlap d¢ eyévvnoev tov Matbdv, MatBav d¢ eyévvnoev tov Taxdp, Tap dé gyévvnoev tov Twong tov
avdpax Maolag, €€ fig &yevviin Tnootg 0 Aeyouevos Xototoe. Tlaoar ovv al yeveal dmo APoaapu €wg Aavid
yeveal dexatéooageg, kal and Aavid £wg Tig petouceoiog BapvAwvog yeveai dekatéooapeg, kai amo ™S
uetouceaiag BaBuAdwvoc £wg tob Xolotot yeveal dekatéoonQec.

To de Inoov Xoiotov 1) yéveois obtwg fv. MvnotevBeiong g unteog avtod Mapiac t@ Twon e, moiv 1
oLveABetv avTovg e0EEDN v yaoTol Exovoa éxk mveduatog dryiov. Twomjp dE 6 dvrjo avtiic, dikalog AV kai 95))
OeAwv avmv derypatioar, éBovAnOn AdBea dmoAboat admiv. Tadta b avtod évBuunBévtoc idov ayyeAog
Kugiov kat’ Ovag Epdvn avtw Aéywv: Twor|p viog Aavid, pr) eopnBic magaAapeiv Maguiu TIV yuvailkd oov,
TO YA £v o) yevvn v ex mvevpatds Eotv drylovtéEetat dé vidv kai kaAéoeis o Gvopa avton Troody, avToc
YQQ 0WOEL TOV AadV adtov ATO TV ApaQTIOV avt@v. Tobto d¢ BAov yéyovev va mANowdn o onbev HTd
KLPLOL dik TOL TEoPTOL AéyovTog, Tool 1) apBévas év yaorol #£et kai TéEetan vIGV, Kal kKaAéoovow TO dvoua
avtov Eppavouid, 6 dotv uebegunvevdpevov Med® fjuav 6 @ede. AteyepBeic dt 6 Twaone amo tod Grvov
emoinoev wg meooétatev avTy O dyyeAos kuplov kal aéAaBe TV yuvaika avtobkal oUk gylvwoiev avtiv
€wg 00 étexev VIOV kal dkdAeoev O Ovoua avtov Tnooov.

The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham. Abraham was the father
of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers, and Judah the father of Perez
and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the father of Hezron, and Hezron the father of Ram, and Ram the father of
Ammin‘adab, and Ammin‘adab the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of Salmon, and Salmon the father
of Bo'az by Rahab, and Bo'az the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse, and Jesse the father of David
the king. And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uri'ah, and Solomon the father of Rehobo’am, and
Rehobo'am the father of Abi’jah, and Abi‘jah the father of Asa, and Asa the father of Jehosh'aphat, and Jehosh'aphat
the father of Joram, and Joram the father of Uzzi'ah, and Uzzi'ah the father of Jotham, and Jotham the father of
Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of Hezeki'ah, and Hezeki’ah the father of Manas'seh, and Manas'seh the father of Amos,
and Amos the father of Josi'ah, and Josi'ah the father of Jechoni’ah and his brothers, at the time of the deportation
to Babylon. And after the deportation to Babylon: Jechoni'ah was the father of Sheal'tiel, and Sheal'tiel the father of
Zerub'babel, and Zerub'babel the father of Abi'ud, and Abi'ud the father of Eli'akim, and Eli'akim the father of
Azor, and Azor the father of Zadok, and Zadok the father of Achim, and Achim the father of Eli'ud, and Eli'ud the
father of Elea'zar, and Elea'zar the father of Matthan, and Matthan the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Joseph
the husband of Mary, of whom Jesus was born, who is called Christ. So all the generations from Abraham to David
were fourteen generations, and from David to the deportation to Babylon fourteen generations, and from the
deportation to Babylon to the Christ fourteen generations.

Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph,
before they came together she was found to be with child of the Holy Spirit; and her husband Joseph, being a just
man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. But as he considered this, behold, an angel
of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary your wife, for that
which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit; she will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save
his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfil what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: “Behold, a virgin
shall conceive and bear a son, and his name shall be called Emman‘uel” (which means, God with us). When Joseph
woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took his wife, but knew her not until she had
borne a son; and he called his name Jesus. [RSV]




CENTENNIAL

GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA

ARCHEPISCOPAL ENCYCLICAL

Prot. No. 350/2023
Archepiscopal Encyclical on the Feast of Christmas
December 25, 2023

Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and Deacons,
Monks and Nuns, Presidents and Members of the Parish Councils, Honorable Archons
of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of Leadership 100, Day and Afternoon Schools,
Philoptochos Societies, Youth, Greek Orthodox Organizations, and entirety of the Christ-
loving Plenitude of the Sacred Archdiocese of America:

Thus says the Lord: a rod shall come forth out of the root of Jesse,
and a blossom shall rise from that root.
(Prophecy of Isaiah 11:1)

Beloved sisters and brothers in Christ,
Christ is Born! Let us glorify Him!

Although He comes to us in humility, in swaddling clothes and in poverty, He is
the powerful Rod of the Root of Jesse. In assuming our human nature from his Most Holy
Mother the Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary, He bears all the suffering and sin of
humanity across all the ages. What strength in this Rod! What glory in His powerful love
for every creature!

He also comes as a blossom of inner and truthful beauty, to restore our human
nature to its original shining loveliness. The Prophet Isaiah says elsewhere, “He had no
beauty nor glory...” (53:2), but such was the humility that bowed down the Son of God
to become the Son of Man. The flower of His virtues, His sinless life, His sacrificial love,
is a bloom that will never fade. The root of His human nature is his Holy Mother, who



CENTENNIAL
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bore him in a cave in Bethlehem of Judea. But from this root out of dry and virginal
ground, there arose the first fruits of them that slept (I Corinthians 15:20)! For the Lord
was born in cave in order to arise from another cave. He was wrapped as an infant in
swaddling clothes in order to proclaim His own Resurrection by leaving behind the
grave-linens set aside in the tomb (John 20:5). And He was laid in a manger — used to

feed the mute beasts of burden — so that we might be fed with His Holy Body and
Precious Blood and proclaim Him risen from the dead.

Therefore, my beloved Christians, let us receive this Rod of glory and Blossom of
beauty with gratitude and honor. Through his Holy Mother, His human nature is our
human nature, and there is nothing that He cannot make whole and pure. Let us worship
Him with all our hearts, and minds, and souls.

Christ is Born! Let us glorify Him!

[

+ ELPIDOPHOROS
Archbishop of America



Prot. No. 828

Patriarchal Encyclical for Christmas

+BARTHOLOMEW

By God's Mercy, Archbishop of Constantinople-New Rome
and Ecumenical Patriarch to All the Plenitude of the Church
Grace, Mercy, and Peace from the Saviour Christ Born in Bethlehem

Most honorable brother hierarchs,
Beloved children in the Lord,

With the grace of God, we are once again this year celebrating in chant, hymn, and
spiritual song the Nativity according to the flesh of the pre-eternal Son and Word of God,
namely the manifestation of the mystery of God and humankind. According to St.
Nicholas Cabasilas, what occurs in the Divine Liturgy is “the mystagogy of the Lord’s
incarnation,” while its introductory acclamation “Blessed is the Kingdom of the Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit” is evidence “that it is through the Lord’s incarnation that people
first learned that God is three persons.”’ The same saintly Father proclaims that our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ was the first and only to demonstrate the authentic and perfect

human being, concerning His ethos, life, and everything else.”?

The assumption of human nature in the person of the Son and Word of God, along
with the opening of the way of human deification through grace, add unsurpassable
value to humankind. Forgetting this truth leads to the diminishment of respect for the
human person. The denial of the supreme destiny of human beings does not only liberate
them, but also leads to diverse reductions and divisions. Without being conscious of their
divine origin and their hope for eternity, humans struggle to remain human and are
unable to handle the contradictions of the “human condition.”

Y On the Divine Liturgy X1, PG 150.392D,
2 On the Life of Christ VI, PG 150.680C.



The Christian perception of human existence provides a solution to problems
created by violence, war, and injustice in our world. Respect for the human person, peace,
and justice are gifts from God; however, establishing the peace that comes from Christ
demands the participation and cooperation of human beings. The Christian view on the
struggle for peace lies in the words of Christ our Savior, who proclaims peace, addressing
His disciples with the greeting “Peace be with you” and encouraging us to love our
enemies.’ The revelation in Christ is called the “gospel of peace,”!

This means that, for us Christians, the way to peace is through peace and that non-
violence, dialogue, love, forgiveness, and reconciliation have priority before other forms
of resolving differences. The theology of peace is clearly described in the Ecumenical
Patriarchate’s document For the Life of the World: Toward a Social Ethos of the Orthodox
Church (2020):

“Nothing is more contrary to God’s will for His creatures fashioned in His image and
likeness than violence one against another . . . We may justly say that violence is sin par
excellence. Tt is the perfect contradiction of our created nature and our supernatural
vocation to seek union in love with God and our neighbour. . . Peace is a real revelation
of the still deeper reality of creation as God intends it and as God fashioned it in his
eternal counsels.””

Peace cannot be taken for granted; it is not self-evident. It is an obligation, an
achievement, and an incessant struggle to preserve it. There are no automatic solutions
or permanent recipes. In the face of ongoing threats to peace, we need to have vigilance
and willingness to resolve problems through dialogue. The great heroes of politics are
the champions of peace. As for us, we continue to underline the peacemaking role of
religion. This is during a time when religions are criticized for nurturing fanaticism and
violence “in the name of God” instead of being forces of peace, solidarity, and
reconciliation. However, this indicates an alienation of religious faith and not an integral
part of it. Genuine faith in God is the harshest critic of religious fanaticism. Religions are
the natural allies of all human beings who strive for peace, justice, and the preservation
of creation from human destruction.,

ICE Mt 5:44
P Eph. 6:44
*§42, 43 and 44.
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This year, the world honours the 75 anniversary of the Universal Declaration of
Humntan Rights (December 10, 1948), constituting a summary of fundamental humanitarian
ideals and values, “the shared standard, to which all peoples and all nations should aim.”
Human rights, whose central point of focus includes the protection of human dignity
with its individual, social, cultural, economic, and ecological conditions, are only
understood in their original dynamics if they are acknowledged as the basis and criterion
of global peace, associating it with freedom and justice. In this sense, the future of human
rights and peace is also linked to the contribution of religions in the matter of respecting
them and making them a reality.

With these thoughts and festive sentiments, in full conviction that the life of the
Church in itself comprises resistance against inhumanity, wherever such inhumanity
arises, we invite all of you to the good fight of constructing a culture of peace and
solidarity, where people will see in the face of their fellow human beings a brother or
sister and a friend, rather than a threat and enemy. Moreover, we remind you all, dear
brother Hierarchs and children, that Christmas is a time of self-consciousness and
thanksgiving, of the revelation of the difference between the God-man and “man-god,”
of the realization of the “great miracle” of freedom in Christ and of the healing of the
“great wound” of alienation from God. Finally, we kneel respectfully before Mary, the
Mother of God, who bears in her arms the incarnate Word, and we convey to you the
blessing of the Mother Holy Great Church of Christ, wishing you an auspicious, healthy,
fruitful, peaceful, and joyous new year of the Lord’s favour.

Christmas 2023
+ Bartholomew of Constantinople

Your fervent supplicant of all before God

To be read in churches after the Gospel Reading during the Divine Liturgy on the Feast
of Christmas.



THEOPHANY HOUSE BLESSING SCHEDULING FORM

“WHAT IS THEOPHANY?” Each year on January 6 we celebrate the great feast of the Theophany of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, where God is revealed to the world as Trinity. At the Theophany, Christ
is baptized in the River Jordan by St. John the Baptist, and we are presented with a great mystery: “He who
is the Master of all is baptized by a servant, and He gives mankind cleansing through water.”

BLESSING OF HOMES: After the Blessing of the Water Service on January 6, Fr. Eleftherios will begin
blessing the homes of our parish with holy water,

WHAT IS A HOUSE BLESSING? In celebration of Theophany — and throughout the month of January
— Orthodox Christians invite Christ not only into their hearts, but also their homes, We eall upon Him to
bring the blessings and spiritual cleansing of the Jordan into our daily lives. The priest blesses our homes
with Holy Water from the Theophany service, offering prayers for health, family, and God's abundant
blessings in the coming year,

WHAT DO INEED TO DO?

 Please prepare a list of your family members’ names and an icon for the blessing.

* The service will begin in the dining room or an area where your icons are displayed.

e You will be asked to guide the priest throughout your home for the Holy Water blessing.
» Kindly ensure a quiet environment by turning off televisions and silencing cell phones.

WHAT ABOUT BUSINESSES? Blessings are also available for offices or businesses.

IN ORDER TO HAVE YOUR HOUSE OR BUSINESS BLESSED. please fill out this form and
return it to the church office. Fr. Eleftherios will communicate with vou to schedule a date and time
for your house blessing.

Name:

Telephone: E-mail

Address:

PREFERRED TIME OF VISIT: Morning Afternoon Evening

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION/SPECIAL REQUESTS:

PRIVACY NOTICE: Your information will be kept confidential and used only for scheduling purposes.



2023 Stewardship Pledge Cards are in the Narthex

(Just ask a member of Parish Council)

If you have already submitted your 2023 Stewardship Commitment, THANK YOU!
If not, please take the time to mar financial Stewardship Commitment today and
complete the talent portion of the card to enable OUR Community to grow and
carry on the mission of our faith.

HELP US BEACH/ EXCEED OUR GOAL!!

1230 000 ;:; i; G&VM .
= Suhanistlc 2023 STEWARDSHIP
E E Stewardship Total Stewards 279 (GOAL 300)
3 = Total Pledged $126,585.00
3 = GOAL ($230,000.00)
E = Avg. Pledge $715.17
Goal Progress
YOUTH SAFETY WORKERS

Who is considered a Youth Safety Worker?

All Clergymen (Bishops/Priests/Deacons, both Active & Retired)

Pastoral Assistants & Youth Directors

People assisting, in any ministry, where the participants are under 18 years of age or in high school, whichever
is later.

Including Parish Youth Safety Administrators, Church School Teachers, Dance Directors, Greek School
Teachers, Youth Advisors (including Chaperones & Drivers) and Parish Council.
Even... Parents who occasionally help-out but are alone with other people’s children.

Each Youth Safety Worker is required to register yearly with the church.

Registration is available through the church office. In addition, all Youth Safety Workers are required to take two
courses (on-line training platform) annually and to complete a background check every other year.

Here is the website: Please register at https://nesrisk.org/goarch/. The first course, Youth Safety, has two parts. The

second course, Youth Worker Regulations, has one part. Prompt completion is necessary as one cannot participate in
any youth programs without being registered, having a background check, having PA state clearances, and
completing the two courses.

Those interested in becoming a Youth Safety Worker and have not started the process or need to determine what
documentation you need to complete, please contact Taki Darakos, edarakos@aol.com, 412-944-4961.,




GOYA NEWS

Pastitsio Sale - GOYA is selling delicious pans of pastitsio, just in time for your holiday meal or to give as a gift to friends
and family. Pick up today a frozen 9 by 13 pan of Pastitsio for $35.00 by stopping by the GOYA table. For more information
please contact Alea Melachrinos Mavrogeorgis via text 412-726-5940. Please identify who you are in a detailed message.
Checks can be made to St. Nicholas GOYA or cash is also acceptable. Thank you for supporting our fundraiser.

From the Church School Desk!

St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Cathedral Church School is preparing for their
Holiday Outreach Project:

We are looking for hats, mittens, scarves, gloves, etc. for Neighborhood Resilience Project’s “Project
Bundle-up” to decorate our tree. Many thanks in advance for your warm winter accessories and teaching the children the
gift of giving.

I appreciate the support from all of you and thanks for sharing your children with us every Sunday!

Yours in Christ
Miss Michelle

= = =

ST. NICHOLAS CATHEDRAL SIXTY CLUB

To All Brothers and Sisters in Christ of All Ages,
May the Love, Hope and Joy of the Christmas Season
last throughout the New Year.

May it bring us Peace and Good Health.



S "

( WE ARE LOGKING FOR )
| HATS MITTENS.
5( 1!{\)1, {((!jo\)rs

@ l NEIGHBORHOOD
f RESILIENCE
k.

—  SUPPGRIING

| PROJECT




2024 Festival Cooking Schedule

January 2024

January

Spanakopita

Thursday, January 4 (Prep)
Sunday, January 7 after Church till 4:00 pm
Monday, Jan. 8, 9:00 am continuously till

8:00pm, Evening Cooking,

Jan. 9, and 10, 9:00 — 4:00
Possibly Thursday, Jan. 11, 9:00 am

Souzoukakia

Friday and Saturday, January 20, 21,
9:00 to 4:00
Sunday, Jan. 22, After Church till 4:00

Koulourakia

Saturday, January 27, 9:00 to 4:00

February
Pasta Flora February 3
Baklava February 10, 11, 12
Pastitsio February 23, 24, 25
March
Karidopita March 5
Finikia March 16
Galatoboureko March 22, 23, 24
April
Kourambiethes April 6
Tiropita April 13, 14
Diples April 22 or 23, TBD




DECEMBER 2023 / JANUARY 2024

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
Sunday before Nativity CHRISTMAS DAY Wedding Ne Greek School
Orthros The
8:45 am. NATIVITY
Divine Liturgy of
10:00 a.m. OUR LORD
(No Chuirch School) Orthros
9:00 a.m
Christmas Eve Divine Liturgy
Vespers 10:00 a.m.
4:30 p.m.
Church Office Closed
31 1 JANUARY 2 3 4 5 6
. Church Qffice Closed Royal Hours of THEOPHANY
Sunday[;!rft';erfnhwty ‘ GOYA Girls Theophany Festal Orthros
8;45,::1, NEW YEAR’S DAY, Basketball 10:00 a.m. 9:00 a.m.,
Divine Liturgy CIRCUMCISION 6:00 p.m. Divine Liturgy
10:00am. OF OUR LORD, Vesperal Divine followed by the
FEAST OF BASIL Liturgy of St. Basil | Great Agiasmos
(No Clurch School) THE GREAT: the Great, 10:00 a.m.
Orthros 9:00 a.m., followed by the
Divine Liturgy of St. Great Agiasmos | No Greek School
Basil 10:00 am. 6:30 p.m.
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
Synaxis of John the YAL Basketball Adult Greek Classes
Holy Glorious 7:00 p.m. 6:30 p.m. GOYA BBall Tourney in Columbus, OH
Prophet, Baptist, & .
Forerunner GOYA Girls Greek School
Orthros Baskethall 10:00 a.m.
8:45 am. 6:00 p.m, Greek School
Divine Liturgy Vasilopita,
10:00 a.m. Carols and
. e Hymns
Cutting of Vasilopita 12:00 noon
Parish Council
Affirmation of Office
GOYA basketball
Practice
GOYA
Xmas Party
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Leavetaking of the Parish Council St. Anthony the Sts. Athanasios and Greek School
Theophany Meeting Great Cyril, Patriarchs of 10:00 a.m.
Orthros 8:45 a.m. 6:30 p.m. Orthros 6:00 p.m. Alexandria
Divine Liturgy Divine Liturgy Orthros 9:00 a.m. Metropolis
10:00 a.m, YAL Basketball 7:00 p.m. Divine Liturgy Parish
7:00 p.m, Adult Greek Classes 10:00 a.m. Leadership
6:30 p.m. Conference
GOYA Girls
Basketball
6:00 p.m,
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
12th Sunday of Luke Gregory the
Orthros 8:45 am. YAL Basketball Adult Greek Classes Theologian, GOYA BBall Tourney in Akron, OH
Divine Liturgy 7:00 p.m. 6:30 p.m. Archbishop of
10:00 a.m. Constantinople Greek School
Philoptochos GOYA Girls Orthros 9:00 a.m. 10:00 a.m.
Membership Drive Basketball Divine Liturgy
Oratorical Education 00 P, 10:D0:zam:
Sunday




