SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2023 — 11th Sunday of Luke

Saints of the Day: Sunday of the Holy Forefathers; Daniel the Prophet & the Three Holy
Youths: Ananias, Azarias, & Misail; and St. Dionysius of Zakynthos

Third Mode - Sixth Eothinon

WELCOME TO ST. NICHOLAS CATHEDRAL!

VISIT www.stnickspgh.org TODAY for news and updates about our parish!

CLERGY: Rev. Fr. Eleftherios Constantine and Rev. Dn. Robert Lykos
Father’s Email: fr.ec@stnickspgh.org
PROTOPSALTRIA: Amy Hogg

CHOIR DIRECTOR: Steve Andrews
ORGANIST: Larsen Vincent

Questions about our Parish? E-mail church@stnickspgh.org or call 412-682-3866
Our Sunday worship schedule: September — May: Orthros 8:45 a.m. & Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

WELCOME, VISITORS! You are honored guests here at St. Nicholas Cathedral and welcome at all our services. We invite you to
receive the Holy Eucharist (Communion) if you are an Orthodox Christian who is prepared through fasting, prayer, and
confession. If you are not Orthodox, or are Orthodox but have not prepared, we respectfully invite you instead to come forward
at the end of the service for a blessing by the priest and a piece of blessed bread (antidoron).

Watch Sunday services, which are streaming

QOur Mission & Vision Statements

The MISSION of St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Cathedral is to Proclaim the Gospel of Jesus
Christ in a Spirit of Unity and Love for All through Worship, Service, Education, Fellowship and
Outreach.

Our VISION is to be a Welcoming and Growing Parish, Striving to Live the New Life in Christ
according to the Teachings and Traditions of the Greek Orthedox Faith.

live from St Nicholas Cathedral at

www.stnickspgh.org/
and click on “Live Streaming Click Here.”

On-Line Giving donations are up and running on
our web page www.stnickspgh.org by clicking
the please donate button —
or you may access the donation page by visiting

https://abundant.co/stnickspgh/give
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THIS WEEK AT ST. NICHOLAS:

God grant him eternal rest.

TODAY:

“* A Trisagion Service is being chanted for the soul of the servant of God, and George (Yiorgos) Raftis (31 years). May

¢ Coffee hour is hosted today by GOYA in the Small Hall.
¢ Church School Christmas Pageant
% GOYA Girls Basketball Practice in the Large Hall

Monday, December 18, 2023:

Tuesday, December 19, 2023:
Wednesday, December 20, 2023:
Friday, December 22, 2023:
Saturday, December 23, 2023:
Sunday, December 24, 2023:
Monday, December 25, 2023:

Parish Council Meeting 6:30 p.m.

YAL Basketball 7:00 p.m.

6:30 p.m. Adult Greek School Classes

St. Ignatius of Antioch the God-Bearer Orthros 9:00 a.m., Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.
Royal Hours 10:00 a.m.

NO Greek School

Christmas Eve Vespers 4:30 p.m.

Christmas Day — The NATIVITY of OUR LORD

Orthros 9:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

MERRY CHRISTMAS (Church Office Closed)



SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2023 — 11th Sunday of Luke

Saints of the Day: Sunday of the Holy Forefathers; Daniel the Prophet & the Three Holy
Youths: Ananias, Azarias, & Misail; and St. Dionysius of Zakynthos

TODAY'S HYMNS AND READINGS

The Resurrection Hymn of the week in third mode is chanted for the Small Entrance:
Evpoawéotw ta obdvia, dyaAidobw i éntyewn, Gti émoinoe kodtog &v Poayiovt avton, 6
Kvpog émdmoe t@ Bavatw tov O&vatov: mEwTOTOKOS TV VEKQMV EYEVETO™ £k Koing &dov
£00V0ATO TUAGS, KAl TTXQETXE T KOOUW TO Héya EAgoc.
Let the heavens be glad. Let the earth rejoice exceedingly. For the Lord has shown strength with

his arm. He trampled death by death. He became the first-born of the dead. Out of the belly of Hades, He
has rescued us, and to the world He has granted the great mercy.

At the Small Entrance, the usual Entrance Hymn is chanted:
Following the Small Entrance, the Resurrection Hymn of the week in third mode is repeated (see above).

After this, we chant the hymn of the day (for the Forefathers) in second mode.

'Ev mioter toug Tgomatogag éducaiwoag, v &£ EOvav o avt@v TIQOUVIOTEVORLEVOS
ExxAnoiav. Kavxwvrar év 06&n ol Aylor, 611 €k oméouatos avt@v, DAQXEL KaQTog evrAenc, 1
aomoQwg tekoLad ge. Talc avtv tkeolaig, Xowoté 6 @edc, 000V TAGC Puxac fuwv.

By faith You justified the Forefathers, having through them betrothed to yourself the Church that
came out of the nations. The saints are boasting in glory; for the glorious fruit, the Virgin who without
seed gave birth to You, is from their progeny. At their entreaties, O Christ our God, save our souls.

We then chant the Apolytikion hymn for our patron, St. Nicholas, in fourth mode:
Kavova miotews kal eicova moadttog, éykoateing diddokaov, avédeléé oe M) TolpvT) ooU, 1)
TV TRaty ATV aAnBewr di ToUTo Ektriow Tf) TamevwoeL & DUNAG, ) mtwyeia T Aovow, TTateo
tegagxa NikoAae: moéofeve Xootd 1@ Oeq, owbnval tag Puxag uav.
The truth of things have revealed you to your flock as a rule of faith, an icon of meekness, and a
teacher of temperance; for this cause you have achieved the heights by humility, riches by poverty. O
Father and Hierarch Nicholas, intercede with Christ God that our souls be saved.

Finally, we chant the Festal Kontakion (for the Forefeast of the Nativity), in third mode:

H TagBévog orjuegov, tov mooawwviov Adyov, év ZnmAaiew €oxetal, Anoteketv amoddntwe.
Xogeve 1 oikovpévn dxovtiobeion, ddLacov petd Ayyédwv xal t@v owévov, BovAnBévra
groOnvay, Iawiov véov, Tov OO alwvwv Oedv.

On this day the Virgin comes to the cave to give birth to God the Word ineffably, Who was before
all the ages. Dance for joy, O earth, on hearing the gladsome tidings; with the Angels and the shepherds
now glorify Him Who is willing to be gazed on as a young Child Who before the ages is God.



Today’s Epistle Reading (Sunday of the Holy Forefathers):
The reading is from St. Paul’s Letter to the Colossians (3:4-11)

AdeAoi, dtay 6 XeLotog @avepwb), 1) Cwn Dpav, tote kail Dueic ovv avte avegwdrjoeade év 06L&,
Nexowoate ovv ta péAn i émi g yijs, mogvelav, drxabagoiav, m&bog, émbuuiav kaxrv, Kol v
nAgoveLiov 1)TIg £0TLY eldwAoAatoia, O & EQxeTar 1) 6pYT) ToL B0 érti Tog viovs Thg AnelBeinc: &v olg kal
Upeis megematioaté mote Gte éCNte év avtoic. Nuvi 8¢ dandBecBe wai Duelc & mavTa, 0oynv, Bupdy,
Kouciaov, PAaopnuiav, aloxgoAoylav & tov otdpatos D@y ur) hevdeoBe eig AAARAOUS, dmerduoduevor tov
MOV AvOQWTIOV TLV TS TIEAEEOLY AVTOD, Kotk EVOUTAMEVOLTOV VEOV TOV AVAKALVOVHEVOV €ig Eiyvawoty
KAt eiova Tov Kticavtog avtov, 6rov otk évi “EAANV kai Tovdaios, megutop) kai dgopuoTic, Bdopaoog,
ZivOng, dovAog, éAeBepog, AAAX T TidvTa Kl &v Taat XoLotog.

Brethren, when Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. Put to death
therefore what is earthly in you: fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry.
On account of these the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of disobedience. In these you once walked, when
you lived in them. But now put them all away; anger, wrath, malice, slander, and foul talk from your mouth. Do
not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old nature with its practices and have put on the new
nature, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator. Here there cannot be Greek and Jew,
circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free man, but Christ is all, and in all. [RSV]

Today’s Gospel Reading (11" Sunday of Luke):
The reading is from the Holy Gospel according to Luke (14:16-24)

Eimev 0 Kvowog v magaBoAt|v tattnv: AvOowndc tig énoinoe deimvov péya, kai ékdAeoe
TOAAODVS" Katl ATEOTEAE TOV DOVAOV aUTOD TH) QX TOD delmVoU eltelv Toig kekAnpévols EoxeaBe, HtL o
ETOLUG £0TL TIAVTA. KAL T)0EAVTO &1 piag maQauteiobat mavteg, 6 mE@TOG elmev abTqr dyodv 1ydoaon,
Kol Exw avayrny eEeABetv kal ety abToV £0wTd Tg, EXe pe magnTuévov. kai étegog elmer Lelyn Bo@v
Tyooaoa TEVTE, Kal TtogevopaL doKLATAL AUTA" E0WTQ U, EXE e TAQNTNUEVOV. Kal £TeQ0g elmte: yuvaika
EYNHA, KAl dLi TOUTO OV duvapaL EABELY. kat aQoryevouEevog 0 D0DAOS Eketvos Ay yetde T kvl adtoD
TabTa. TOTE 0QYLBELS O olodeaTOC Elmte TQ dOVAW avToD EEeADE TaXéw eig Thg MAaTelag Kal QUAS
NG TMOAEWG, KAL TOVG MTWXOUS Katl &vamr|ooug Katl XwAoUg kal tupAos elodyarye @de. kal elnev 6 dobAoc
KUQLE, YEYOVEV Wi EméTalac, kal éTLTomnog ati. kal elnev 6 KUglog meog tov dodAov: "EEeADe eic téc odoug
Kal poarypoue kal avdykaoov eloeAbely, tva yeputoBi) 6 oficdg pov. Aéyw yig Ouiv 8Tt 00deis TV Gvdomv
grxetvv TV KekAHEVWY Yevoetal pow tob detrtvou. TToAAol yag elot kAntol, 0Aiyol 8¢ exAextoi.

The Lord said this parable: "A man once gave a great banquet, and invited many; and at the time of the
banquet he sent his servant to say to those who had been invited, 'Come; for all is now ready.' But they all
alike began to make excuses. The first said to him, Thave bought a field, and T go out and see it; I pray you,
have me excused.’ And another said, Thave bought five yoke of oxen, and I must go to examine them; I pray
you, have me excused.' And another said, 'l have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.' So the servant
came and reported this to his master. Then the householder in anger said to his servant, 'Go out quickly to the
streets and lanes of the city, and bring in the poor and maimed and blind and lame.' And the servant said, 'Sir,
what you commanded has been done, and there is still room." And the master said to the servant, 'Go out to
the highways and hedges, and compel people to come in, that my house may be filled. For I tell you, none of
those men who were invited shall taste my banquet. For many are called, but few are chosen." [RSV]




20232024
Holiday Service
Schedule

2023

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 22:

e 10:00 A.M. ROYAL HOURS OF CHRISTMAS
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24 - CHRISTMAS EVE:

e 8:45 A.M. ORTHROS, 10:00 A.M. DIVINE LITURGY OF ST. JOHN
CHRYSOSTOM

e 4:30 P.M. GREAT VESPERS OF CHRISTMAS
MONDAY, DECEMBER 25 - NATIVITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST:

e 9:00 AM. FESTAL ORTHROS, 10:00 A.M. DIVINE LITURGY OF ST. BASIL
THE GREAT

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31:
e 8:45 AM. ORTHROS, 10:00 A.M. DIVINE LITURGY

2024

MONDAY, JANUARY 1 - NEW YEAR’S DAY, CIRCUMCISION OF OUR LORD,
FEAST OF BASIL THE GREAT:

e 9:00 A.M. ORTHROS, 10:00 A.M. DIVINE LITURGY OF ST. BASIL THE GREAT
FRIDAY, JANUARY 5:

e 10:00 A.M. ROYAL HOURS OF THEOPHANY

e 6:30 P.M. VESPERAL DIVINE LITURGY OF ST. BASIL THE GREAT,
FOLLOWED BY THE GREAT AGIASMOS
SATURDAY, JANUARY 6 - THEOPHANY:

e 9:00 A.M. FESTAL ORTHROS, 10:00 A.M. DIVINE LITURGY OF ST. JOHN
CHRYSOSTOM, FOLLOWED BY THE GREAT AGIASMOS




2023 Stewardship Pledge Cards are in the Narthex

(Just ask a member of Parish Council)

If you have already submitted your 2023 Stewardship Commitment, THANK YOU!
If not, please take the time to mar financial Stewardship Commitment today and
complete the talent portion of the card to enable OUR Community to grow and
carry on the mission of our faith.

HELP US REACH/ EXCEED OUR GOAL!!

$230,000 TE g GWW z E ’
= < Eucharistic 202 STEWARDSHIP
= = Stewardship Total Stewards | 286 (GOAL 300)
= = w105 Total Pledged $129,105.00
= e GOAL ($230,000.00)
—i E— Avg. Pledge $705.49

Goal = __Progress

YOUTH SAFETY WORKERS

Who is considered a Youth Safety Worker?

All Clergymen (Bishops/Priests/Deacons, both Active & Retired)

Pastoral Assistants & Youth Directors

People assisting, in any ministry, where the participants are under 18 years of age or in high school, whichever
is later.

Including Parish Youth Safety Administrators, Church School Teachers, Dance Directors, Greek School

Teachers, Youth Advisors (including Chaperones & Drivers) and Parish Council.
Even... Parents who occasionally help-out but are alone with other people’s children.

Each Youth Safety Worker is required to register yearly with the church.

Registration is available through the church office. In addition, all Youth Safety Workers are required to take two
courses (on-line training platform) annually and to complete a background check every other year.

Here is the website: Please register at https://nesrisk.org/goarch/. The first course, Youth Safety, has two parts. The
second course, Youth Worker Regulations, has one part. Prompt completion is necessary as one cannot participate in
any youth programs without being registered, having a background check, having PA state clearances, and
completing the two courses.

Those interested in becoming a Youth Safety Worker and have not started the process or need to determine what
documentation you need to complete, please contact Taki Darakos, edarakos(@aol.com, 412-944-4961.




GOYA NEWS

Pastitsio Sale - GOYA is selling delicious pans of pastitsio, just in time for your holiday meal or to give as a gift to friends
and family. Pick up today a frozen 9 by 13 pan of Pastitsio for $35.00 by stopping by the GOYA table. For more information
please contact Alea Melachrinos Mavrogeorgis via text 412-726-5940. Please identify who you are in a detailed message.
Checks can be made to St. Nicholas GOYA or cash is also acceptable. Thank you for supporting our fundraiser.

Christmas Chocolate Sale - Sarris orders are available for pick up today. Stop by the GOYA table to pick up your chocolate.
Thank you for supporting our fundraising efforts.

There is still time to order Sarris and support the GOYA holiday fundraiser. Although we have completed taking orders in
persen, you can order directly online through December 15. Click on:

(h_ttgs,:,/[www.sarri_scandiesfundraising.com/VIEWBYCATEGORY.aspx?id=VA) and enter Group ID 10-
2873 to begin shopping. Items can be shipped directly to you or to someone else, if you would like to send a
gift.

From the Church School Desk!

TODAY, the Church School children will present their Church School Christmas Pageant, under the
direction of Joanna Darakos and Aimee Walker. Break a leg Baby Jesus, Mary, Joseph and the rest of the cast!

St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Cathedral Church School is preparing for their
Holiday Outreach Project:

We are looking for hats, mittens, scarves, gloves, etc. for Neighborhood Resilience Project’'s “"Project
Bundle-up” to decorate our tree. Many thanks in advance for your warm winter accessories and teaching the children the
gift of giving.

I appreciate the support from all of you and thanks for sharing your children with us every Sunday!

Yours in Christ
Miss Michelle

[ ———=- e i —

2024 Food Festival Preparations

Preparations begin again as we welcome in the New Year.

Spanakopita Sunday, January 7 after Church till 4:00 pm
Monday, Jan. 8, 9:00 am continuously till
8:00pm, Evening Cooking,

Jan. 9, and 10, 9:00 — 4:00
Possibly Thursday, Jan. 11, 9:00 am

Souzoukakia Friday and Saturday, January 20, 21,
9:00 to 4:00
Sunday, Jan. 22, After Church till 4:00
Koulourakia Saturday,January 27, 9:00 to 4:00

All help is greatly appreciated as we tackle some "big time" items. Because of its popularity, our target for
Spanakopita is over 400 pans.
The full cooking schedule can be found on the counter in the Narthex.
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Llony To. Yod.in the hidkurt, and on
carthki prace, good will toward men.

Choral Concert

Featuring

The Byzantine Choir
of the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Pittsburgh

and

The St. Elijah Serbian Orthodox Church Choir

singing sacred a cappella choral music from the Byzantine
and Slavic traditions to celebrate the Nativity season.

Saturday, December 23

St. Elijah Serbian Orthodox Church
2200 Main Street

Aliquippa, PA

5 pm - Vespers

6 pm - Concert

Light Refreshments to follow

Free admission, non-perishable items
accepted for donation




DECEMBER 2023

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
11" Sunday Parish Council Adult Greek Classes St. Ignatius Royal Hours No Greek School
of Meeting 6:30 p.m, of Antioch, 10:00 a.m.
Luke 6:30 p.m. the God-Bearer
Orthros
Orthros YAL Basletball 9:00 a.m.
845 am. 7:00 pm. Divine Liturgy
Divine Liturgy 10:00 am.
10:00 a.m.
Christmas Pageant
Girls GOYA BB
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
Sunday before Nativity CHRISTMAS DAY Clhureh Office Closed Wedding Nao Greek Sehool
Orthros
8:45 am. The
Divine Liturgy NATIVITY
10:00 am of
OUR LORD
No Church School)
Orthros
Christmas Eve 9:00 am.
Vespers Divine Liturgy
4:30 pm 10:00 a.m.
Church Office Closed
31
Sunday after Nativity
Orthros
8:45 am.
Divine Liturgy
10:00 a.m.

(No Cluirch School)




