FEBRUARY 5, 2023 — 16" SUNDAY OF LUKE (The Publican and the Pharisee)

Ss. Agatha the Martyr & Polyeuktos, Patriarch of Constantinople

Tone 1 Orthros Gospel 1

WELCOME TO ST. NICHOLAS CATHEDRAL!
VISIT www.stnickspgh.org TODAY for news and updates about our parish!
CLERGY: Rev. Fr. Christopher Bender and Rev. Dn. Robert Lykos

Father’s Cell & Email: 724-630-3483; frchbender@verizon.net
PROTOPSALTIS: Amy Hogg

CHANTER: Steve Andrews

CHOIR DIRECTOR: Steve Andrews

ORGANIST: Roseanne Yu

Questions about our Parish? Email church@stnickspgh.org or call 412-682-3866
Qur Sunday worship schedule: Sept 11 - May 31: Orthros 8:45 a.m. & Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

WELCOME, VISITORS! You are honored guests here at St. Nicholas Cathedral and welcome at all our services. We invite you
to receive the Holy Eucharist (Communion) if you are an Orthodox Christian who has prepared yourself through fasting, prayer,
and confession. If you are not Orthodox, or are Orthodox but have not prepared, we respectfully invite you instead to come
forward at the end of the service for a blessing by the priest and a piece of blessed bread (antidoron).

Watch Sunday services, which are still
streaming live from St Nicholas Cathedral
at www.stnickspgh.org/ and click on

Qur Mission & Vision Statements “Live Streaming Click Here.”

The MISSION of St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Cathedral is to Proclaim the Gospel of Jesus

Christ in a Spirit of Unity and Love for All through Worship, Service, Education, Fellowship and On-Line Giving donations are up and

Outreach. running on our weh page
. ; ! ; o 3 Lhles ! www.stnickspgh.org by clicking please
Our VISION is to be a Welcoming and Growing Parish, Striving to Live the New Life in Christ donate button - or you may access the

according to the Teachings and Traditions of the Greek Orthodox Faith.

donation page by using
hitps://abundant.co/stnickspgh/give

TODAYS MEMORIAL & TRISAGION SERVICE is being chanted for the souls of the servants of God Becky
Viahoulis (40 days), Anna & Andrea Koumbaridou (2 years), and Karl Florence (1 year).

Greek School is holding a Trisagion in memory of Paraskevi Mavrogeorgis(1997), Vasilis Krinis(1997), Rudolph
Athanasios Agraphiotis(1952), Vasiliki Bellios(2015), Harry Constandy(1961), Helen Hampers(2014), George
Hazinas(2013), Ismene Kephaloyiannis(2013), John Sevilles(2002), George Thomas(1998), Angelo Tsourekis(2001),
Peter Clyde Papadakos (2022).

PLEASE JOIN US for coffee and fellowship following services in the Large Hall hosted by Parish Council and
sponsored by the families of Becky Vlahoulis and Anna & Andrea Koumbaridou.

TODAY: Greek School Celebration of the 3 Hierarchs & Greek Letters & Bake Sale
THIS WEEK AT ST. NICHOLAS

o Tuesday, Feb 7, 2023: GOYA BOYS Basketball 7:00 p.m.
« Wednesday, Feb 8, 2023: GOYA GIRLS Basketball 7:00 p.m.
o Saturday, Feb 11, 2023: Greek School 10:00 a.m.

« Sunday, Feb 12, 2023: “Teaching Liturgy”

PARISH COUNCIL IS LOOKING FOR ONE (1) ADDITIONAL MEMBER.
IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN JOINING, PLEASE CONTACT PARISH COUNCIL PRESIDENT,
MICHELLE KOTSAGRELOS (MMKS8317@HOTMAIL.COM OR 412.680.1416).



FEBRUARY 5, 2023 — 16" SUNDAY OF LUKE (The Publican and the Pharisee)

Ss. Agatha the Martyr & Polyeuktos, Patriarch of Constantinople

Tone 1 Orthros Gospel 1

SPECIAL HYMNS AND READINGS

The version of the refrain for the Second Antiphon, “Save us, O Son of God” is that which was mandated
for the Feastday of the Presentation of Christ, which is still being commemorated:
Ydoov Nudc Yie @eod, 6 év dykdAoug tod Awaiov Save us O Son of God, who were held in the arms
Yupeav Poaotaydeig, PadAioviag oo, AAAnAovic. Of the righteous Simeon, we sing to you Alleluia.

As the clergy exit the Altar the apolytikion for the Presentation of Christ (Feb. 2) is chanted:
Xoipe kexapitwpévn Qeotoke [opBéve: €k ool Lady full of grace, rejoice, O Virgin Theotokos, for
yap avéteikev 6 "HAlog tiig Sikaoovvng, Xpiotdg ¢ Christ our God, the Sun of righteousness has risen
Oedg bV, pwtilwv Tovg v okdtel. EvPpaivov  from you and He illumined those in darkness. And
xod ob [TpecPota Sikoue, Segdpevog v dykdAaig  you, righteous Elder, be glad in heart, receiving in
oV EAeuBepwTiv TdV YPuydv Nudv, yapilopevov  your embrace the One who liberates our souls and
Muiv kod TV AvaoTooLy. bestows on us the Resurrection.

Then, the usual Eisodikon (Entrance Hymn) is heard:
Agbte mpookuvijowpev kai mpoomécwiev Xpiotd. Come let us worship and fall down before Christ.
Zdoov Mg Yie Oeod, 6 dvaotig £k vekpdv, Save us O Son of God, who arose from the dead.
Vé&AAovrdg oot AAAnAovia. We sing to you, Alleluia.

Next is the Resurrection Apolytikion in 1 Tone:

Tod AiBov adpaytodévrog vrd thv Tovdaiwy, kai
oTPATIWTAY GUANCTOVTWY TO (YpaAVTOV GOV OB,
GVECTNG TPUHEPOG ZwTip, Swpovpevog T kOoU®
™V {wnv. At TobTo ai Auvapelg tdv odpovidv EBowv
ool Zwodoto: A6&a tfj dvaotioel oov Xplote, d6&a
Tf] Paoireiq cou, d6&a tij oikovopia cov, pove
DLAGVOpwTE.

The stone had been secured with a seal by the
Judeans, and a guard of soldiers was watching
Your immaculate body. You rose on the third day,
O Lord and Savior, granting life unto the world.
For this reason were the powers of heaven crying
out to You, O Life-giver, "Glory to Your Resurrec-
tion, O Christ! Glory to Your kingdom! Glory to
Your dispensation, only One who loves mankind!"

And then we hear the Apolytikion for our Patron saint, Nicholas the Wonderworker of Myra
Nicholas of Myra the Wonderworker: Kavova miotewg kod eikdéva tpadtntog, sykpateiog Aiddokaioy,
avédei&é oe tij moipvy oov, 1) TV mpaypdTwy dANOeie St TobTo éktiiow Tf| TamevdoEL Ti VYA, T
nrwyele td mAovola, ITatep Tepapya NikdAae: mpéofBeve Xplotd th Oed, owbijval tog Yuydg fudy.
The truth of things has revealed you to your flock as a rule of faith, an icon of meekness, and a teacher
of temperance; for this cause you have achieved the heights by humility, riches by poverty. O Father
and Hierarch Nicholas, intercede with Christ God that our souls be saved.

Finally, we hear the Kontakion for the Feastday of the Presentation:
O prrpay mapBevikiy ayloog t@ ok oov, ko xeipag Tod Zupedv evroyfoag dg Enpene, mpodBacac wod
viv Eowoag Mpdg Xploté 6 @edg. AAA™ giprivevcov Ev moAépolg o moAltevpa, ki kpoataiwoov BaciAelg
odg Nyannoog, 6 povog GLAdvOpwmog.




Epistle: 2 Timothy 3:10-15. Timothy, my son, you have observed my teaching, my conduct, my aim in life, my faith, my
patience, my love, my steadfastness, my persecutions, my sufferings, what befell meat Antioch, at Iconion, and at
Lystra, what persecutions I endured; yet from them all the Lord rescued me. Indeed all who desire to live a godly life in
Christ Jesus will be persecuted, while evil men and impostors will go on from bad to worse, deceivers and deceived. But
as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned it and how
from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings which are able to instruct you for salvation through
faith in Christ Jesus. [RSV]

Gospel: Luke 18:10-14. The Lord said this parable, "Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the
other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, 'God, I thank you that I am not like other men,
extortionists, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week, I give tithes of all that I get.' But the
tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, 'God, be merciful to
me a sinner!' [ tell you, this

man went down to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but he
who humbles himself will be exalted." [RSV

2023 Stewardship Pledge Cards are in the Narthex
(Just ask a member of Parish Council)

If you have already submitted your 2023 Stewardship Commitment, THANK YOU! If not,
please take the time to mar financial Stewardship Commitment today and complete the
talent portion of the card to enable OUR Community to grow and carry on the mission of
our faith.

HWELP US REACH/ EXCEED OURR GOAL!!

$230,000 — — GWWM
= = Eugharistl 202 STEWARDSHIP
= =- Stewardship Total Stewards | 123 (GOAL 300)
= = Total Pledged $71,916.00
= = GOAL ($230,000.00)
—i é_ 71915 Avg. Pledge $773.29

Goal Progress

I FUNDRAISING ARICK




Feast Day
of the

Three Hierarchs & Greek Letters

Sunday, February 5%

and

On Sunday, February 5%, St. Nicholas Greek School will hold its Annual
Celebration of the Three Hierarchs and Greek Letters with a Trisagion,
an Artoclasia, recognition to those who successfully passed National
or International proficiency exams, and a small presentation.

The Annual Greek School Bake Sale will follow during coffee hour.

Please join us and support our Greek Language Program.



ST. NICHOLAS CATHEDRAL “TEACHING LITURGY”
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2023

ATTENTION ALL PARISHIONERS: PLEASE TAKE NOTE!

As we continue to praise and thank God for the opportunity we have been given to return to our
traditional place of worship: our beautiful and historic Sanctuary, we are now ready to offer an
opportunity to our entire community — beginning with (but not ending with) our beloved children
— to learn more about what really happens during the Divine Liturgy, and why. On Sunday,
February 12, we will celebrate what is called a “Teaching Liturgy.”

This is the first time in many years that this event has been offered at St. Nick’s. It does not take
the place of the Divine Liturgy. Rather, it consists of short explanatory commentaries added to
the service at various points that are intended to describe what the celebrant (usually the parish
priest) is doing at that moment, and why. Each time this happens it will of course require a pause
in the service; but, it should not prolong the total time for the Liturgy by too much, since the
commentary takes the place of the sermon.

Please send all children up to the pews in the front so they can see and hear what is happening. 1
will stand on the Solea (outside the Altar) for the bulk of the service, so that they can gather
around, if they wish.

I know that it is common practice for us Greeks to routinely come late to every service — and
especially to the Sunday morning Divine Liturgy. I respectfully ask you to be on time —
particularly if there are children in your family — so that all of you can benefit from the entire
presentation and subsequently be able to discuss what you have learned at home and answer
questions. Ideally, it would be best to come fifteen minutes early (at 9:45 a.m.), so that I can
offer a summary of what happens during the preparation of the Gifts before the Divine Liturgy
begins. In any case, please don’t be later than 10:00 a.m. — especially if you have children!

[ also encourage you to write down any questions which remain unanswered, or that you
personally have, and submit them to me via the Church Office. I will then address as many as
possible at some point in a future sermon.

Also, one more thing: please come prepared to receive Holy Communion. As you may already
know, this is the first week of the pre-Lenten period, during which we are mandated NOT TO
FAST. So, you may eat whatever you like all week, and still take Holy Communion on Sunday,
February 12. Just refrain from eating breakfast on Sunday morning if you intend to receive,
unless you have a legitimate need to eat due to health, age (very young, or very old), or infirmity
— so that the first thing to enter your stomach with be Christ’s Body and Blood (Holy
Communion). I look forward to seeing you on the twelfth!

With love in Christ,
Fr. Christopher Bender



Join Us for The Annual

Viahokerasiotiki
Makaronada Dinner & Dance

Sunday, February 19th

St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Cathedral
419 S. Dithridge Street

Dinner Followed by Music

Cocktails 6:00 p.m.
Dinner 7:00 p.m.

Adults — $35.00
Children 12 and under — $15.00
Children 3 and under — Free
Pan of Makaronia To Go — $20.00

All proceeds will be matched by the Society and donated to the
St. Nicholas Cathedral ceiling restoration fund!

For reservations, please contact Nikki Velisaris Lykos by February 12th
phone: 412-897-8208  e-mail: nvlykos@gmail.com

Name: PHONE:

Adults Children 12 and under Children 3 and under

Pans of Makaronia To Go

Make checks payable to Manthyrea Educational Society and mail to:

Nikki Velisaris Lykos
1512 La Salle Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15216



From the Church School Desk!

16 hats, 16 pairs of gloves and 12 scarves were delivered to the Neighborhood Resilience
Project for their Project Bundle-up. Thanks to all who contributed to this worthwhile
cause.

There will be a Teaching Liturgy Sunday, February 12, 2023. Father will be stopping
throughout the Liturgy to explain what and why certain things are done. This will replace
Church School, so please come early and have your children sit in front with their
teachers,

The St. Nicholas Church School teachers, staff and students want to wish our GOYANs
(and Church School students) Good Luck at their upcoming GOYA Basketball
Tournaments (we are hosting) February 17-19, 2023.

Church School students in grades 712" can learn more about their faith and participate
in the St. Nicholas Oratorical Festival that will be held in March 2023. For more
information, please contact Chairman Eve Elsen at 412-580-9415 or
eve.m.elsen@gmail.com.

Sunday, March 5, 2023, the Church School students will participate in the Sunday of
Orthodoxy Icon Procession with their favorite icon!

St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Cathedral’s Church School Open House will be
Sunday, March 19, 2023, where parents and grandparents attend Church School to see
firsthand what their children are learning.

[ appreciate the support from all of you and thanks for sharing your children with us
every Sunday!
Yours in Christ,

Miss Michelle



St. Nicholas
Oratorical Festival
March 2023

For more information, please contact
Chairman Eve Elsen
at 412-580-9415 or eve.m.elsen@gmail.com
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Church School Students:
Please bring an icon
Sunday, March 5, 2023
for the
Sunday of Orthodoxy
Icon Procession

Church School Students
Teaching Liturgy

Reidil

Sunday, March 12, 2023



St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Cathedral
Church School Open House

Sunday, March 19, 2023

Join your Child or Grandchild for Church

Worship, Holy Communion & Church School!



Food Festival Cooking, 2023

Food Festival Preparations. Sweets to the Sweet... With Valentine's Day right around the corner, next
Saturday, Sunday and Monday is a sweet-filled weekend with the preparation of both Finikia and Pasta
Flora. Join the hustle and bustle of our kitchen next Saturday, February 11 for Finikia and then Sunday and

Monday, February 12 and 13, for Pasta Flora. With a lot of hands, the job gets done!

Finikia Saturday, February 11, 9:00 — 4:00pm
Sunday, Feb. 12, 12 noon to 4:00

Pasta Flora Monday, February 13, 9:00 to 4:00
Thursday, Friday and Saturday, Feb. 23,

Pastitsio 24 and 25, 9:00 am — 4:00pm

GOYA NEWS

Dear St. Nicholas Parishioners,

The GOYA is thrilled to be hosting a Metropolis Basketball Tournament at our church this year. We are hoping that
you will consider placing an advertisement in our tournament book, to help support our youth. Given the escalating
costs of hosting these tournaments, the Tournament Program Book contributes greatly to the essential revenue needed as
part of our overall cost raising efforts.

The tournament will be held the weekend of February 17-19, 2023, and we are expecting over 500 people from across
PA and OH to attend! The program book serves as a great way to advertise local businesses and recognize our
GOYANS.

Enclosed you will find our submission form, which has all the information you need to place the ad. The deadline for
advertisements is February 6th. If you have any questions or need additional information, please feel free to contact me
at (412) 915-7838.

Thank you for your consideration and support!

Sincerely,

Maria Coutris

Pastitsio Sale - GOYA is selling their annual frozen 9 by 13 pans of Pastitsio for $35.00. Please stop by the GOYA
table to purchase. For Pastitsio pickups, call the church office or contact Alea Melacrinos Mavrogeorgis via text 412-
726-5940. Please identify who you are in a detailed message. Checks can be made to St. Nicholas GOYA or cash is also
acceptable.



TOURNAMENT PROGRAM BOOK
SUBMISSION FORM

GOYA METROPOLIS BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT
FEBRUARY 17-19, 2023
HOSTED BY:
ST. NICHOLAS GREEK ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL
PITTSBURGH, PA

Please support our youth by placing an ad in the tournament book. Advertisements may include
business as well as personal wishes to the groups and/or individual players.
Please check your choice below.

All ads are BLACK & WHITE, no color options:

__ Centerfold $250.00
_ FullPage (5% X 8 %) $150.00
__ Half Page (5% X 4 14) $100.00
__ 1/4Page (2% X 4 14) $60.00
__Line sponsor (maximum of 60 characters/line) $30.00

One photo may be included in FULL or HALF page ads (MUST BE .jpg format)
Additional photos are $5.00 each.

Ads may be submitted in hard copy or through email by FEBRUARY 6"

Maria Coutris EMAIL: mvcoutris@gmail.com
8551 lvy Hill Drive #9
Poland, OH 44514

Please make checks payable to: St. Nicholas GOYA (mail to address above)

If you have questions, please call: (412)915-7838

Name:
Address:
Phone number:

Email:

Thank you for your continued support!



(Name )

ST. NICHOLAS GREEK ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL
NAMES FOR SATURDAYS OF THE SOULS 2023

(February 18, 25, March 4)
“Again, we pray for the repose of the souls of the departed servants of God . . . and for the
forgiveness of all their sins, both voluntary and involuntary.”
(Please note: First names only; use complete baptismal name, if known -Greek or English
Orthodox Christians
FIRST NAMES ONLY

Others




Theophany & the Blessing of the Waters

“WHAT IS THEOPHANY?” Every year on January 5 & 6 we celebrate the great feastday of the Theophany of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. The Baptism of Christ in the River Jordan by St. John the Baptist presents us with a
great mystery of God: “He who is the Master of all is baptized by a servant, and He gives mankind cleansing through
water."

“WHAT IS A HOUSE BLESSING?” In celebration of Theophany, Orthodox Christians invite Christ not only into their
hearts, but also their homes. We call upon Him to bring the blessings and spiritual cleansing of the Jordan into our
daily lives. We do this each year by having the priest bless our homes with the Holy Water from the service of
Theophany, offering prayers for our health, our family, and the Lord's abundant blessings in the coming year.

“WHAT DO | NEED TO DO?” When Fr. Christopher visits, please have ready: 1) a list of names of your family
members, 2) an icon. He will begin the service in the dining room or in the area of your home where you keep your
icons, and then he will ask you to guide him around the house so that he may sprinkle the Holy Water throughout it.
During the service, please turn off televisions, radios, etc., and silence your cell phones, so that full concentration
may be given to the service.

“WHAT ABOUT BUSINESSES?” You may also request a blessing for your office or business. What better way to
offer thanks to the Lord for your livelihood which He provides and to ask for His continued blessings upon it?

BLESSING OF HOMES: After the Holy Water Service on January 6, Fr. Christopher will begin blessing the homes
of our parish with holy water. This year he will be blessing homes by appointment from January 6 on.

IN ORDER TO HAVE YOUR HOUSE BLESSED, please fill out this form and return it to the church office. If
you are mailing it, please address it to Fr. Christopher and mark it ATTN: HOUSE BLESSING. He will call you
to schedule a time for your house blessing.

You may also call Father Bender at (724) 630-3483

Name:

Telephone:

Address:
PREFERRED TIME OF VISIT: Morning Afternoon Evening
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Cathedral Restoration Project

Donation and Pledge Form

Donor Name

Address

E-mail

Total Amount Pledged

Payment Options

Paid in Full

Initial Payment Your plan for additional payments

Donations can be by check or made on-line with credit card. From the St. Nicholas web site,
v stnickspeh org, go to the “Giving” tab and click the “Donate” pull-down. This will transfer you to
the on-line giving form. Select Ceiling Fund on the Fund pull down menu.

A construction board with signatures of all donors will be installed as part of the new ceiling. All donor
family members can sign it. The board will be available at the church from mid-November through the
end of December.

Engraved commemorative pavers are also available at the sizes below. These pavers will be added to
the granite circle in our green space. Please indicate if you are interested in a paver and you will be
provided with additional information.

8" x 4” Paver at 51,250
8" x 8" Paver at 52,500
12" x 12" Granite at 55,000 (pieces that make up the center cross)

42" x 15" Exterior Granite Ring at $25,000 (pieces on either side of the Bible verse)



FEBRUAY 2023

Assembly

6 p.m.

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
5 6 B 9 10 11
Sunday of Publican &
Pharisee GOYA GOYA Greek School
BOYS GIRLS 10 a.m.
Orthros 8:45 am Basketball Basketball
Divine Liturgy 7:00 p.m. 7:00 p.m.
10:00 a.m.
12 Sunday of Prodigal 13 14 15 16 17 18 Greek School
Son GOYA GOYA 10 a.m.
BOYS GIRLS
Orthros 8:45 am Basketball Basketball St. Nick’s HOSTS Final GOYA
Divine Liturgy 7:00 p.m 7:00 p.m. Basketball Tournament of this School
10:00 a.m. Year, It will be gigantic! Volunteers
are requested to help!
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
NOTE TIME 1¥ Saturday
CHANGES Parish Council of the Souls
Last Judgement Meeting Orthros 9 a.m,
(Meatfare) Sunday 6:30 p.m. Divine Liturgy
Orthros 8:30 am 10 a.m.
Divine Liturgy
9:30 a.m. Father will be
. available for
Tournament pa!'nclpants Su¢rament of
all allen(}ee:levr:wes and Confession following
first at end seryaes:
Greek School
Vlachokerasiotiko 10 a.m.
Apokreatiko Glendi
(Dinner Dance) 6:00 pm.
(Last day to eat meat
before Lent.)
26 27 28 MARCH 1 2 3 4
Forgiveness Sunday KabBupi Aevrépa 2™ Saturday of the
Orthros 8:45 am — Clean Monday. Presanctified First Souls
Divine Liturgy GREAT LENT Liturgy 6 p.m. Salutations Orthros 9 a.m,
10:00 a.m, BEGINS. Service, 7 p.m. Divine Liturgy 10
(Also called Cheesefare (STRICT FAST am.
Sunday) ALL WEEK.)
General Great Compline Greek School
10 am




