November 20, 2022 — 9* Sunday of Luke

Forefeast of the Entrance of the Theotokos into the Temple; St. Gregory of Decapolis

Plagal Second Mode Orthros Gospel 1

WELCOME TO ST. NICHOLAS CATHEDRAL!
VISIT www.stnickspgh.org TODAY for news and updates about our parish!
CLERGY: Rev. Fr. Christopher Bender and Rev. Dn. Robert Lykos
Father’s Cell & Email: 724-630-3483; frchbender@verizon.net
PROTOPSALTIS: Amy Hogg
CHANTER: Steve Andrews
CHOIR DIRECTOR: Steve Andrews
ORGANIST: Roseanne Yu

Questions about our Parish? Email church@stnickspgh.org or call 412-682-3866
Our Sunday worship schedule: Sept 11 - May 31: Orthros 8:45 a.m. & Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

WELCOME, VISITORS! You are honored guests here at St. Nicholas Cathedral and welcome at all our services. We invite you
to receive the Holy Eucharist (Communion) if you are an Orthodox Christian who has prepared yourself through fasting, prayer,
and confession. If you are not Orthodox, or are Orthodox but have not prepared, we respectfully invite you instead to come
forward at the end of the service for a blessing by the priest and a piece of blessed bread (antidoron).

Watch Sunday services, which are still
streaming live from St Nicholas Cathedral

at www.stnickspgh.org/ and click on

Our Mission & Vision Statements “Live Streaming Click Here.”
The MISSION of St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Cathedral is to Proclaim the Gospel of Jesus On-Line Giving donati d
Christ in a Spirit of Unity and Love for All through Worship, Service, Education, Fellowship and n-Hne'tiving donatiens-are up an

Outreach. running on our web page
www.stnickspgh.org by clicking please
donate button - or you may access the
donation page by using
https:/abundant.co/stnickspeh/give

Our VISION is to be a Welcoming and Growing Parish, Striving to Live the New Life in Christ
according to the Teachings and Traditions of the Greek Orthodox Faith.

TODAYS TRISAGION SERVICE is being chanted for the souls of the servants of God Georgia Krelis (7 months),
George P. Krelis (47 years), Argyro (Anna) Krelis (18 years), Michael W. Bennett (16 years), Andreas Savvas
Constantinides (49 years), and Eugenia Pagonis Constantinides (41 years)

OUR DEEPEST CONDOLENCES TO the family of Dr. Anthony Gialamas who passed away on Sunday,
November 12, 2022. Visitation today at Freyvogels Funeral Home: 2:00 p.m. — 5:00 p.m. (Trisagion at 5:00 p.m.)
and Visitation & Funeral on Monday, November 21* at Dormition of the Holy Theotokos Church in Oakmont
10:30 a.m. — 11:00 a.m. (Funeral at 11:00 a.m.).

PLEASE JOIN US for coffee and fellowship following services in the Large Hall hosted by GOYA and sponsored
by Marion Constantinides Bennett.

TODAY: GARDEN CL.UB MEETING

THIS WEEK AT ST. NICHOLAS

¢ Monday, Nov. 21, 2022: Funeral at Oakmont Church for Dr. Anthony Gialamas
Parish Council Meeting 7
e Tuesday, Nov 22, 2022: GOYA BOYS Basketball 7:00 p.m.

e  Wednesday, Nov. 23,2022: GOYA GIRLS Basketball 7:00 p.m.
e Thursday, Nov. 24, 2022: HAPPY THANKSGIVING - Church Office Closed



November 20, 2022 - 9t Sunday of Luke

Forefeast of the Entrance of the Theotokos into the Temple; St. Gregory of Decapolis

Plagal Second Mode Orthros Gospel 1

TODAY’S SPECIAL HYMNS AND READINGS:

First to be heard at the Small Entrance is the Resurrection Hymn in this week’s Mode (Plagal Second):

AyyeAucad Suvapels émi T pvijud cov, ki oi puAdooovteq drevekpdbnoay, ked lotato Mapix év té téda, {nrodou
O Gxpavrov oov odpe. EokbAevoag tov Adny, i mepacbelq 0m’ ahtod, vmivenoag tfj [MapOéve, Swpobdpevoc tv
Qwtjv, 6 Gvaotag £k TV vekpdv, Kbpie 6¢a oor. When the angelic powers appeared at Your grave, the soldiers
guarding it feared and became as dead. And standing by the sepulcher was Mary who was seeking Your
immaculate body. You devastated Hades, not afflicted by it. You went to meet the Virgin, and granted eternal life.
You resurrected from the dead. O Lord, glory to You. [SD]

Next, the clergy chant the Entrance Hymn as they stand facing the Altar at the Small Entrance: Aebte
pookuviiowley ki tpoanécwpey Xplotd. Zdcov Nudg Yie @eod, 6 dvaotig tk vekpdv, PaAlovrég ool, AAAnAovia.
Come, let us worship and bow down before Christ. Save us, O Son of God, risen from the dead. We sing to You,
Alleluia.

This is followed by the special hymn for the Forefeast of the Entrance of the Theotokos: Xapav mpopvioteveta,
arpepov Avva iy, tig Admng avribetov, kapmov fAactioaoa, Ty pévnv Aeinapbevov: fiv mep 81 ked mpoadyet,
TG evxag exmAnpodon, ofjpepov ynBopévn, Td Nad tob Kupiov, dg Svrwg vaov tob O=od Adyov, ked Mntépa dyvijv.
Today righteous Anna solicits joy for us all, the opposite of pain and sorrow, having brought forth her fruit, the
only ever-virgin Maid; and today in fulfillment of her prayer and her promise, to the Temple of the Lord she
joyfully leads her who is truly the temple and pure Mother of God the Word. [SD]

The Apolytikion for St. Nicholas, our Patron, is heard next: Kovéve miotewg ked eikéva mpadtntoc, dykporeiog
Aidéoxadov, avédei&e ae ti) moipvy cov, 1| tdv mpaypdrwy GAnBel St Tolto Ektjow Tf Tamevhoet T HYNAL, Tij
mrwyeig th mAodoi, [Tatep Tepapya NikoAae: mpéoPeve Xplotd @ Oed, owbijvau tég Yuydg qudv. The truth of
things has revealed you to your flock as a rule of faith, an icon of meekness, and a teacher of temperance; for this
cause you have achieved the heights by humility, riches by poverty. O Father and Hierarch Nicholas, intercede
with Christ God that our souls be saved.

Finally, the Kontakion for the Forefeast is chanted: Evppoaivng orjpepov, 1) olkoupévn, nAnpddn draoa,
gv ) evonpe Eopti, g @eotokou kpavydfovaa: Altn vmapyel, oxnvi| €émoupaviog. On this day the
whole wide world is filled completely with great joy and merriment on the occasion of the feast of the
Theotokos and cries aloud: "She is the heavenly tabernacle indeed." [sp]

TODAY'S EPISTLE: Ephesians 2:4-10. ASeAdoi, 6 ®@edg mAovaiog dv &v éAéel, Sttt Tv moAARY drydmnv
avtod fjv fiydmnoey NG, ked dvrag MpudG vexpog toig mapantdpacty cuvelwomnoinoev @ Xpiotd: yapiri
£0TE oECMOpEVOL Kad cuVIlyelpev kol ouvekdBioev év Toig Emoupaviolg év Xplotd Inood, tva éveinran v
to1g aiddol Toig Emepyopévolg tov depPaAiovra mAobtov Tiig xapitog adtod év xpnoTtdTnTL &d’ Hdc &v
Xpiotd Incod. Tr yop xapiri £ote oeceopévol Sii Thg mioTew: kad toito ovk &€ Vpdv, Ood to SHpov:
ovk £§ Epywy, tver i Tig koot Avtod yap opev moinpa, ktiobévreg év Xplotd Tnood émi Epyolg
ayaBoig olg mpontoi-pacev 6 Aedg tva év aTOIC TEPITATHOWEY.

Brethren, God who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us, even when we
were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),
and raised us up with him, and made us sit with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, that in the
coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.
For by grace you have been saved through faith; and this is not your own doing, it is the gift of God: not
because of works, lest any man should boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for
good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. [rsv]




TODAY’S GOSPEL READING: LUKE 12:16-21. Einev 6 Kopiog v mapaBoriy tedtnv: AvBpdov Tivog
mAouaiov eddpopnoey 1 xdpe ked SieAoyileto év fowtd Aéywv: Ti monjow, 8Tt ovK Exw oD GUVEEW TOLE
KopTog pov; kad eime’ TolTo momow: KHBeA® Hou tag arobnrag kai peifovag oikodopnow, kod cuvaéw
EKel VTR T YEVVIUATE pov kod Ta dyodd. Hov, Kkai Epd T Yuxf pov: Yux, Exels moAAL Gy keipeva eig
£t mOAAG: Gvatadou, daye, e, eddpaivou. elme 8¢ avtd 6 Oedg: dpov, ety Tf VUKTL THY Puyiv Gov
aroutodoty and cod: i 8¢ nroipacag tivi Eotat; oitwg 6 Bnoaupilwv Eavtd kai pi ei¢ Oedv TAOUTMY.
Tadto Adywv Epdver O Exwv OTa dKoveLY, (KOVETW.

The Lord said this parable: "The land of a rich man brought forth plentifully; and he thought to
himself, "What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?' And he said, 'I will do this: I will pull
down my barns, and build larger ones; and there I will store all my grain and my goods. And I will say to
my soul, 'Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; take your ease, eat, drink, be merry." But
God said to him, 'Fool! This night your soul is required of you; and the things you have prepared, whose
will they be?’ So is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God." As he said these
things, he cried out: "He who has ears to hear, let him hear." [rsv]

2022 Stewardship Pledge Cards are in the Narthex
(Just ask a member of Parish Council)

If you have already submitted your 2022 Stewardship Commitment, THANK YOU! If not,
please take the time to mar financial Stewardship Commitment today and complete the
talent portion of the card to enable OUR Community to grow and carry on the mission of
our faith.

HELP US REACH/ EXCEED OUR GOAL!!

Our Church. Our

$225,000

= =. Spiritual Home 2022 STEWARDSHIP
= = Total Stewards | 278 (GOAL 300)
;g = suos Total Pledged $143,624.00

= = GOAL ($225,000.00)
—i g— Avg. Pledge $736.53

Goal Progress

w
5

GARDEN CLUB NEWS

The St. Nicholas Garden Club
TODAY!
All are welcomed!




SIXTY CLUB
Reminder #1

SMYRNA
Tuesday, December 8 - 7:00 p.m.
AMC Theaters, Waterfront
For reservations and payment of $14.41 contact
Frances Hanna at 412 731 0790
Reminder #2
SCOGLIO’S RESTAURANT, GREENTREE
Tuesday, December 13 6:00 p.m.
Menu: Virginia Spots, Pork Chop, Chicken Marsala
Price: $32.50, includes Salad, Side Pasta,
Hors d’oeuvres, Dessert and Gratuity
Reservation must include choice of entrée and
payment; due December 1st.
Contact Joanne Melacrinos,
532 Berkshire Ave., Pittsburgh, PA, 15226
Reminder #3
Dues for 2022-2023 are $15.00 /person:
payable to St. Nicholas Sixty Club.

FOOD FESTIVAL

2023 Food Festival Cooking beginning the week after

Thanksgiving

Roll up your sleeves. Work off some of those

Thanksgiving calories.

e  Scheduling is getting tough.

e Prices are rising.

e  What a great feeling it will be this January to
know that 424 pans of our festival Spanakopita

are DONE!©

Help us finish those pans of Spanakopita.

Monday, November 28

9 am to 4 pm

Tuesday, November 29

9 am to 9 pm* Evening
hours

Wednesday, November 30

9amto 9 pm* Evening
hours

Thursday, December 1 9 am to 4 pm
Friday, December 2 We'll hopefully be
finished.

From the Church School Desk!

This year, Church School, will again have a Bake Sale at the St. Nicholas Day Bazaar, as well as, sponsor a

Balloon artist.

The Church School children will present a Christmas Pageant on Sunday, December 18, 2022.

Please refer to the enclosed practice schedule for further details.

St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Cathedral Church School is preparing for their Holiday Outreach Project:

We are looking for hats, mittens, scarves, gloves, etc. for Neighborhood Resilience Project’s
Project Bundle-up. Thanks in advance for your warm winter accessories and teaching the children the gift of

giving.

I appreciate the support from all of you and thanks for sharing your children with us every Sunday!

Yours in Christ

Missy Michelle




WHO:
CHURCH SCHOOL STUDENTS

WHAT:
CHURCH SCHOOL BAKE SALE

WHEN:
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2022

WHERE:
ST. NICHOLAS BAZAAR

WHY:
CHURCH SCHOOL FUNDRAISER

HOW:
BRING 2 DOZEN BAKED GOODS

QUESTIONS:
CONTACT SOPHIA BENDER 412-999-1391




St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Cathedral’s
Christmas Pageant Rehearsal Schedule

Sunday, December 4, 2022
During Church School for all children

Sunday, December 11, 2022
During Church School for Nursery-6" Graders

Saturday, December 17, 2022
12:30 P.M. — 2:30 P.M.
Final Rehearsal for all children

Sunday, December 18, 2022
Christmas Pageant at Church

Questions?
Contact
Michelle Kotsagrelos at 412-680-1416




PROJECT
BUNDLE Up

WE ARE LOOKING FOR HATS, MITTENS, SCARVES & GLOVES
FOR NEIGHBORHOOD RESILIENCE PROJECT’S
PROJECT BUNDLE Up!




Have a Ball

at the Cathedral!
(a good old fashioned
“T'Aévti/Glendi” /Greek Dance!)

Saturday, November 26, 2022
8:00 PM to 12:00 Midnight

Music by “Ta Filarakia”

$40.00 for Adults
$20.00 for Under Age 18
Ticket Price Includes:

Mezedes (Heavy Appetizers) and Dance
(Cash Bar)

For more information or
to purchase tickets, please contact:

St. Nicholas Cathedral
412-682-3866

church@stnickspgh.org

419 South Dithridge Street (Oakland)
Pittsburgh, PA 15213
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Socrates-Daphne Lodge of Pittsburgh
cordially invites you to the

WHNU{L CHRISTMWS
PINNER PUNCE

Saturday December 3, 2022

Doors open at 6:30 PM
Festive Dinner Buffet at 7 PM

Crowne Plaza Hotel
Fort Couch Road

Dinner and Dance $60 Dance only $10

Music by the
The Grecian Keys
and a performance by
THE GRECIAN ODYSSEY DANCERS

Join us with your dancing shoes and don’t forget
your kefi—Opa!

Please R.S.V.P. by November 28th to
Rebecca Bertos 412-421-9427 or Aliki Andrews 412-833-4596
Joanne Melacrinos 412-563-4609

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR !



St Nicholas Greek Orthodox Cathedral, Pitisburgh, PA

January 7, 2023

. Featuring “The Meraklides” and special guest,
7 Victoria Mavrogeorgis =~

;
An evening of dancing, mezethes, and a attime A
to raise money for the Cathedral’s ceilingl - AL} ¢




ST. NICHOLAS GREEK ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL

419 5. Dithridge St. Pitesburgh, PA 15213-3596 « Tel: (412) 6823866 Fay (412) 683-1960
E-mail: church@smickspgh org - Web: smickspgh.org

METROPOLIS OF
PITTSBURGH REVEREND FATHER CHrisTorIte H BEsDER DEAN RIVIREND DEAcoN Ronerr W Ly KOS

November 1, 2022
Beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

St. Nicholas Cathedral, as a building, has been a real blessing to our community for many decades —
ever since it was purchased from a Congregationalist congregation in the early 1920°s. The structure
itself has been recognized as a Historical Landmark by the Pittsburgh History and Landmark
Foundation. The beauty of our worship space makes a striking impression on every visitor who sees it.
There is something about it that makes it unique — special. However, as most of you are by now aware,
we are facing a serious challenge with the beautiful ceiling of our sanctuary. And we need your help.,

As you may recall, it is divided into square sections called coffers, that are separated by beautiful
moldings which are decorated in the “Greek Revival” classical style, consistent with the original
decoration and architecture of the building. In late July, a sizable portion of one of the ceiling coffers
fell and smashed into tiny pieces (thank God, no one was present at the time). The Parish Council
immediately realized the seriousness of this situation, which was confirmed when an engineering firm
with a specialty in this area was called in to inspect the entire ceiling. Numerous other cracks and sags
in the coffers were discovered — all of which could pose a danger to anyone who might find themselves
in the room, if and when any of these other sections should happen to fall.

There is only one remedy: every one of the affected coffers must be replaced or repaired before the room
becomes safe for us to use again. This required the erection of a massive scaffold, so that every part of
the ceiling can be properly inspected and repaired. It has taken a long time for this to happen, but this
phase has finally finished. Now, the crew responsible for the plastering has arrived and begun its work
using this same scaffolding. We still don’t have a firm idea as to how long the repair work will take,
because it depends on what is discovered, as each coffer is examined carefully over the coming weeks
and the plaster replaced, if necessary.

Why did this happen? We must remind ourselves that our Church is 125 years old. Gravity and age
have taken their toll. But the building is sound, and otherwise in good condition. The good news is that
there is nothing involved with this challenge that cannot be remedied.

The bad news is that it is going to be very expensive. The Council has been told that right now,
realistically, we are facing a bill of around $400,000. The Parish Council has come up with a variety of
ways to manage such a big expense. However, key to the success of the endeavor is the support of our
entire community. That is where all of us come in.



Just as has happened with unexpected expenses or with the various projects to expand the physical plant
in the past, so also, today, we are counting on the support of the entire St. Nicholas family in order to
meet this new and unexpected challenge. Insurance will be of [itfle help to us, because, as is the norm
across the field in this regard, our policy does not pay for damages caused by “normal wear and tear” —
which includes such things as 125-year-old ceilings that are sagging. It is up to us to rise to the occasion
and contribute with our time, talent, and treasure, in order to raise the money and/or donate our own
funds to this critical project, so that we can safely move back into our beautifil sanctuary as soon as
possible. All of us can find some way to help.

[ realize that this is also the season when we send out our Stewardship cards to meet our budget for the
New Year. It may seem troublesome to ask for two different long-term, sizable commitments at one
time. But, please keep in mind that these are two different things. One (Stewardship) is how we support
our parish and make it possible, on an ongoing, monthly basis to meet our budget and keep the doors
open, while the other (the fund-raising campaign) is being undertaken in order to address an emergency
need such as this one, that is not expected to recur, and which is necessary to repair for safety’s sake and
for the survival of our parish as a worshipping community.,

As a memento of this ceiling project, donors to the project and all their family members will be invited
to sign a construction panel. This panel will be installed in or behind the new ceiling. It will act as a
permanent connection between your family and your St. Nicholas Cathedral. Photos of this panel could
be displayed at future celebrations marking milestones in the life of our parish. Also, for those who
wish, engraved pavers can be installed in the existing circle in the parklet along Forbes Ave. Pavers are
available af the $1,250, $2,500, $5,000 and $25,000 level. A pledged donation can be paid over a two-
year period.

There are so many wonderful memories associated with the exceptionally beautiful sanctuary of our
beloved St. Nicholas Cathedral. Weddings, baptisms, funerals, joy mixed with SOITOW, SOITOW
overcome by joy, a sense of wonder that sometimes takes your breath away — all of this and more is the
remarkable heritage that our forefathers and foremothers in their wisdom — and with much sacrifice —
bequeathed to us — for all time,

Now, it is our turn to rise to the occasion. | invite you to join Presvytera Filitsa and myself, along with
our Parish Council and so many other dedicated members of our community, in coming forward to assist
us with both donations and fundraising efforts. Details as to how you can help can be found on the next

Through the prayers of our patron, St. Nicholas, may our endeavor be blessed, 50 that God’s house —
and our spiritual home — may be restored, and so that future generations may continue to worship and
find sanctification here, with their hearts filled with love for our Savior and each other, for generations
to come.

With love in Christ,

o St Chiefl At

Rev. Protopresbyter Christopher H. Bender, Dean



Cathedral Ceiling Restoration Project

Donation and Pledge Form

Donor Name

Address

E-mail

Total Amount Pledged

Today’s Date

Payment Options

Paid in Full

Initial Payment Your plan for additional payments

Donations can be by check or made on-line with credit/debit card. From the St. Nicholas web site,
www.stnickspgh.org, go to the “Giving” tab and click “Donate” from the pull-down. Indicate on the form
that the donation is for the ceiling project.

A construction board with signatures of all donors will be installed as part of the new ceiling. All donor
family members can sign it. The board will be available at the church from mid-November through the
end of December.

Engraved commemorative pavers are also available at the sizes below. These pavers will be added to
the granite circle in our green space. Please indicate if you are interested in a paver and you will be
provided with additional information.

8" x 4" Paver at $1,250
8" x 8” Paver at $2,500
12” x 12" Granite at $5,000 (pieces that make up the center cross)

42" x 15" Exterior Granite Ring at $25,000 (pieces on either side of the Bible verse)



SEND YOUR CHRISTMAS
GREETINGS

WITH THE 2022
ST. NICHOLAS CATHEDRAL
CHRISTMAS CARD

Donation only $2o0... You can save money on your Christmas cards and help
our beloved Cathedral at the same time!

Name & Address:

Your list of names to read (please print):

Kindly return this form, along with your check, and mail to:
St. Nicholas Cathedral, 419 S. Dithridge St., Pittsburgh, PA 15213

All names MUST be submitted NO LATER than December 5, 2022!!



Christ is Born! -
Glorify Him! L

PLEASE HELP US decorate

OUR BELOVED CATHEDRAL
with beautiful poinsettias for the
Nativity Season.

If you wish, please list the names of your loved ones to be
remembered in the Proskomidi (Preparation of the Gifts)
at every Divine Liturgy through Christmas.

For the Health of:

In Memory Of:

Name & Address:

Suggested donation:
$25 OR MORE, payable to St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Cathedral (memo: Poinsettia)

PLEASE HAVE YOUR ORDERS IN NO LATER THAN December 11, 2022.
Please, either place in the Sunday offering tray or mail it to:
419 S. Dithridge St., Pittsburgh, PA 15213



NOVEMBER 2022

’_Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
PLEASE NOTE: ALL REGULARLY SCHEDULED WORSHIP SERVICES
WILL TAKE PLACE IN THE CRYSTAL ROOM (SMALL HALL)
\
‘ _
20 21 22 23 24 25 26

9" Sunday Happy

of Parish Council GOYA GOYA Thanksgiving! NO Greek

Luke Meeting BOYS GIRLS School
Orthros 7:00 p.m. Basketball Baskethall (Office Closed)
8:45 am. 7:00 p.m. 7:00 p.m. Cathedral
Divine Liturgy Glendi
10:00 a.m. 8:00 p.m.
27 28 29 30
13™ Sunday
of GOYA GOYA
Luke BOYS GIRLS
Basketball Basketball
Orthros 7:00 p.m. 7:00 p.m.
8:45 a.m.
Divine Liturgy

10:00 a.m.




