NOVEMBER 21, 2021 - Special Hymns and readings

ENTRANCE OF THE THEOTOKOS INTO THE TEMPLE

Orthros Gospel u Plagal First (5) Tone

WELCOME TO ST. NICHOLAS CATHEDRAL!
VISIT www.stnickspgh.org TODAY for news and updates about our parish!
CLERGY: Rev. Fr. Christopher Bender and Rev. Dn. Robert Lykos
Father’s Cell & Email: 724-630-3483; frchbender@verizon.net
PROTOPSALTIS: Konstantinos Fekos
CHANTER: Steve Andrews
CHOIR DIRECTOR: Steve Andrews
ORGANIST: Haley Cobb

Questions about our Parish? Email church@stnickspgh.org or call 412-682-3866
Our Sunday worship schedule: Sept. 5 — May 31: Orthros 8:45 a.m. & Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

WELCOMIE, VISITORS! You are honored guests here at St. Nicholas Cathedral and welcome at all our services. We invite you
to receive the Holy Eucharist (Communion) if you are an Orthodox Christian who has prepared yourself through fasting, prayer,
and confession. If you are not Orthodox, or are Orthodox but have not prepared, we respectfully invite you instead to come
forward at the end of the service for a blessing by the priest and a piece of blessed bread (antidoron).

Watch Sunday services, which are still
streaming live from St Nicholas Cathedral
at www.stnickspgh.org/ and click on

QOur Mission & Vision Statements “Live Streaming Click Here.”

The MISSION of St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Cathedral is to Proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Siiline Siving donatl d
Christ in a Spirit of Unity and Love for All through Worship, Service,-Education, Fellowship and n:tle-ving donations areup.ar
Outreach. running on our web page

www.stnickspgh.org by clicking please

donate button - or you may access the
donation page by using

P R Tl o https://abundant.co/stnickspgh/give

Our VISION is to be a Welcoming and Growing Parish, Striving to Live the New Life in Christ
according to the Teachings and Traditions of the Greek Orthodox Faith.

TODAYS MEMORIAL SERVICE is being chanted for the souls of the servant of God, Peggy Smyrnes-
Williams (40 days), Peter Petropoulos (1 year) and TRISAGION SERVICE for Theodore Andrews (21

years).

PLEASE JOIN US for coffee and fellowship following services in the Large Hall, hosted by GOY A and
sponsored by the Williams and Petropoulos families.

THIS WEEK AT ST. NICHOLAS:
e Monday, Nov 22: GOYA GIRLS Basketball 6:30 p.m.
e Tuesday, Nov 23: GOYA BOYS Basketball 7:00 p.m.
e Thursday, Nov 25: HAPPY THANKSGIVING EVERYONE
St. Katherine the Great Martyr Orthros 9:00 a.m.; Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.
e Saturday, Nov 27: We regret to confirm that there will NOT be a Cathedral Ball
that was noted on the November calendar earlier this month.

A R T O T L T T T R T L e R N TG S o T L ARSI et e |

“ F estlval Cooking Updat

Calling all peelers, slicers and helpers! We are a "GO" for making our festival Moussaka December 2, 3 and 4. Thursday and
Friday, December 2nd and 3rd, we will be peeling, slicing and baking the eggplant. Saturday we will be making the bechamel
sauce and assembling the pans. With that done we can say, "One done, 12 more to go!"




ENTRANCE OF THE THEOTOKOS INTO THE TEMPLE

NOVEMBER 21, 2021 - SPECIAL HYMNS AND READINGS

Orthros Gospel 11 Plagal First (5'") Tone

Today’s special hymns at the Small Entrance are focused primarily on the Feastday of the Entrance of the
Theotokos, without neglecting the Sunday Resurrection hymns proper to this week’s tone. First, we hear:
Inuepov tijg evdokiag Oeol tO mpoolptov, kol TG Thv avBpwnwy cwinpiag f pokpuéic. Ev Nad tol Osol tpavdc )
MapBevog deikvutal, kal tov Xplotov toig ndoL mpokatayyeAetat. AT kal nueic peyahodwvwe Borjowpev: Xaipe Thg
oikovopiag tol Ktiotou f EkmAnpwalc.
Today is the prelude of God's good pleasure, and the proclamation of humanity's salvation. In the temple of God, the Virgin is
presented openly, and in herself she announces Christ to all. Let us, then, with a great voice cry aloud to her: "Rejoice, you are
the fulfillment of the Creator's dispensation." [sp]

Next, we hear the usual Entrance Hymn:
Aelite mpookuvriowley kal mpoomEowpey XpLot®. doov NUaS Yie @eol, 0 dvaatag ek vekpdv, Parlovtdc oot, AAnAobia.
Come, let us worship and bow down before Christ. Save us, O Son of God, risen from the dead. We sing to You, Alleluia. [GoA]

This week’s Resurrection Hymn follows (Tone 5):

Tov cuvavapyov Adyov Matpt kai Nvebporty, Tov ek MapBévou texBévta eig cwtnpiav AUV, GvupvhowREY TILOTOL Kot
NPOCKUVNOWHEY, OTL NUSOKNOE capkl, GveABelv év T@ ZTaup®, kail Bdvatov vropelval, kal eyeipat Tolc tebvedtac, év Ti
évdoEw Avaotdoel avtol. Let us worship the Word who is unoriginate with the Father and the Spirit, and from a Virgin was
barn for our salvation, O believers, and let us sing His praise. For in His goodness He was pleased to ascend the Cross in the
flesh, and to undergo death, and to raise up those who had died, by His glorious Resurrection. [sp]

The festal hymn is repeated. Then, the Kontakion of the Feast is chanted:

'0 kaBapwrarog vaog tod Zwtfipog, A moAutipntog nactdg kal NapBévog, 1o iepdv Bnoaltplopa tiig §6&ng tol Oeol, orfipepov
eloayeto, gv @ olkw Kuplou, Tv xapv cuvelodyouoa, TV év Nvebpatt Osiw’ fiv. avupvolow Ayyelot Osol’ Altn Ondpxet
oknvr Enoupaviog. The Savior's most pure and immaculate temple, the very precious bridal chamber and Virgin, who is the

sacred treasure of the glory of God, on this day is introduced into the House of the Lord, and with herself she brings the grace

in the divine Spirit. She is extolled by the Angels of God. A heavenly tabernacle is she. [sp]

TODAY’S EPISTLE READING: Hebrews 9:1-7. AbsAdol, eixev 1} mpwtn oknvh Stkatwpota AaTpeiag to Te "AYlov KOOWKOV. TKnVA
yaip kateckevdaBn 1 pwtn &v f f Te Auyvia kol A tpdmnela kal R TPOBeaic Thv dpTwy, AT AéyeTal “Ayta. Metd 8¢ td SeUtepov
KOTOMETAoMA oknv 1 Aeyopévn “Ayla Ayiwv, xpuoolv £xouca BupLatiplov Kot thv KIBWTov thig SLabnkng meplkekaAu Lpévny
ndvroBev xpuoiw, &v fj otduvog xpuohi Exouca T pdvva kai i paPdos Aapiv i BAacticac kol ai mAdKeS Tic StadAknc,
Unepdvw 68 altic XepouPiu 56Eng katackidlovta to Aaotiplov’ mept Wv oUK EoTt vOV Aéyew Katd pépoc. Toutwy 6& oltw
KOTEOKEUQOUEVWY ELG PLEV THV TIpWTNV oknviv SLa mavtog eloiaowy ol lepels tag Aatpeiag emtelolivieg, gig 6& v Seutépav énoa
Tol éviautol povog 0 ApxLEPEUG, OU Xwplg alpatog, 0 mpoadépet Unep éautol kal T@v tol Aaol dyvonudtwy.

Brethren, the first covenant had regulations for worship and an earthly sanctuary. For a tent was prepared, the outer
one, in which were the lamp stand and the table and the bread of the Presence; it is called the Holy Place. Behind the second
curtain stood a tent called the Holy of Holies, having the golden altar of incense and the ark of the covenant covered on all sides
with gold, which contained a golden urn holding the manna, and Aaron's rod that budded, and the tables of the covenant; above
it were the cherubim of glory overshadowing the mercy seat. Of these things we cannot now speak in detail. These preparations
having thus been made, the priests go continually into the outer tent, perfarming their ritual duties; but into the second only the
high priest goes, and he but once a year, and not without taking blood which he offers for himself and for the errors of the
people. [rRsv]




TODAY’S GOSPEL READING: Luke 10:38-42; 11:27-28. T® xaup® £kelvw, elofiABey 6'Incolic ei¢ KWUNV TVA" yuvn 6£ Tig ovopatt
MdpBa Oredé€arto altov eig Tov oikov abThc. Kal tiibe fv ddehdn kahoupévn Mapia, i kol mapakabicaca mapd ToUg noédag
100 'Inooi fikoue OV Aoyov avtold. H 6& MdpBa nepleortéito mept oAy Stakoviav' émotiion 6¢ eite” KUpte, o0 péhet oot dtLh
aSeAdr pou povny pe kotéhute Stakovely; einé obv aUT fva pot cuvavtiddBntat. AmokplBelc 5¢€ eltev auTh 6 'Incoidic’ MdpBa
MapBa, pepLuvic kail tupBaln mept moAAG” evog 6¢ éatt xpeia Mapla &¢ tnv ayabnv pepida é€elétaro, ftig oUk ddatpeBhioetal
an’ avtiic. Eyéveto 6& €v 1@ Aéyewv alTtov Talta Emdpacd Tig yuvh dwviv ék Tod Gxlou eimev alTd’ pakapio f koia f
Baotdoaod o kal paotol ol éBrlacac. altog 8¢ eine’ pevolivye pakdplot ol dkolovteg Tov Adyov toli ol kal duldooovteg
auTov.

At that time, Jesus entered a village; and a woman called Martha received him into her house. And she had a sister called
Mary, who sat at the Lord's feet and listened to his teaching. But Martha was distracted with much serving; and she went to him
and said, "Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to serve you alone? Tell her then to help me." But the Lord answered
her, "Martha, Martha, you are anxious and troubled about many things; one thing is needful. Mary has chosen the good portion,
which shall not be taken away from her." As he said this, a woman in the crowd raised her voice and said to him, "Blessed is the
womb that bore you, and the breasts that you sucked!" But he said, "Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and
keep it!" [rsv]

FEAST OF THE ENTRANCE INTO THE TEMPLE OF OUR MOST HOLY LADY THE
THEOTOKOS (NOVEMBER 21)

INTRODUCTION

The Feast of the Entrance into the Temple of Our Most Holy Lady the Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary is
celebrated on November 21 each year. The Feast commemorates an important event in the life of the Virgin
Mary, when, as a young child, she entered the Temple in Jerusalem.

The birth and early life of the Virgin Mary is not recorded in the Gospels or other books of the New Testament
however this information can be found in a work dating from the second century known as the Book of James or
Protevangelion. According to this account, when Mary was three years old, Joachim and Anna decided that the
time had come to fulfill their promise and to offer her to the Lord. Joachim gathered the young girls of the
neighborhood to form an escort, and he made them go in front of Mary, carrying torches. Captivated by the sight
of the torches, the young Mary followed joyfully to the Temple, not once looking back at her parents nor
weeping as she was parted from them.

The holy Virgin ran toward the Temple, overtaking her attendant maidens and threw herself into the arms of the
High Priest Zacharias, who was waiting for her at the gate of the Temple with the elders. Zacharias blessed her
saying, "It is in you that He has glorified your name in every generation. It is in you that He will reveal the
Redemption that He has prepared for His people in the last days." Then, Zacharias brought the child into the
Holy of Holies—a place where only the High Priest was permitted to enter once a year on the Day of
Atonement. He placed her on the steps of the altar, and the grace of the Lord descended upon her. She arose and
expressed her joy in a dance as wonder seized all who saw this happen.

The Virgin Mary dwelt in the Temple for nine years until, reaching an age for marriage, she was taken from the
Temple by the priests and elders and entrusted to Joseph as the guardian of her virginity.

The Entrance of the Theotokos into the Temple signifies her total dedication to God and her readiness for her
future vocation as the Mother of the Incarnate Lord. This is a feast of anticipation. As honor is shown to Mary,
the faithful are called to look forward to the Incarnation of Christ, celebrated in a little more than a month by the
Feast of the Nativity on December 25.



ICON OF THE FEAST

The icon of the feast tells the story of Mary's entry into the Temple. The high Priest, Zacharias, is in his priestly
robes standing on the step of the Temple. His arms are outstretched, ready to greet and receive the Virgin. Mary

is shown as a small child, standing before Zacharias with her arms reaching up to him. In some icons the young

maidens who served as her escort are depicted standing behind her. Also, we see her parents, Joachim and Anna,
offering their child to God and His divine service. In the upper center portion of the icon, the Virgin is seated on

the steps of the Holy of Holies. An angel is there, attending to the one chosen by God to bring the Savior into the
world.

ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CELEBRATION OF THE FEAST OF THE ENTRANCE OF THE
THEOTOKOS

The Feast of the Entrance of the Theotokos is celebrated with the Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom
which is conducted on the morning of the Feast and preceded by a Matins (Orthros) service. A Great Vespers is
conducted on the evening before the day of the Feast. Scripture readings for the Feast are the following: At
Vespers: Exodus 40:1-5, 9-10, 16, 34-35; 1 Kings 7:51, 8:1, 3-4, 6-7, 9-11; Ezekiel 43:27—44:4. At the Matins:
Luke 1:39-49, 56. At the Divine Liturgy: Hebrews 9:1-7; Luke 10:38-42; 11:27-28.

HYMNS OF THE FEAST

Apolytikion (Fourth Tone) Today is the prelude of God's pleasure and the proclamation of man's salvation. The
Virgin is clearly made manifest in the temple of God and foretells Christ to all. Let us also cry out to her with
mighty voice, "Hail, fulfillment of the Creator's dispensation.”

Kontakion (Fourth Tone) Today, the most pure temple of the Savior, the precious bridal chamber and Virgin,
the sacred treasure of God, enters the house of the Lord, bringing the grace of the Divine Spirit. The Angels of
God praise her. She is the heavenly tabernacle.

RESOURCES
Festival Icons for the Christian Year by John Baggley (Crestwood, NY: St. Vladimir's Seminary Press, 2000),
pp. 16-20

The Festal Menaion. Translated by Mother Mary (South Canaan, PA: St. Tikhon’s Seminary Press, 1969) pp.
51-52

The Incarnate God: The Feasts of Jesus Christ and the Virgin Mary, Catherine Aslanoft, editor and Paul
Meyendorft, translator (Crestwood, NY: St. Vladimir’s Seminary Press, 1995)

The Synaxarion: The Lives of the Saints of the Orthodox Church, Vol. 2, compiled by Hieromonk Makarios of
Simonos Petra and translated from the French by Christopher Hookway (Chalkidike, Greece: Holy Convent of
the Annunciation of Our Lady, 1999) pp. 193-196.

© 2014 Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America. (Reproduced by permission.)
This site has been made possible by a grant from Leadership 100.




2021 Stewardship Pledge Cards are in the Narthex
(Just ask a member of Parish Council)

Goal If you have already submitted your 2021 Stewardship Commitment, THANK
S YOU! If not, please take the time to make your financial Stewardship
Commitment today and complete the talent portion of the card to enable

|
|
i OUR Community to grow and carry on the mission of our faith.

§136,197
i HELP US BREACH/ EXCEED OUR GOAL!!
“And now these three 2021 STEWARDSHIP
remain: Faith, Hope and Total Stewards 295 (GOAL 300)
Love. But the greatest of Total Pledged $136,197.00
50 these is LOVE.” corinthians 1313 (GOAL $185,000.00)
Avg. Pledge $461.68
I i
GOYA NEWS

ANGELS - Christmas Angels for the Neighborhood Resilience Project are available today. Please visit the GOYA table
after church and help make a child's Christmas brighter. This is one of GOYA's outreach projects. Please plan on bringing
your wrapped gift or gift card to church by Sunday, December 12. Thank you for helping make a difference in a child's life.
For more information on receiving an angel you may call/text Linda Hages at 412-523-7938.

Chocolate Sale - SARRIS Christmas Chocolate orders are being taken today through Sunday, November 28. Please stop
by the GOYA table during coffee hour and place your order or contact any GOYAn. Thank you for supporting our
fundraising efforts.

From the Church School Desk:

This year, Church School, will again have a Bake Sale at the St. Nicholas Day Bazaar, as well as, sponsor a Balloon artist.
The Church School children will present their Christmas Pageant on Sunday, December 19, 2021.
St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Cathedral Church School is preparing for their Holiday Outreach Project:

We are looking for hats, mittens, scarves, gloves, etc. for Neighborhood Resilience Project Project Bundle-up to decorate our
tree. Thanks in advance for your warm winter accessories and teaching the children the gift of giving.

[ appreciate the support from all of you and thanks for sharing your children with us every Sunday!

Yours in Christ
Missy Michelle
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Socrates-Daphne Lodge of Pittsburgh
cordially invites you to the

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS
DINNER. DANCE
Friday December 17, 2021

Cocktails and Appetizers at 6 PM
Festive Dinner Buffetat 7 PM

Crowne Plaza Hotel
Fort Couch Road

Dinner and Dance $60 Dance only $10

Music by the
FILARAKIA
FEATURING SOTIRI TSOUREKIS
and a performance by
THE GRECIAN ODYSSEY DANCERS

We have missed all of you and can’t wait to ring in the holiday
season. Join us with your dancing shoes and don’t forget

your kefi—Opa!
Please R.S.V.P. by December 10th to

Rebecca Bertos 412-421-9427 or Aliki Andrews 412-833-4596

Joanne Melacrinos 412-563-4609

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR !

S ‘

PN




Memorial Christmas Tree Ornament
Remember your loved one by purchasing a Christmas ornament in

their memory. It will be placed on the Christmas tree in the foyer
during the Christmas season. $10 per name. After Christmas, you may

keep the ornament,

Name:

Phone number:

Loved one:

Sponsored by Philoptochos of St. Nicholas. Checks payable to
Philoptochos of St. Nicholas.

Please send money/ check to the church office.



NOVEMBER 2021

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Entrance GOYA GOYA HAPPY
of the Theotokos | Girls Basketball Boys Basketball THANKSGIVING! NO
into the Temple 6:30 p.m.. 7:00 p.m. GREEK SCHOOL
Orthros St. Katherine
8:45am. the Great Martyr
Divine Liturgy Orthros
10:00 a.m. 9:00 a.m.
Divine Liturgy
10:00 a.m.
28 29 30
13th Sunday GOYA GOYA
of Girls Basketball Boys Basketball
Luke 6:30 p.m.. 7:00 p.m.
Onrthros
8:45 a.m.
Divine Liturgy
10:00 a.m.

Wi-Fi at St. Nicholas Cathedral

Network: Guest/Visitor
Password: StNicksvisitor




