APRIL 25, 2021 - PALM SUNDAY

On which we celebrate the glorious entrance into Jerusalem of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. The
Holy and Glorious Apostle and Evangelist Mark

WELCOME TO ST. NICHOLAS CATHEDRAL!

VISIT www.stnickspgh.org TODAY for news and updates about our parish!
CLERGY: Rev. Fr. Christopher Bender and Rev. Dn. Robert Lykos
Father’s Cell & Email: 724-630-3483; frchbender@verizon.net

PROTOPSALTIS: Konstantinos Fekos, John Fekos
CHANTER: Steve Andrews
CHOIR DIRECTOR: Steve Andrews
ORGANIST: Haley Cob
Questions about our Parish? Email church@stnickspgh.org or call 412-682-3866
Our Sunday worship schedule: September 1 - June 13: Orthros 8:45 a.m. & Divine Liturgy 10 a.m.,

WELCOME, VISITORS! You are honored guests here at St. Nicholas Cathedral and welcome at all our services. We invite you
to receive the Holy Eucharist (Communion) if you are an Orthodox Christian who has prepared yourself through fasting, prayer,
and confession. If you are not Orthodox, or are Orthodox but have not prepared, we respectfully invite you instead to come
forward at the end of the service for a blessing by the priest and a piece of blessed bread (antidoron).

Our Mission & Vision Statements

The MISSION of St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Cathedral is to Proclaiin the Gospel of Jesus
Christ in a Spirit of Unity and Love for All through Worship, Service. Education, Fellowship and
Outreach.

Our VISION is to be a Welcoming and Growing Parish. Striving to Live the New Life in Christ
according to the Teachings and Traditions of the Greek Orthodox Faith.
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Please join us for coffee and fellowship in the Large Hall hosted by GOY A. After celebration of the Palm
Sunday Liturgy, the St. Nicholas GOYA will be sponsoring a coffee. It has been a very long time since we have been able
to have a coffee hour, so this is a chance to catch up with parishioners that you may have not seen in a while. The coffee
hour will maintain the safety protocols of social distancing and masking (our large hall provides a lot of space to spread
out). We will have Lenten items for your enjoyment.

THIS WEEK AT ST. NICHOLAS: TODAY - SUNDAY SOUPA pick up your orders!

TONIGHT: 1% Bridegroom Service 7:00 pm
HOLY Monday, Apr 26: 274 Bridegroom Service 7:00 pm
HOLY Tuesday, Apr 27: 34 Bridegroom Service 7:00 pm

HOLY Wednesday, Apr 28:  Holy Unction & Anointing 5:00 pm
HOLY Thursday, Apr 29: Vesperal Divine Liturgy 9:30 am;
12 Gospels (Crucifixion) Service 6:30 pm
e GREAT & HOLY Friday, Apr30:  Royal Hours 9:00 am;
Apokathelosis Vespers 2:30 pm;
Lamentations 7:00 pm
o GREAT & HOLY Saturday, May 1: Vesperal Divine Liturgy 9:30 am;
Vigil Service 10:45 pm;
Resurrection Service & Paschal Liturgy 11:45 pm
e GREAT & HOLY PASCHA, SUNDAY, MAY 2: Vespers of Agape 1:00 pm
EASTER EGG HUNT after services




APRIL 25,2021 - PALM SUNDAY

On which we celebrate the glorious entrance into Jerusalem of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. The
Holy and Glorious Apostle and Evangelist Mark

SPECIAL HYMNS OF THE DAY:
The consumption of fish is permitted today.

The first hymn chanted at the Small Entrance is the Festal Apolytikion for Lazarus Saturday/Palm Sunday:

Ty kownv Avéiotacty mpod tod cod [Mabovg motovpevog, £k vekpdv Tyelpog tov Adlopov, Xplote 6 Oog 60ev Kkal Mpels
mg ol [Muideg, T g vikng ovpPola pépovieg, goi @ Numti Tod avirtov Bodpev: Qoavvi £v toig Dyictolg, sDAoymuévog
0 gpydpevog, v ovopatt Kupiov.

O Christ our God, before Your Passion, You raised Lazarus from the dead to confirm the common Resurrection for all.
Therefore, we carry the symbols of victory as did the youths, and we cry out to You, the victor over death, Hosanna in the
highest. Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.

At the procession with the Gospel, the special Eisodikon (Entrance Hymn) for Palm Sunday is chanted:
Evhoynpévog 6 €pyopevog év avopatt Kupiov @edg Kuprog kol énépavey Npiv, Zdcov fuds, Yié Ocov, 6 &ni ndiov dvov
kabeobeis, wadilovtag col, AAAniovia. Blessed in He who comes in the name of the Lord; God is the Lord and has
revealed Himself to us. Save us, O Son of God, who sat on the foal of a donkey, we sing to You, Alleluia.

Then, we hear the festal hymn once again, followed by a second one, which turns our focus the Resurrection:
Zvvrapevieg 6ol 61 Tod Bountiopatog, Xpiote 6 Gedg npudv, tijg abavartov {wijc NEwidnuey tij Avacthoet cov, kai
avopvoivreg kpalopev: Qoavva v Toig Dyiotolg, ebAoynpuévog 0 Epydpevog, &v ovouatt Kopiov.

As by baptism we were buried with You, O Christ our God, so by Your Resurrection were we deemed worthy of immortal
life; and praising You, we cry: Hosanna in the highest; blessed is He who comes in the Name of the Lord.

Then, the Festal Kontalion is heard:
T@d pdve v odpavd, T@ mdA £ Tig Yijs, Emoyobpevog Xpiote 6 Oede, Tav Ayyédmv Tv aiveowy, koi tdv Maidov
avbvnow TpocediEm Bodvtav cor Edhoymuévog el 6 Epydpevoc, tov Addp dvakaiécocdar.
In Heaven, He is seated upon a Throne and on earth He rides upon a foal. O Christ our God, accept the praise of the Angels
and the hymn of the Children who cry out to You, "Blessed are You who comes to recall Adam."

Epistle Reading: Philippians 4: 4-9. Brethren, rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let all men know
your forbearance. The Lord is at hand. Have no anxiety about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which passes all understanding, will keep
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just,
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is gracious, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise,
think about these things. What you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, do; and the God of peace will be

with you. [RSV]

Gospel: John 12: 1-18. Jn. 12:1-18 Six days before Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus was, whom Jesus
had raised from the dead. There they made him a supper; Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those at table with him.
Mary took a pound of costly ointment of pure nard and anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped his feet with her hair; and the
house was filled with the fragrance of the ointment. But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (he who was to betray him),
said, "Why was this ointment not sold for three hundred denarii and given to the poor?" This he said, not that he cared for
the poor but because he was a thief, and as he had the money box he used to take what was put into it. Jesus said, "Let her
alone, let her keep it for the day of my burial. The poor you always have with you, but you do not always have me." When
the great crowd of the Jews learned that he was there, they came, not only on account of Jesus but also to see Lazarus,
whom he had raised from the dead. So the chief priests planned to put Lazarus also to death, because on account of him
many of the Jews were going away and believing in Jesus. The next day a great crowd who had come to the feast heard
that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying, "Hosanna!
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!" And Jesus found a young donkey and sat upon
it; as it is written, "Fear not, daughter of Zion; behold, your king is coming, sitting on a donkey's colt!" His disciples did
not understand this at first; but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that this had been written of him and had
been done to him. The crowd that had been with him when he called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead
bore witness. The reason why the crowd went to meet him was that they heard he had done this sign. [RSV]




EASTER & LENTEN SPONSORED ITEMS

Thank you to everybody who has already donated towards the cost of the flowers for Holy Week
and Pascha. This is a big help to the Church, and we appreciate your generosity. There are still a
number of items awaiting sponsorship, for those interested.

Please be informed, however, that, despite his best efforts, the florist was unable to locate Easter
lily plants, for the simple reason that our Pascha falls so much later than western Easter this year
(a full month), and they are now out of season. Alternate white flowers in pots will be
substituted for them, which will, I am sure, also add a beautiful touch to our icon screen
decorations for Pascha. We respectfully ask everyone who donated for the lilies for your
understanding, given the unusual circumstances. The cost for the substitute flowers is similar to
that for the usual ones.

KaAn Avactoaon! A blessed Pascha to all!
In Christ, Fr. Christopher
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Presented by
SAINT NICHOLAS (https://greek2go.org/)
CREEK ORTHODOX
CATHEDRAL

GREEK2GO DAYS!

The same delicious Festival food yau kinow,and love!

Delicious Greek Entrees, Sides and Pastries

Our Annual Festival Will Not Be Stopped

(just changed a little)
Thursday May 6 through Saturday May 8, 2021
Order On-Line Starting Monday, May 3, 2021
greek2go.org

PLEASE LET US KNOW IF YOU ARE ABLE TO HELP ON ANY OR ALL THE
DAYS (Thur, Fri, & Sat)
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2021 Stewardship Pledge Cards are in the Narthex
(Just ask a member of Parish Council)

If you have already submitted your 2021 Stewardship Commitment, THANK
YOU! If not, please take the time to make your financial Stewardship
Commitment today and complete the talent portion of the card to enable
OUR Community to grow and carry on the mission of our faith.

HELP US REACH/ EXCEED OUR GOAL!!

“And now these three 2021 STEWARDSHIP
remain: Faith, Hope and Total Stewards 226 (GOAL 300)
Love. But the greatest of Total Pledged $119,872.00

these is LOVE.” Corinthians 13:13 (GOAL $185’000'00)
Avg. Pledge $530.41

FROM THE CHURCH SCHOOL DESK:

(The rooms are cleaned, and the teachers & children will social distance and wear masks!)

Upcoming dates to remember:

Easter Egg Hunt
Sunday, May 2, 2021
(Following the Agape Service)
Church School Graduation
Sunday, May 23, 2021

| appreciate the support from all of you and thanks for sharing your children with us every Sunday!

Yours in Christ,

Miss Michelle

GOYA

PASTICHIO: Break the Lenten fast with a Greek crowd pleaser, pastichio! It is "a must" on every Pascha
(Easter) table! The frozen pastichio pans are 9"X12" in size. Each pan is $30. Check or cash is accepted. For
further information, text Alea Melacrinos Mavrogeorgis.@ 412 726-5940. Please state who you are in the
text. Pans are still available for Pascha, while supplies last. You can buy pans on Sunday or call the church
office to purchase Monday-Friday.

Thank you for supporting our fundraiser!




PHILOPTOCHOS UPDATES

Updated Parish Directory — Please make sure to pick up your updated parish directory from the church office! We also
appreciate if those who are able to come to church can take and deliver copies for friends/family who you may visit. If you
are a newer member of the parish and have never received the binder that the printed directory goes into, we have extras
and would be happy to provide one.

Food Bank — The Food Bank continues to need your support! You can donate by making a check payable to the “St.
Nicholas Philoptochos Food Bank™ or through United Way by designating the St. Nicholas Food Bank (#3288) through
your employers United Way contribution. Questions: contact Elaine Andrianos (412-731-4334) or Denise Daugherty (412-
508-1326).

Neighborhood Resilience Project Food Drive — We are collecting non-perishable items for Neighborhood Resilience
Project (formerly knowns as FOCUS Pittsburgh). Please place non-perishable food donations in the bin outside the church
office, and we will deliver them to Neighborhood Resilience Project. They appreciate your support.

METROPOLIS OF PITTSBURGH PHILOPTOCHOS

DAFFODIL VIRTUAL FUNDRAISER

Join us in our Flght Against Hunger!

Help us raise money for the regional Food Banks
throughout the Metropolis to provide meals for those
individuals and families in need.

100% of all monies raised will be donated directly to
the Food Banks.

This year rather than enjoying a luncheon together,
support us in our effort to feed others!

Make checks payable to Donations can be made by
The Metropolis of

scanning this QR Code:

Pittsburgh
Philoptochos: c/o Paula
Makris Larance
46 Maple Avenue
Wheeling, WV 26003

Sincerely,

Joyce Spanakis
Daffodil Fundraiser Chairperson

Despina Sarantopoulou
Metropolis of Pittsburgh Philoptochos President



Please join us for our annual

Easter KEgg Hunt

Easter Sunday, May 2, 2021

Following the Agape Service

If you wish to help,
please bring one dozen pre-filled plastic eggs on Sunday
and drop them off in the Narthex before Church.

Questions: Call Michelle Kotsagrelos (412) 680-1416




ST. NICHOLAS GREEK ORTHODOX
CATHEDRAL
HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 2021

Lazarus Saturday, April 24 — Zappato tov Aaldpov, 24 Arpikiov
Orthros, 8:45 a.m., Divine Liturgy, 10:00 a.m.
Opbpog, 8:45 m.p., Oeia Aetrovpyia, 10:00 w.p.

PALM SUNDAY, April 25 - KYPIAKH TQN BAIQN, 25 Anpthiov:
Orthros, 8:30 a.m., Divine Liturgy, 10:00 a.m.
Opbpoc, 8:30 m.p., Ocia Asttovpyia, 10:00 m.p.

1% Bridegroom Service, 7:00 p.m. —1" Axo)lovBic tov Nopeiov, 7:00 p.p.

Holy Monday, April 26 — Meydin Asvtépa, 26 Anprriov:
2" Bridegroom Service, 7:00 p.m. — 2" Axolovdia. Tov Nopeiov, 7:00 p.p.

Holy Tuesday, April 27 — Meydin Tpitn, 27 Anpiiiov:
34 Bridegroom Service, 7:00 p.m. — 3" Axolovdia Tov Nupeiov (Tpordprov tng Kacowavic), 7:00 ..

Holy Wednesday, April 28 — Meydin Tetaptn, 28 Anpihiov:
Holy Unction and Anointing, 5:00 p.m. — To Evyéhatov, 5:00 p.p.

Holy Thursday, April 29 — Meydhn [1éprn, 29 Anpihiov:
Vesperal Divine Liturgy of St. Basil, 9:30 a.m.
Eomnepwvi) Ocia Asttovpyio Tov Meydhov Baoiieiov, 9:30 7. pu.

Service of the Holy Passion of our Lord, 6:30 p.m.

GREAT AND HOLY FRIDAY, APRIL 30 - ME'TAAH ITAPAXKEYH, 30 Anptiiov:
Royal Hours, 9:00 a.m. — Akolovbia tov Baoihikdv Qpdv, 9:00 .p.

Great Vespers (Descent from the Cross), 2:30 p.m. — Eonepivog g Amokadniioong, 2:30 w.p.
The Lamentations Service, 7:00 p.m. — O Emtégioc @pnvoc, 7:00 p.p
GREAT AND HOLY SATURDAY, MAY 1 - MET'A ZABBATON, 1 Maiov
Vesperal Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great, 9:30 a.m.
Eonepwvog kal Osio Asitovpyia tov Meydiov Basiheiov, 9:30 m.p.

Vigil Service, 10:45 p.m. — [Tavviyc, 10:45 p.p.

RESURRECTION SERVICE AND DIVINE LITURGY, 11:45 p.m.
AKOAOY®IA THE ANAXTAXEQY KAI @EIA AEITOYPI'TA, 11:45 p.p.

GREAT AND HOLY PASCHA, SUNDAY, MAY 2 - KYPIAKH TOY TTAXZXA, 2 MAIOY
Vespers of Agape, 1:00 p.m. — Eonepvog g Aydnng, 1:00 p.u. (Volunteers are kindly invited to read
the Gospel in various languages — please see Fr. Christopher)

CHRIST IS RISEN! XPIXTOX ANEXTH! XPHCTOC BOCKPEC! HRISTOS A INVIAT!



Foundation Blessing Service May 15, 2021

Please join us on Saturday, May 15th at 10:00 a.m.
Your Prayers, Love & Support have made this possible!

His Eminence Metropolitan Savas of Pittsburgh presiding

Gerontissa Theophano & the Sisterhood invite you to this Sacred event - lunch follows
with Mosites Construction Company & MCF Architects & Planners

RSVP: info@NativityoftheTheotokosMonastery.org

Nativity of the Theotokos Greek Orthodox Monastery
121 St. Elias Lane  Saxonburg, PA 16056 (724) 352 3999

Information will also be posted on our website: www.NativityoftheTheotokosMonastery.org



Cultivating the Love

of Scripture

FR. STEPHEN DE YOUNG
Tues, 18 May 7:00-8:30 pm * via Zoom

Advanced registration: tinvurl.com/LoveOfSeripture

From the Series:
"Cultivating the Fundamentals
of Christian Life"

Join us on Tuesday, May 18 at 7:00 pm as we learn why we need to cultivate a true “Love of
the Scriptures.” Open to all, not just Religious Educators.

To register (free): tinyurl.com/LoveOfScripture

When wanting to know more about the Scriptures from an Orthodox perspective, many people turn to
Fr. Stephen De Young. He holds a PhD in Biblical Studies from Amridge University and he studied at
Balamand Univeristy where he received a Masters Degree. On Ancient Faith Radio, he is the host of
the “Whole Counsel of God” podcast and co-hosts a live call-in show/podcast, “The Lord of Spirits”
and is the author of the Whole Counsel Blog.

For eight years, he served in Charleston, WV as the priest of St George Orthodox Cathedral before
heading to Archangel Gabriel Orthodox Church in Lafayette, LA where he has been since 2017.




APRIL / MAY 2021

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
25 26 27 28 29 30 1
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7:00 p.m. 7:00 p.m. Anointing Mystical Liturgy 9:30 am
Sunday Soupa 5:00 p.m. (Last) Apokathelosis . .
11:30 a.m. Supper Vespers Vigil Service
2:30 p.m. 10:45 pm
Bridegroom Service 12 Gospels Resurrection
7:00 p.m. (Crucifixion) Lamentations 7:00 | Service & Paschal
Service p.m. Liturgy
6:30 p.m. 11:45 pm
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
GREAT & HOLY St. George the
PASCHA Great-Martyr GREEK2GO GREEK2GO GREEK2GO
DAYS DAYS DAYS
Vespers of Agape Orthros, 9:00 am
I pm Divine Liturgy 10
Easter Egg Hunt am
follows
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
Thomas Sunday
Philoptochos
Orthros 8:45 am General Orthodoxy
Divine Liturgy, Meeting 7 pm Now!
10 am (Zoom) 7:30 pm
Elections
MOTHER’S DAY
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
Myrrh-bearers Ss. Constantine
Sunday Parish Council Orthodoxy & Helen
Meeting 7 pm Now! Orthros, 9 am
7:30 pm Divine Liturgy,
Orthros 8:45 am 10 am
Divine Liturgy,
10 am
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
Sunday of the
Paralytic Orthodoxy
Orthros 8:45 am Now!
Divine Liturgy, 7:30 pm
10 am
Church School
Graduation/
Exercises
30 Sunday of the 31 Memorial

Samaritan Woman

Orthros 8:45 am
Divine Liturgy,
10 am

Day Divine
Liturgy/ Trisagion
at Homewood
Cemetery, 9:30 am
Trisagion at
Wilkinsburg
Cemetery, 12 noon
Church Office
Closed




