OCTOBER 11, 2020 - Fourth Sunday of Luke

The 350 Holy Fathers of the 7™ Ecumenical Council. Apostle Philip of the 70 (one of the first
seven Deacons); Theophanes Bishop of Nicaea the Confessor; Holy Martyrs Zenais and
Philonilla; Our Holy Fathers Nectarios, Arsakios, Sisinios, and Philotheos the Red, Patriarchs of
Constantinople

Tone 1 Orthros Gospel 7

WELCOME TO ST. NICHOLAS CATHEDRAL!
VISIT www.stnickspgh.org TODAY for news and updates about our parish!
CLERGY: Rev. Fr. Christopher Bender and Rev. Dn. Robert Lykos
Father’s Cell & Email: 724-630-3483; frchbender@verizon.net
PROTOPSALTIS: Konstantinos Fekos
CHANTERS: Steve Andrews, & Michael Rodites
CHOIR DIRECTOR: Steve Andrews
ORGANIST: Haley Cobb
ALTAR BOY CAPTAINS: TBA
Questions about our Parish? Email church@stnickspgh.org or call 412-682-3866
Our Sunday worship schedule: September 1 - June 13: Orthros 8:45 a.m. & Divine Liturgy 10 a.m.

TODAYS TRISAGION SERVICE is being chanted for the soul of the servant of God, Evangelia Vlastos
(27 yrs.) May God grant her eternal rest.

OUR DEEPEST CONDOLENCES TO the Family of Irene Papas who passed away on October 2, 2020.
Her funeral took place on Tuesday, October 6th at St Michael’s Antiochian Orthodox Christian Church.
May God grant her eternal rest.

Please join us for coffee and fellowship in the small hall hosted by GOYA. Physical (Social) Distancing
will be practiced. And don’t forget your mask.

TODAY: CHURCH SCHOOL BEGINS with a Blessing of the Water Service and a GOYA Meeting.

THIS WEEK AT ST. NICHOLAS:
e Tuesday, October 13: Bible Study 8:30 pm Zoom
Wednesday, October 14: Philoptochos General Meeting 7:00 pm Zoom
Saturday, October 17:  Trunk or Treat” 6:pm; Greek2Go
Sunday, October 18: Trisagion for John Hanna
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New Church Website - We are working with an outside vendor to develop a NEW church
website, and are very excited about our progress! If you are interested in helping - in any way -
please contact Bunny at the Church Office. We welcome your contribution!

We are also looking for GREAT photos to add to our site. If you have any, kindly email
them to Stacie de la Parra, Event Coordinator at events@stnickspgh.org.

Sincere thanks from the Website Committee! —
Bunny, Stacie, Michelle Kotsagrelos, Sophia Panagis
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SCRIPTURE READINGS:

SPECIAL HYMNS OF THE DAY (SMALL ENTRANCE):

First to be chanted as the priest exits the Altar at the Small Entrance is the Resurrection Apolytikion in
Tone 1: Tod AiBov cepayicOévtog vro @V Tovdainy, Kul oTPUTIOTOV PLAACGOHVIOVTO GYpuvIOV 6oV LM,
AvEsTNg TPHEPOg XoTip, dwpoduevog T KOop® TV {oiv: d1dtodto oi Avviuelg Tdv odpaviv EBowmv
c01Lm0d6ta. A6Su 11 Avaotdost cov Xpioté,66&a 1 Baciiein cov, d6&a. Tij oikovopia cov, uove pAdvlpone.
The stone had been secured with a seal by the Judeans, and a guard of soldiers was watching Your immaculate
body. You rose on the third day, O Lord and Savior, granting life unto the world. For this reason were the
powers of heaven crying out to You, O Life-giver: Glory to Your resurrection, O Christ; glory to Your kingdom;
glory to Your dispensation, only One who loves mankind. [SD]

Then, the usual Eisodikon (Entrance Hymn) in Tone 2 is chanted:
Agbte mpookuvijowpev Ked TpooTécwpev Xplotd. Ldoov fudg Yie @eod, 6 dvaotig ék vekpdv (1 6 év
Ayloig Bavpaotog), YaArovrag oot AAAndovic. “Come let us worship and fall down before Christ. Save us
O Son of God, who arose from the dead. We sing to you, Alleluia.”

After this, the Resurrection Apolytikion is repeated. Then we hear the hymn for the Holy Fathers:
Ynepdedofaopévog €l, Xplote 6 Oedg udy, 6 dwotiipag émi yiiq Tovg Matépag Mpdv Bepeliboog, kod 8t
o TdV IPOG THYV aANOviy TioTly, mhvrag Nudg 68nyroag: moAvedomiayyve, 86&x ool
You are greatly glorified, O Christ our God, who established our Fathers as luminaries upon the earth,
and through them led us all to the true Faith. O Most compassionate, glory to You.

Next, the Apolytikion for Patron saint of our church is chanted:

Kovova miotewg kod eikova mpadtnTog, sykpateiag Aiddokaov, avédeléé oe i moipvy cov, 1| TdV
npaypdtwy aAnleia Sid todto Exktiow i Tamevdoel té OPnAd, tfj mrwyein T tAovote, IMatep Tepapya
NikoAoe' mpioPeve Xplotd 1@ Oed, cwbijvau Tag Yuydg nudv.

The truth of things have revealed you to your flock as a rule of faith, an icon of meekness, and a teacher
of temperance; for this cause you have achieved the heights by humility, riches by poverty. O Father
and Hierarch Nicholas, intercede with Christ God that our souls be saved.

Finally, we hear the Kontakion in Tone 4 of the Theotokos:

[Tpootacia tov Xpiotiavdv axataioyuvte, peciteia mpog tov Moy apetadete. M mapidng cpaptwidv
denoewv pwvig, arra mpddpOacov, Mg ayadn, eig v fondeioy NdY, TOV ToTd] Kpawyaldvtwy ool
Téyuvov eig mpecPeiay, ki omeboov i ikeoiay, | mpootatebovow del, OeoTOKE, TOV TILHVTWY GE.

A protection of Christians unshamable, intercessor to our Holy Maker unwavering,
please reject not the prayerful cries of those who are in sin. Instead, come to us, for you are good;
your loving help bring unto us, who are crying in faith to you: hasten to intercede
and speed now to supplicate, as a protection for all time, Theotokos, for those who honor you.




Epistle: Titus 3:8-15. Titus, my son, the saying is sure. [ desire you to insist on these things, so that
those who have believed in God may be careful to apply themselves to good deeds; these are excellent
and profitable to men. But avoid stupid controversies, genealogies, dissensions, and quarrels over the
law, for they are unprofitable and futile. As for a man who is factious, after admonishing him once or
twice, have nothing more to do with him, knowing that such a person is perverted and sinful; he is self-
condemned. When I send Artemas or Tychicos to you, do your best to come to me at Nicopolis, for |
have decided to spend the winter there. Do your best to speed Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on their
way; see that they lack nothing. And let our people learn to apply themselves to good deeds, so as to
help cases of urgent need, and not to be unfruitful. All who are with me send greeting to you. Greet
those who love us in the faith. Grace be with you all. Amen. [RSV]

Gospel: Luke 8:5-15. The Lord said this parable: "A sower went out to sow his seed; and as he sowed,
some fell along the path, and was trodden under foot, and the birds of the air devoured it. And some fell
on the rock; and as it grew up, it withered away, because it had no moisture. And some fell among
thorns; and the thorns grew with it and choked it. And some fell into good soil and grew, and yielded a
hundredfold.” And when his disciples asked him what this parable meant, he said, "To you it has been
given to know the secrets of the kingdom of God; but for others they are in parables, so that seeing they
may not see, and hearing they may not understand. Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of
God. The ones along the path are those who have heard; then the devil comes and takes away the word
from their hearts, that they may not believe and be saved. And the ones on the rock are those who,
when they hear the word, receive it with joy; but these have no root, they believe for a while and in time
of temptation fall away. And as for what fell among the thorns, they are those who hear, but as they go
on their way they are choked by the cares and riches and pleasures of life, and their fruit does not
mature. And as for that in the good soil, they are those who, hearing the word, hold it fast in an honest
and good heart, and bring forth fruit with patience.” As he said these things, he cried out,"He who has
ears to hear, let him hear." [RSV]

FROM THE CHURCH SCHOOL DESK:

(The rooms are cleaned and the teachers & children will social distance and wear masks.)

TODAY the bells will start to ring again for the beginning of in-person Church School with an Agiasmo Service
(Blessings of the Water)! Following Church School, there will be a kick-off pizza party in the Fellowship Room.

This year’s Church School theme is “And now these three remain: Faith, Hope and Love. But the greatest of these
is LOVE.” 1 corinthians 13:13 Church School students are going to be encouraged to ‘spread love’ by emulating Christ by being
good stewards by using their time, talent and treasure in Service to our Families, Friends, Neighbors, Community and
Christ.

Every week your child is encouraged to bring “a donation” to Church School (this will help them learn the lesson of
“stewardship”), plus, be assigned homework: Do something nice for someone!

Please fill out the registration form and volunteer your time, talent and treasure to help our children.

I would like to thank the parents in advance for sharing your children with us every Sunday! But, what can you do
to help? You can help our Church School program, in the final analysis, your child, by bringing him/her every Sunday.
Encourage your child to tell you about the lesson taught for the day, as well as, the craft brought home. Pray with your
child. (Each lesson should begin and end with Prayer.) Attend worship services together as a family; Divine Liturgy starts
at 10:00 a.m.

Yours in Christ,

Miss Michelle



2020 Stewardship Pledge Cards are in the Narthex
(Just ask a member of Parish Council)

Goal If you have already submitted your 2020 Stewardship Commitment, THANK
5155’?00 YOU! If not, please take the time to make your financial Stewardship
JI Commitment today and complete the talent portion of the card to enable
i OUR Community to grow and carry on the mission of our faith.

$131,057

Raised HELP US BREACH/ EXCEED OUR GOAL!!
2020 STEWARDSHIP
A Higoe for Every Total Stewards 281 (GOAL 300)
Purpose Under Heaven Total Ple dge d $131,057.00
50 The Stewardship of Time (GOAL $185,000.00)
Ecclesiastes 3
Avg. Pledge $466.40

PHILOPTOCHOS UPDATES

JOY, HOPE and Little Angels

"TRUNK OR TREAT" on October 17th at 6:00 p.m.: All JOY, HOPE and Little Angels
kids are invited to "Trunk or Treat" on Saturday, October 17th. We will have pizza and s'mores
and a prize for the family with the best decorated car! All families should have received an

email invitation. Please RSVP by October 14th. For more information, please contact Nikki
Lykos, 412-897-8208 or nvlykos@gmail.com.

October General Meeting — Please mark your calendars for Wednesday, October 14th at 7:00
p.m. for our chapter's next General Meeting. We will conduct the meeting via Zoom so you can
join us from the comfort of your home (with the drink of your choice) for some virtual fellowship
and a brief business meeting! Keep an eye out for an email with the Zoom meeting link. If you
have questions about how to join a Zoom meeting or don’t receive the meeting email, please
contact Nikki Lykos (nvlykos@gmail.com).

Food Bank — The Food Bank continues to need your support! You can donate by making a check
payable to the “St. Nicholas Philoptochos Food Bank™ or through United Way by designating the
St. Nicholas Food Bank (#3288) through your employers United Way contribution. Questions:
contact Elaine Andrianos (412-731-4334) or Denise Daugherty (412-508-1326).

Neighborhood Resilience Project Food Drive — At this time, we are unable to collect food drive
donations for Neighborhood Resilience Project (formerly knowns as FOCUS Pittsburgh). There
is a great need for support during this difficult time for many. We encourage parishioners to take
non-perishable food donations directly to Neighborhood Resilience Project located at 2038
Bedford Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15219. They appreciate your support!



Registration Form
St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Cathedral
Church School

Parent’s Names

Address

Phone Numbers

Home

Work

Cell

E-mail

Children Grade Birthday Nameday Allergies

May we call you to volunteer for one of our projects?

Substitute Teacher Oratorical Festival

St. Nicholas Bazaar ___ Communion Breakfast
Christmas Pageant Easter Egg Hunt
Snacks __ Outreach Projects

Thanks for sharing your children with us every Sunday!



Members and Friends of St. Nicholas Cathedral: B wh

Help Us Upgrade our Sound System and Wi-Fi Capabilities! C ?

We all have experienced the deficiencies with the audio and video systems in our Cathedral;
whether it's the broken microphanes, poor sound quality both in church and over the internet, or
inconsistent volume, just to name a few. It is not surprising we have problems with the system:
most of it is about 25 years old and is several generations out of date.

There is another serious problem: there are dead spots in our buildings where even the most
sophisticated cell phones cannot be used. Imagine an emergency in the lower lavel that would
require someone running upstairs to call for help. Problems with our Wi-Fi system are not
allowing Fr. Bender to hold the Orthodox Living classes at church because the Wi Fi connection is
unreliable, making it impossible for him to record these sessions for online viewing.

Before the COVID-19 crisis hit, Parish Council was investigating sound system and Wi-Fi
replacement options and the cost is about $25,000. However, with the shortfall in our budget
from the scaled back Food Festival, funds are not available for capital improvements. The only
way we can replace these systems in the short term is to reach out to our parishioners and ask
anyone who is able, to make a special donation to help make the Divine Liturgy and other services
understandable to everyone in the pews and at home on the video stream. This is so important
during the COVID-19 crisis.

Please consider making a contribution or pledge toward the new sound system. We would like to
finalize whether we can go forward with this over the next 60 days. For checks, designate in the
memo field that this is for the sound system upgrade. For an-line donations, select Building Fund
in the pull-down menu and enter sound system in the memo field. Any contribution amount will
be helpful. We will keep you apprised of the amount of funds collected or pledged and the funds
will only be used for the audio/visual upgrade. (53,500 has been pledged at the start!|1)

The Maintenance Committee will continue to obtain input, recommendations, and cost estimates
for the new system. If there are any parishioners that have experience with these systems, please
contact Vasili Copetas, Van Paras, or Jim Machin let them know. Ata minimum, the system will
include a new mixer/controller, new microphones, new speakers, mounting rack, new router, new
boosters, and sound system tuning.

Thank you for your support

Parish Council and the Sound & Wi-Fi Upgrade Committee

Update on the Audio and Wi-Fi Upgrade Campaign
We are only six weeks into the campaign and we are more than halfway toward our fundraising goal. To date,
we have $15,721 in donations and pledges. These donations and pledges have come from 23 parishioners.
Thank you to everyone who has donated or pledged!
We have met with one vendor to hear his recommendations and to obtain a quote. We will meet with
additional vendors the week after our Greek 2 Go festival.
We are all looking forward to this improvement!
The Sound and Wi-Fi Upgrade Committee



GOYA NEWS
Meeting today in the the GOYA Room after church.
Our annual GOYA Car Wash will take place after Liturgy on Sunday,
October 18th. GOYAns will be selling tickets after church today and next
week. Please support our fundraiser.
GOYA is selling St. Nicholas sweatshirts and pants that are available for all
parishioners. Cost for Sweatshirts $30 and Sweatpants $25. Please see a

GOYAn after church today if you are interested in purchasing.

Thanksgiving Food Drive - more information next week.

SAVE THE DATE

ST. NICHOLAS

Saturday, October 17, 2020

More Details o follow via email
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Watch Sunday services streaming live from St Nicholas Cathedral at www.stnickspgh.org/ and click on “Live

On-Line Giving donations are up and running on our web page www.stnickspgh.org by clicking please donate
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